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Revealed: 

Jlster deal 


Exclusive 


David McKitirick 

Ireland Correspondent 

The Government planned to 
allow the controversial Drum- 
cree march to go ahead In 
return for concessions from 
tbe Orange Order which they 
failed to secure, according to a 
confidential Northern Ireland 
Office document 

U reveals that almost three 
weeks ago ministers and secu- 
rity chiefs had concluded that 
with no local accommodation in 
sight, a controlled parade on 
Portadown's Garvaghy Road 
was ‘‘the least worst outcome” 

Drawn up by the NIO’s asso- 
ciate director for po licing and se- 
curity and marked “confidentiaL” 
the document declared that there 
was a consensus among Mo 
Mowlam, Secretary of Stats- for 
Northern Ireland, Ronnie Fla- 
nagan the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary’s Chief Constable, the 
Anny aod the Northern Ireland 
Parades C ommissio n. 

The repercussions of tbe de- 
cision to push the parade 
through continued to be seen on 
the streets of Belfast and else- 
where yesterday as widespread 
disturbances continued in 
dozens of republican districts. 

By last night, 57 civilians and 
46 police officers had been in- 
jured in rioting and shooting in- 
cidents which involved both 
the IRA and the smaller INLA. 
Dozens of vehicles were hi- 
jacked and burnt, with police ad- 
vising motorists to keep out of 
large areas of Northern Ireland. 

■Hie .financial cost is only 
just beginning to be assessed, 
but there wiB be a multi-million 
pound bill. The public transport 
company Thmslinfc said damage 


to trains and buses alone was 
already more than £9m. 

Curiously the lengthy docu- 
ment makes no mention of 
RUC intelligence that loyalist 
terrorists we re intent on lolling 
Catholics in tbe event of a ban 
on tbe parade. The Chief Con- 
stable leant heavily on the 
argument that one of his cen- 
tral motivations in pushing tbe 
parade through was to save 
Catholic lives m the light of 
intelligence assessments of loy- 
alist intentions. 

The document, dated 20 June, 
was endorsed by John Srede, the 
NIO director of security, who 
described it as “the gameplan” 
and stated: “I am sure this is the 
only way open to ns that has any 
chance of success.” 

The Government approach 
was based on a judgement that 
no local agreement with tbe Or- 
ange Orderwould emerge. It set 
out that the hope that the Gov- 
ernment “might with luck 
establish that all sides are in the 
territory of finding the lowest 
common denominator for get- 
ting some Orange feet on the 
Garvaghy Road.” 

A “main menu” erf possible 
adjustments to the march to 
make it more acceptable to 
Catholic residents included a re- 
duction in numbers, the absence 
of any bands from the parade, 
an earher and hopefully less dis- 
roptive time for tbe inarch, 
and die removal of regalia such 
as swords, flag? and banners 
which residents objected to. 

It also hoped that the Orange 
Order might be pressed into 
agreement that it would enter 
talks with Catholics about next 
year's parade. It suggested the 
Order might be induced to speak 
to Brendan McKenna, the ex- 
prisoner who is the residents’ 


chief spokesman, “if he were 
specifically to acknowledge his 
terrorist past and disclaim any 
present influence by Sinn FeiiL 

Tbe most remarkable idea 
floated in the document was 
that the march, which is partly 
in commemoration of the Bat- 
tle of the Somme in 1916, might 
“incorporate visible sign of re- 
spect for Catholic tradition in 
parade - eg if parade is indeed 
partly in memory of those who 
died at the Somme ..." In the 
event the Orange Order agreed 
to none of the compromises. 

As the disturbances contin- 
ued there were appeals from 
Catholic bishops and others 
for calm and for peace. A group 
of senior business figures who 
yesterday met Ms Mowlam lat- 
er expresed ooncem “about the 
damage which the heightened 
comm unity tension and its ex- 
pression in widespread disorder 
is inflicting on chances of win- 
ning jobs; investment, trade 
and tourism. If we keep on fell- 
ing to g:t to grips with our com- 
munity divisions, our economic 
prospects wiD be blighted and, 
sadly, the consequences will 
inevitably be worst for the less 
fortunate in our society.” 

Inthewake of (he Drumoree- 
march Ms Mowlam appealed to 
the Orange Older to show flex- 
ibility in relation to other con- 
tentious marches which lie 
ahead, in particular a parade 
planned to pass through the 

Belfast on Saturday. 

She said yesterday: “1 recog- 
nise flie disappointment and the 
anger which many people are 
feeling. I too am very disap- 
pointed. I recognise what a set- 
back this is. Yesterday was a sad 
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day for us all/ 


Leaders, page 15 I A study in orange and green: one of the exhibits at the Hampton Court Flower Show which opens tomorrow 


Photograph: Emma Boam 


How sheer luck saved Iraq’s most 
brutal leader from the assassins 



Uday Hussein: Partially paralysed 


Patrick Cockbum 

Saddam Hussein’s son only escaped 
death in an ambush last December be- 
cause he changed places with his dri- 
ver at the last minute, a leader of the 
assassination squad has told The In- 
dependent in the first interview about 
tbe attack. 

Until a year ago Uday Hussein, with 
a reputation for violence that is ex- 
cessive even by Iraqi standards, acted 
as the de facto prune minister of Iraq. 
He recently left hospital, but is believed 
by Iraqis to be partially paralysed; one 
bullet is still lodged in his spine. Ismail 
Othman, who planned the assassina- 
tion attempt in Baghdad believes that, 
even if his group failed to kill Uday, per- 
haps the most hated man in Iraq, they 


eliminated him as a political leader. 

Mr Othman says the four gunmen 
“believed he would be driving the first 
car because he always did that In feet 
he had shifted to the passenger's seat.” - 

It was the most carefully planned as- 
sassination attempt in the MiddleEast 
since President Sadat of Egypt was shot 
dead at a mflitaiy parade 15 years ago. 
Strict security measures had ensured 
that until 12 December last year all as- 
sassination attempts. against Saddam 
Hussein and his famQy bad failed Iraqis 
were as impressed by the feet that the 
gunmen escaped as they were by the 
I.A that Uday had been sbor down. 

Mr Othman, a youngish Iraqi now 
hiding in a European capital, revealed 
that at first his group, called al-Nad- 
hah (the awakening) had considered 


kidnapping Uday, but decided it was 
too difficult. Instead they discovered 
a member of Uday’s own circle called 
Ra’ad al-Hazaa, whose uncle had 
been executed by Saddam Hussein, 
who was willing to help the assassins. 

Mr Hazaal earned that Uday was to 
attend a party in Mansur, a fashionable 
district of Baghdad, on the evening of 
12 December and passed cm the in- 
formation to Mr Othman’s group. 

“We thought Uday would have to 
take one of two routes to come to the 
party,” says Mr Othman. “We chose 
a place where the two roads met at a 
crossroads ... We knew he would be 
in one of three white Mercedes, all the 
same shape, model and with the same 
number plates to confuse attackers 
about the car Uday was in." 


When he arrived, four gunmen be- 
longing to aJ-Nadhah were waiting to 
intercept him. One threw a grenade 
and raced towards the convoy', firing 
a Kalashnikov at the driver of the first 
Mercedes under the impression it 
was Uday. It was only when a second 
gunman arrived that they realised 
Uday was still alive and shot at him. 

Since the Gulf War tbe US has spent 
SlOOm financing groups seeking to 
overthrow Saddam Hussein in a mil- 
itary coup. Although some 300 Iraqis 
have been killed asa result of these at- 
tempts the regime in Baghdad shows 
no sign of weakening. Mr Othnwn says 
his group had no connections outside 
Iraq and this may have beea the secret 
of tts survival. 

Iraqi rebel plot, page 13 


£ 200m of new trains on track to nowhere 


Christo Wohnar 

New trains, which cost £20Gm 
of taxpayers money to bufetare 
to be junked. Ttie 139 coaches 
intended for sleeper services 
through the Channel Tunnel will 
now never be used because 
London & Continental Rail- 
ways, which was given them as 
part of a deal with the Tory 

government, would make 
enormous losses running them. 

Rolling stock is being kept m 
a bunker on a disused Army 
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base in Warwickshire, and the 
company will now consider sell- 
ing or leasing out tbe trains. 

An announcement byL&CR 
— owned by a consortium that in- 
cludes Richard Branson’s Virgin 
- that it is abandoning sleeper 
services is expected shortly. 

The coaches, built by Metro 
CammeD in Birmingham, a sub- 
sidiary of GEC AJsthom, have 
also been hit by a number of 
technical problems, including 
electrical pitches. 

Despite the problems, many 

H School trip deaths 
A school was in mourning 
EJ last night after two British 
£nj teenagers on a trip abroad 
E3 were killed when their coach 
ije plunged into a ravine is tbe 
B French Alps. 5 


of the coaches have been com- 
pleted and testing has been 
raking place in Britain, Ger- 
many and France. 

Now LC&R may strip out 
their brand-new fittings and 
transfer them to domestic ser- 
vices. Virgin, which operates 
both the West Coast main line 
and the Cross-Country services, 

is likely to be short of trams if 
passenger numbers continue 
to grow and may tty w buy or 

lease the coaches which, though 

heavier than conventional 


THE BROADSHEET 


stock, would be perfectly 
suitable for domestic use. 

' Sleeper services through the 
tunnel were due to be intro- 
duced nearly two years ago fol- 
lowing a commitment by the 
Government to introduce them, 
which was reiterated by the 
then transport secretary, 'Brian 
Mawinnney, when he told the 
October 1994 Tory conference 
that they would be in service by 
early 1996. 

L&CR. which runs Eurostar 
services, has realised that there 


is no market for the sleeper 
trains, which were due to be 
running on a number of routes 
linking provincial towns in 
Britain with the Continent. 

For example, Plymouth and 
Swansea were to have been 
linked with a train at Kensing- 
ton Olympia in west London 
that continued to Paris. Another 
train was to have gone from 
Glasgow to Paris but would have 
taken 13 hours and was not go- 
ing to have a restaurant car. 

But tbe concept of sleeper 


trains is losing favour. An 
L&CR source said: “WeVe 
looked at all the sleeper train 
routes in the world, and we reck- 
on that there isn’t one that 
makes a profit" 

The night trains were built as 
a result of a political commit- 
ment by the lories to MRs in the 
the South West and the North. 
One inside source said: “There 
was a backroom stitch-up. MPs 
were promised the trains if 
they allowed the Channel 
Tunnel A a to go through.” 


MORTGAGES 
DESIGNED 
TO SUIT 
YOUR NEEDS 


To find out about Abbey Nationals wide 
range of mortgages, simply pop into 
your local branch, or call Abbey National 
Direct, quoting mpanai 

ref. A571A/13, 

0800 100 800 HP li 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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I was raped by captain, 
TA private teils tribunal 


A Territorial Army private was raped and suffered a barrage of 
sexual insults and abuse during a three-year iertod of ® 
ySST i-arassment", an industrial tetaal was told 

Tie 35-year-old woman from Loudon, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons. .and she was raped by a captain who was second in 
command of her unit. The attack was part of a three-year ordeal 

Sf SSSff fijft women Tcouits in the TA in London, 

she told the tribunal in central London yesterday. It is the first 

se ^i a f 1DSt P™-*™ SrmyreservTforce. 

She chums she was raped, grop^ piincfae * an/suflered 

^2 and^tefg^ voluntM 5' *"*“ *“> 

She also said she was raped on April 23,* 1994. “I was waiting for 
a taxi after leaving an event at the TA He came up to me and 
insisted on driving me home. We went to his house.” She told the 

SSFi? 1 5? ovcr - S^S the bed while he 

slept on the sofa. I woke up in the night with the captain on top of 
me. I told him to get off and asked him what he thought he was 
doing. I couldn i get him off. He had intercourse with me. 1 was so 
upset and shocked I didn t know what to do.” 

Sh e told the tribunal she did not contact the police or tell any 
senior officers within her TA unit. “I didn't think! anyone would 
beheve me. I just had to be strong and cany on." 



Doncaster councillors suspended 

Four leading .councillors in Doncaster have been suspended from 
the local authority s ruling Labour group following a new set of 
revelations concerning mispractice in the troubled authority . 

Former leader and deputy leader, Peter Welsh and Rav 
Stockhill, and two senior committee chairmen, Peter Birks and 
John Quinn, have been suspended from their positions as Labour 
councillors while an investigation is carried out into their role in a 
senes of planning decisions made over the past five years. 

Malcolm Glover, the council leader, said the suspensions bad 
been agreed with the national Labour Party. Doncaster is currently 
the subject of a major police inquiry following revelations earlier 
this year Lhat leading councillors had been on foreign trips at the 
council's expense without proper authority. Christian Wolmar 


Six million tune in to Mr Darcy 



i A iSt 



The brooding charms of Mr 
Darcy have captivated the 
nation for a second lime. 

Sunday night’s first double- 
length repeat of the Jane 
Austen serial Pride and 
Prejudice was watched by a 
peak audience of six million 
people on BBC1. 

It beat ITV’s new series 
Millennium which was watched 
by about five mfllion. 

BBC bosses are delighted 
that Colin Firth as Mr Darcy 
and Jennifer Ehle as Lizzie 


Benner has enthralled viewers once again. A spokesman said: “It 
shows that viewers love home-grown drama of high quality." 


Foster family to sue for negligence 

Four children who were sexually abused by a teenager rostered by 


their family yesterday won the right to sue the council and the 
social worker who placed him there for negligence. 

A High Court judge said lhat the social worker bad a duty of 
care to provide the foster parents with “reasonable" information - 
in this case that the boy had earlier received a caution for an 
indecent assault. But the jndge, Mr Justice Hooper, said that the 
parents were not allowed to go ahead with tbeir compensation 
claim for the trauma suffered after the 15-year-old boy sexually 
assaulted all four of their children, aged between seven and 1Z 

Glenda Cooper 


Benefits for Sierra Leone nationals 

The Government has designated Sierra Leone a “country of 
upheaval" with effect from 1 July, opening the way for nationals of 
the strife-torn west African state to claim benefits despite not 
having sought political asylum on entry to the UK. The move will 
help students or visitors who are now too afraid to return home in 
the wake of the 25 May coup. Patricia Wynn Davies 


MP's Bill against bad haircuts 

The motive was impeccable, the tuning perhaps a little close to the 
scalp. Just as the Prime Minister's wife was living down her stylist’s 
£2,000 trip to Denver yesterday, a Labour backbencher called for 
redress yesterday for the victims of bad haircuts. 

Introducing what he described as “a short, back and sides of a 
Bill,” Austin Mitchell. MP for Great Grimsby, urged a proper 
registration system for British haiidresseis. Of 110,000 hairdressers 
working in this country only 13,000 were registered, he said, while 
other European countries demanded recognised qualifications 
from anyone setting up a salon. Fran Abrams 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


^B The stylish SeaCat. 

Comfortably the best way to srarr 
^B your Summer holiday in France, And 
^B certainly at a very appealing price. 
^B Power to Boulogne in just 55 minutes 
in our high-speed catamaran. 

Relax with personal seat service, 
and enjoy award-winning Duty and Tax- 
free shopping. 

With only 35 cars on-board you're ofi 
our car decks in minutes and on your vva>: 

So call u$ today. 

And cut a dash this Summer. 


SeaCat 






HEALTH 


Sick building syndrome 
ruled out as cause of illness 


“Sick building syndrome" is a myth - but sick organisations an*. 
causing unexplained ill-health among their employees, psychiatrists 
say. ; ■ 

A study of 4,000 people working in 44 office buildings uncovered 
a clutch of symptoms associated with sick building syndrome, 
including wheeziness, sore throat, colds and flu, rashes and itching 
tiredness, blocked or runny nose, itchy eyes, cough and headache. 

Although these had some connection with the physical 
environment in which sufferers worked, there was a stronger link 
with job satisfaction. Those with tittle support at work had more 
symptoms, while those whose work was less demanding had fewer. 

Dr Alexi Marmot, an architect who conducted the study with her 
husband, Michael Marmot, professor of epidemiology ax University 
College Hospital, London, said: “I wouldn’t use the term sick 
building syndrome at all. There are sick organisations and poor 
management and a lot of people who have difficult lives — and that 
is what we are seeing here." Jeremy Laurence 
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Women lawyers get lower salaries 

Hie latest Law Society pay survey has revealed that women 
salaried partners are still earning an average of £9,000 a year less 
than their male counterparts, while average salaries of female - 
assistant solicitors log fry £4,000 behind males, 

Tony Girling, the society’s president, and Kamlesh Bald, 
chair woman of the Equal Opportunities Commission, said 
yesterday that they were writing to every solicitors' firm asking 
i|>wn to re-examine pay scales and implement the EOCs Equal 
Pay Code of Practice. 

Mr Girting said: “Discrimination in pay is professional 
misconduct, quite apart from being against the law of the land." 

Ms Bahl said: “ny equality makes good business sense. It helps 
keep down staff turnover and loss of key skills to a minimum. It 
also sends an important message about a firm's corporate values." : 

Patricia Wynn Davies 


A FINE ROMANCE: President Nelson Mahdete and Us partner, Graca: 
London today. They will take tea with the Queen and wfifaiso meet Tbrty 
bitter divorce. South Africans have taken delight m their preskfent'srefci 
the widow of Mozambique’s first president, Sahtbra Macbel, who died irr . 


SHOPPING 


Irrestistible rise of the gadget 


‘Conman posed as an Arab 
prince to win woman’s heart’ 


The supermarket chain Safeway is to update its hand-held 
shopping scanner - designed to help customers to keep are 
tola) of their purchases aud cut check-out queues. The niwfn- 
device will be able to say “hello" to shoppers when they sfrr‘ ' 
tip them off about special offers it thinks might interest the 
The gadget expands the self-scanning system, already used 
Safeway stores, which tots up shoppers’ bills as they go round 


wm. , 


store, so reducing check-out queues. But by using informal 
gleaned through S&feway's loyalty card scheme, this latest 


A smooth-talking conman posing as an Arab prince 
won file heart of a young woman after impressing 
her with tales of his luxury houses, fast cars, pri- 
vate jet and ocean-going yacht a court heard yesterday. 

Rageb Daghdugh, 51, then proposed to Sammar 
Razaq, 27, and ran up a five-figure bill for a wedding 
that never happened. 

Daghdugh, of Wilson Road, Stamshaw, Portsmouth, 
denies one count of obtaining services by deception be- 
tween 18 and 23 April last year. 

The charge alleges he obtained a £15,000 floral dis- 
play from Windsor florist Susan Barnes by falsely claim- 
ing he was Prince Azuldin A! Sanussi and had “sufficient 
funds'* to pay for his order. 

Michael Forward, prosecuting, told Southwark Crown 
Court This defendant, who preSdhtdd himself a S be^ ' 
ing a sophisticated businessman, debonair; worldly wise 
ami, more importantly; filthy rich, was not the Omar Sharif 
figure that Miss Razaq believed him to be, but had more 
in common with Reggie Perrin." ■ 

Mr Forward said Daghdugh mefMfes Razaq at a din- 


ner party thrown by her parents, in January 1996- “Dur- 
ing the course of the dinner party, the defendant said 
he was a Libyan businessman, a dealer in precious 
stones, gold and jewellery and living in opulent sur- 
roundings by the lake in Geneva in Switzerland. 

After a time, a relationship developed between him 
and the unmarried dentist and eventually he proposed. 

Mr Forward said that Miss Razaq asked herfiahc6 if 
they could have th eir reception on board his yacht prefer- 
ably while it was moored at Tower Bridge. 

He baulked at this idea, saying he found the waters 
of the Thames too muddy and suggested the quayside 
in. Southampton instead. 

1 Eventually the day came when Miss Razaq and many 
ofoer people found themselves at the quayside in 
. 'SObfoampton, waiting fertile arrivatofeb^^M»~qolng 
yacfrt They waited in vain, said Mf Forward^". ; ; 

The court heard. that Miss me defendant?, 

between £1 0,000 and £15,000 dmihgiheir sternowthfe^ 

■ lafonship. . .. TOSMSabSl ’ ’*£?■ 

The case continues. ' Kate WatsonSmytn 


is able to interact with each 
customer on an individual 
basis. 

■ Shoppers slot their cards 
into the machine when they 
pick up their trolleys. The 
computer can then tap into Lhe 
vast databank of information 
about diopping habits 
compiled over past visits. 
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The first shoppers to 
cpericnce the Handisc 


experience the Handiscan's 
personal service will be at the 
chain’s store in Aylesbury. 
Buckinghamshire. It will be 
introduced in about 50 stores 
try the end of the year. 




WELFARE 


Confusion leads to benefit fraud 


Archer’s Bill to 
reform succession 
passes first hurdle 


Jeffrey Archer, the best-selling au- 
thor and Tory peer, last night ap- 
peared set to change the law on 
the succession to the throne, with 
a minor piece of writing in the 
statute book that could outlast his 
most famous novels. 

Lord Archer (right) saw his Bill 
to give equal rights to women in 
the accession to the Crown pass 
its first hurdle, by being nodded 
through the House of Lords. It 
now stands a strong chance of be- 
coming law next year. 

He is believed to have the back- 
ing of senior Labour peers, who 
will give it a fair wind in the House 
of Lords. 

it is expected to gain a second 
reading in the autumn and go 
through its final stages in the 
Lords, raising the prospect that it 
could go through the Commons 
early in the New Year. 

“I think public opinion has 
shown very clearly this is no more 
than common sense as this Bill 
would not take effect until the first 
bom of Prince William. 

“I think most people would think 
it would be a fanciful to suggest 
that In 2060 women were not as 
capable of being monarch as 
men." • 

The rules of primogeniture, un- 
der which the eldest son inherits 
all his parents’ property have been 



Second Channel 4 
executive resigns 


raised in connection with the pos- 
sibility that Prince Charles might 
renounce his claim to the throne, 
to marry Camilla Parker Bowles. 

The next in line by age should 
be the Princess Royal, Princess 
Anne, who has gained popularity 
for her charitable and international 
work, after her own divorce. 

Primogeniture would rule her 
out from inheriting the crown, 
which would pass to Prince 
William, the eldest of the Prince's 
two children, and Prince Harry, be- 
fore the succession passed to 
Prince Charles’s brothers, the 
Duke of York and Prince Edward. 

. Lord Archer’s Bill will not have 
retrospective powers, and will not 
help the Royal Family to resolve 
the constitutional crisis, if the 
Prince of Wales does seek to re- 
marry. 

Colin Brown 


Peter Ansorge, Channel 4’s head 
of drama, became the channel’s 
second senior executive to leave 
yesterday within the first week of 
new chief executive Michael Jack- 
son's reign. 

Last week Seamus Cassidy, 
head of comedy for the channel, 
left because he wanted to return to 
programme-making. Mr Ansorge* 
however, is leaving because Mr 
Jackson’s plans for the channel 5 
“do not Include him", said a Chan- 
nel 4 source. 

Mr Ansorge's departure will in- 
crease tensions at the channel, 
where a number of commissioning 
editors are known to be worried 
about their future. They could all 
be teaching on media studies 
courses by the end of the year," 
joked one insider yesterday. 

Mr Ansorge, who had been with 
Channel 4 for 12 years, was the 
man behind its long-running asso- 
ciation with dramatist Alan Bieas* 
dale, the writer of QBH and Jake's 
Progress. He was also responsible 
for The Politician's Wife and over- 
seeing Brookside. 

Channel 4 denied there had 
been a dispute about Brookside's 
recent controversial portrayal of a 
woman dying of cancer. 

Works commissioned by Mr An- 
sorge will still be shown, including 
a dramatisation of Anthony Pow- 
ell's A Dance to the Music of Time. 

Paul McCann 


People who commit benefit fraud may simply have been desperate 
for money, confused about the system or unaware they were doing 
anything wrong, according to the Potky Studies Institute. 

Benefit fraud is estimated by the Government to cost the 
Exchequer around £4bn every year; and prosecutions have doubled 
since 1990-1 to reach 9,546 in 1994-5. 

The report, carried oat for the Department of Social Security, 
found that tough policies to deter people from breaking the rules 
were nnlikeJy to work, however because lew think that they are 
committing a real crime, and even those who admit they are doing 
wrong see no alternative. 

Many were conftased fry the complexity of the benefits system 
and were sometimes qnite unaware that they were doing wrong. 

The most effective way of tackling benefit fraud is through 
simplification of social security rules, coupled with clearer 
instructions and firm warnings. Tbugh prosecution policies should 
be targeted at the few premeditated and persistent offenders, the 
report argues. Glenda Cooper 


ROADS 


Blueprint for cutting traffic 


The pressure group Transport 2000 launches its alternative 
national roads policy today, to coincide with the Govemraent’s.owu 
review of the roads programme. .£• 

Transport 2000 says tee first step is to develop policies for W V 


cutting road traffic, by discouraging car use and planning new 
developments so teat people can get to teem without a car. 


developments so teat people can get to them without a car. 

In tee short term, lower speed limits with tough enforcement, . 
traffic calming and lorry bans are all needed, it says. Roads must no 
longer be planned in isolation, or in a piecemeal fashion. 

Improving or installing other transport options such as railways 
should always be considered at tee same time, it argues t 

Nicholas Schbon 
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news 


The art of 
generosity: 
the man 
who gave 
£7m to Tate 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


The nwsteiyjrtillionaire who has 
pul a fortune behind the trans- 
formation of the Tale Gallery 
has been .. identified as an 
SS-year-old art-loving busi- 
nessman who still works as a fi- 
nancial adviser. 

Sir Edwin Man ton has al- . 
ready gjven £7m towards the 
£31 m redevelopment of the 
Tale's MiHbank home in central 
London. He has now pledged 
a further £7m for the project 


Despite his age. Sir Edwin 
rfill acts as senior adviser to the 
American International Group, 
the company where he has 
worked for most of his life. 

Bom in Essex, he was edu 
caled at 'Shaftesbury Grammar 
School and London University. 
He went to New York in 1933 
when bewas 24 as a casualty on- 
- derwriter for the American In- 
ternational Corporation. He 
became president of the cor- 
poration in 1942 and chairman 
m 1969. He retired in 1975 but 
returned in 1982 as a senior 



Gifted: Detail from the recently discovered version of 
The Glebe Farm which has been bequeathed to the late 


in addition will be leaving 
the Tate a recently discovered 
Constable painting. The Glebe 
Farm, previously unkn own to 
Constable specialists. 

Sir Edwin gave the original 
£7m five, years ago anony- 
mously. It was the biggest sin- 
gle donation ever given to foe 
gallery. 

in 1994, he was knighted for 
“charitable' services to theTafe - 
Gallery”, but foe art world did 
not make foe connection be- 
tween the knighthood and foe 
donation. : . 

The money given by Sir "Ed-' 
win is crucial to foe redevelop- 
ment of foe Ifere at Mfllbank as 
the new Tate Gallery of British . 
Art, which will start, this year. 
It will house a collection chart- 
ing foe history of British art 
from the life’s holdings, while 
international contemporary art 
is moved to the new Thte 
Gallery of Modem Art at Bank- 
side on foe other side of foe 
frames. 

* The MiHbank redevelopment 
partly fimded by Sir Edwin will 
provide a new suite of six exhi- 
bition galleries, nine new or re- 
furbished gafieries and a second 
entrance m'Atterbury Street 
with an internal staircase lead- 
ing up to new upper-storey 
enes. 


ing 

gaUi 


adviser to foe reconstituted 
American International Group. 

His wealth derives largely 
from foe 4 million shares he has 
in the company, 'which are 
worth, more than £260m. 

• ^ Nicholas Serora, director of 
foe Ihte, confirming Sir Edwin 
as foe gallery's mystery philan- 
thropist, said: u It is a wonder- 
ful gift and will allow us to 
transform foe way-«p show 
British art here on MiHbank. 

“Sir Edwin is a marvellous^ 
man. He is quiet, shy and very* 
modest and has nptwanted his 
name up in fightsi which is why 
hehasnothaathcrecognitjon.” 

However, it is likely that foe 
redeveloped ThtewSl recognise 
Sir Edwin’s contribution in a 
formal way, perhaps with his 
name over one of foe rooms. 

Sir Edwin, who lives in New 
York, lists his recreations in 
Who’s Who as walking and art. 
In 1987, he was one of several 
anonymous donors who helped 
raise £3m to save Constable’s 
Waterloo Bridge for the nation. 

• The Glebe Form,- foe Con- 
stable painting which he owns 
and which he has bequeathed 
to foe Ihte, came to fight m the 
US two years ago. 

■Rvo versions are already at 
foe Thie, and a third at foe 
Detroit Institute of Arts. 



To die for? 



strips style 
to the bone 


Tarasin Blanchard 

Paris 

The curtains swathing ihe 
rooms in foe Parisian medical 
school were blood- red. but con- 
trary to rumours, there were no 
human remains or dismem- 
bered body pans to be seen in 
Alexander McQueen’s second 
and triumphant haute couture 
collection for Givenchy. 

This was foe collection foal 
McQueen failed lo deliver last 
January. Jr was pure theatre, 
with costumes ranging from 
tan an bustle jackets to a good 
number of dead animals, 
including crocodile and fox. 

Crows in 8ft cages were 
placed strategically around the 
catwalk. They had been brought 


were led to the crows, hence the 
bird cages. At yesterday’s show, 
the ghosts of those* women 
came back to haunt, wearing 
nut tm made up of pieces from 
travels around the world: 
Burmese necklaces, Japanese 
kimonos. Russian peasant 
dresses. Spanish bee, and foe 
mid Victorian gazelle horn, 
ruddy emerging from the side 
of a handbag. 

The collection was a complete 
departure from MeOucen’s last 
one fur Givenchy. Ii was a re- 
turn lu his own singular vision 
of fashion, executed with the fi- 
nesse and perfection of (he 
haute ciHiiure atelier. 

Waller Vim Bcirvndoncfc. foe 
Belgian designer u ho is no 
stranger to theatrics in his ow n 



Bird in the hand: Alexander McQueen, with feathered 
accessory, after the show Photograph: Gareth Watkins 


Haunted house: A lace headdress and veil, with bones 
presented by Alexander McQueen yesterday 


a typicaOy macabre offering from the Givenchy collection 

Photograph: Gareth Watkinsii'Reuters 


from foe countryside that morn- 
ing. The cages were designed by 
McQueen's art director, Simon 
Castin- the conceptual artist and 
one-time jeweller who used 
among other things, human 
sperm and animal bones in his 
work. He is the man responsi- 
ble for the water catwalk at Mc- 
Queen’s own collection In 
London that convinced 
Givenchy’s owners just three 
seasons ago that McQueen was 
foe man for the job. 

Castin dismissed foe stories 
of human remains being used in 
the show as “nonsense”, hut said 
the rumours must have come 
from someone inside foe design 
studio. He and McQueen have 
worked together for the past 
two months on the typically 
macabre idea for foe cofiectioa 

It is based around an Eliza- 
bethan professor of surgery 
who travelled the world picking 
up carpets and exotic trinkets. 
He later went mad and was 
accused of witchcraft. 

McQueen's collection took 
foe fictional story that the pro- 
fessor also collected some of foe 
world’s most beautiful women 
whom he stored in boxes. At his 
surgery, he set about dismem- 
bering foe bodies and piecing 
them together to form his own 
creations. Any unwanted parts 


works, was invited by McQueen 
to see foe show. “It’s great 
work," he said. "Everything he 
didn't do in his previous col- 
lection he did here." Also in the 
audience were potential cus- 
tomers. foe wives of Stephen 
Spielberg and Tom Hanks. 

McQueen. 27, is no stranger 
to the shock factor. His previ- 
ous collections under his own 
name have been held at 
Christchurch in east London, 
where Simon Cos tin was re- 
sponsible for foe use of horns, 
hair, and bone for the jew- 
ellery. His early collections 
caused outcry over their simi- 
larity to car-crash victims and his 
clothes are often considered in 
dubious taste. 

When Givenchy hired him, 
publicity - good and bad - was 
guaranteed. He was ihe 
provocative East End bad boy 
with bad manners, bad lan- 
guage. and bad teeth, foe bull 
in the china shop that is haute 
couture. 

At the end of the show. Mc- 
Queen and Honor Fraser, foe 
Scottish aristocrat who is foe 
new face of Givenchy, walked 
out to foe barrage of cameras 
and film crews that the house 
needs more than the haute 
couture customers to keep its 
fragrances and licences alive. 


Fayed to sell Windsors’ Paris treasures 



David Usbonw 

New York 


Duka of Windsor: Desk where lie 


t for his fami- 
ly in the former Paris home of foe 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor 
where he lives, Mohamed al Fayed 
fe to sell foe entire array of foe cou- 
ple’s goods and chattels that have un- 
til now remained inside it. 

The caUection, which includes 
foe desk at which foe then King Ed- 
ward VIII signed the papers of ab- 
dication in 1936, as well as a piece 
of foe wedding cake from his mar- 
riage to foe American-born Wallis 
Simpson, is to be auctioned by 


Sotheftyis in New %ric over nine -days 
from lfcto 19 September. 

The largest angle sale to be un- 
dertaken ikf Sotheby’s, it is sure to 
generate ekdtement among foe le- 
gions of devotees of al) things British 
and royal, in ihe United States es- 
pecially, and eclipse foe Christie’s sale 
of79dresses1rom Diana, the Princess 
of W^es, here two weeks ago. • 

Mf Fayed- bought the Bois de 
Boulogne residence of foe Windsors 
from foe City of Paris in 1986 on a 
50-year repairing lease. He moved ; 
with bis family into what had been 
the servants' quarters on the top 
floor. Aithe same time, he acquired 


all of foe couple’s possessions from 
foe Pasteur Institute to which they 
had been bequeathed by the 
Duchess, who died in 1986. 

While foe collection’s value has 
been set at about £3m, Diana 
Brooks, president of foe auction 
house, said yesterday that she ex- 
pected foe final tally from foe sale 
to be “well in excess” of that sum. 
Some are already valuing foe entire 
batch of 40,000 items at £30m. 

Mr Fhyed, foe owner of Harrods 
and of the Paris Ritz hotel said that 
the . entire proceeds from the sale 
would be distributed to children's 
charities in Britain, continental Eu- 


rope and North and South Ameri- 
ca. “You will undemand that this has 
been a very, very difficult decision for 
Mr Al Fayed,” his spokesman. 
Michael Cole, said in New York. 
However, he added that with his wife. 
Heini, and his four children, Mr 
Fayed could no longer live in foe 
house without expanding into the 
lower floors. 

Insisting on foe uniqueness of foe 
sale, Mr Cole added: "Never has 
there been, probably since the reign 
of King Charles l (his number of pos- 
sessions of an English king come at 
once on to the market for sale." 

Experts at Sotheby’s were also 


adding their assessments of the im- 
portance of the auction. “Every 
object tells a story," declared Joe 
Friedman, director of English fur- 
niture. “Through foe collection it is 
as if the Duke and Duchess them- 
selves were telling their own story. 
There could be no more intimate or 
poignant a record.” 

Under the gavel will be items rang- 
ing from paintings tty M minings 
and Degas, coins, military pieces, 
and, perhaps above all. the full ar- 
ray of foe couple's wardrobes which, 
in some eyes, set them apart as im- 
portant arbiters of fashion and taste 
in foe middle of foe centuiy. 



Duchess of Windsor Bequeathed 
possessions to Pasteur Institute 
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ith £1,000 cashback.” Concludes Extra Terrestrial conlerence. 
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A French policeman at the scene of the coach crash in which two. died yesterday; and (right) pupils mourn the death of their friends Photographs: Electronic Image/Reuters 

2 die in school coach plunge 


Louise Airy 

A school was in mourning last 
night after two British teenagers 
on a trip abroad were killed 
when their coach plunged into 
a ravine in the French Alps. 

David Bowes, headmaster 
of St James's High School in 
Fam worth. Bolton, broke the 
news of the tragedy to shocked 


Nicola Moore, 16. was killed 
when the bus she was on plum- 
meted more than 60 feet from 
a narrow road between the vil- 
lages of Nolre-Dame du Pro and 
Longefoy. 

A 14-year-old boy. Robert 
Boanlman, died later on theop- 
eraling table as he underwent 
emergency- surgery. His best 
friend, Keith Riddings. also 14. 
remained seriously ill last night 
in hospital in Grenoble. 

Parents of the dead and in- 
jured were on their way to 
Franco' yesterday, while the 
school will stay closed, today. 

Mr Bowes said members of 
staff at the school were very con- 


cerned for the famili es of the 
dead children. 

“We share their griefs he 
said. “The whole school is very 
shocked because of the events 
and staff are obviously anxious 
for news of the children and 
about their colleagues." 

Pupils were flung from the 
coach when it ran off a winding 
mountain road on a bend at 
9.15am. about 15 miles from 
where they had been staying in 
Peisey-Nancroix. The cause of 
the crash was nor known. 

The more seriously injured 
were taken to hospitals in the 
region by helicopter while otb- 
ers were taken by road. 

Last night 11 people were stiD 
being treated in Moutiers, in- 
cluding a 33-year-old female 
teacher and a 24-year-old man. 

Another 10 members of the 
party were in hospital at Bourg- 
St Maurice. None was badly in- 
jured, although a hospital 
spokesman said the children 
were very upset. “I think most 
of the children will be released 
soon. The bus was on a very 
dangerous road and fell around 
20 metres,'* the spokesman said. . 
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The group was part of a par- 
ly of 41 pupils and five staff on 
a “curriculum enhancement 
week" which involved white- 
water rafting and mountain 
biking. 

The group on the coach had 
been travelling to take part in 
a water-skiing day when it 
crashed. 

The party travelled to Fiance 
last week: another school group 
is in Holland. 

David Vicarage, the former 


rGranotte®, 


chair of school governors and 
a parent, said the 900-pupil 
school was a close community 
and that this would help them 
cope with the tragedy. 

But he added: “It realty is 
quite a dreadful situation - not 
something you would wish on 
your worst enemy. Only time 
will help us sort the situation 
out. 

“The staff and school have 
galvanised themselves into ac- 
tion to deal with this as best they 


‘The school is 
one big happy 
family. That is 
its strength 
and any death 
is like losing 
a 'member of 
016 6111111 / 


possibly can. We have an awful 
lot of shocked parents at the 
school." 

He added: “My office is full 
of parents who are very, very 
shocked and very anxious.” 

The Rev Lindsay Owens, 
who was chaplain at the school 
untQ recently, immediately went 
there to offer support to the 
staff as well as to the children. 

"St James's is one big happy 
family. That is the strength of 
the school and any death is like 


losing a member of the family. 
1 have offered my services as a 
counsellor to staff, parents and 
children." 

One pupD from St James’s 
School Steven McDermott, 14, 
had booked to go to France but 
changed his mind nine months 
ago. 

His mother, Janette. 38. said: 
“1 didn’t like losing the [£30] de- 
posit at the time but in this case 
£ am glad I did." 

The accident comes nearly a 
year after tragedy hit another 
school trip to France. Caroline 
Dickinson, 13, from Launces- 
ton, Cornwall, was raped and 
murdered as she slept in her 
dormitory in Pleine-Fougeres, 
Brittany. Her murderer has not 
been caught 

The area of Fiance which the 
Bolton party was visiting has be- 
come increasingly popular with 
schools in recent yean. 

A spokesman for the Ski 
Club of Great Britain said: 
“School visits to this area and 
to other mountain regions in 
Europe realty get going in the 
last two weeks of July and 
then throughout August.” 


Union leaders are expected lo 
ann ounce another three-day 
Strike al British Airways to be- 
gin on Saturday week, follow- 
ing the 72-hour stoppage 
beginning tomorrow. 

Nearly one-third of British 
Airways flights will be can- 
celled during the first three-day 
strike that starts lomorrow 
mornrog. with up to 40.000 pas- 
sengers affected. 

The airline carries 100.000 
people worldwide on a typical 
day, and was yesterday negoti- 
ating frantically with other car- 
riers in an effort to transfer 
travellers to other flights. 

Worst disrupted will be 
Heathrow, where only 15 per 
cent of European and 35 per cent 
of long-haul flights will leave. 
Among the European destina- 
tions but by cancellations wfll be 
Frankfurt. Amsterdam, Lyon. 
Ibulouse and Oporto. Among 
long-haul cancellations from 
Heathrow will be flights to 
North America. 

Inter-continental flights from 
Gatwick wfll also be badly af- 
fected, with only 35 per cent op- 
era ting. Among services 
disrupted will be those to des- 
tinations in South America and 
Africa. 

Passengers already on holiday 
who were due to fly back to 
Heathrow or Gatwick during 
the strike period wiD be strand- 
ed abroad unless their travel 
agents manage to make alter- 
native arrangements. And do- 
mestic flights in and out of 
Heathrow will be wiped out. 

However, domestic and Eu- 
ropean services from Gatwick 
will operate as normal, as will 
European and long-haul flights 
from Manchester, Birmingham, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow air- 
ports. Airlines that operate as 
franchise partners of BA such 
as Btymon and Logan air. mil 
also fly full services. 

A BA spokeswoman said 
that as a last resort people 
would be given full refunds on 


their tickets. The airline says 
that flights wfll be staffed by 
non-union employees and cab- 
in crew in unions not involved 
in the dispute. 

The airline has spent 
£500,000 on an advertising cam- 
paign giving details of disrupt- 
ed flights. Despite that travel 
agencies were inundated with 
inquiries yesterday. 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
made clear last night that it fore- 
saw no active intervention by the 
Government in the dispute; it 
said it was best sorted out by the 
two sides involved. 

There has been speculation 
that Tony Blair might take an in- 
terest because of his friendship 
with Bob Ayling, of British Air- 
ways. and Bill Morris, of the 
transport workers' union, but 
that was firmly ruled out 

The Transport and General 
Workers' Union expects the 
company to demand that strik- 
ers, returning lo work on Sat- 
urday. sign an agreement to 
work' normally. Failure would 
lead to dismissal it is believed. 

The company said yesterday 
that approximately half the 
crew rostered to work during 
this week's strike had indicat- 
ed their intention to do so. More 
employees than anticipated 
were prepared to work and 
that would mean an increased 
level of strike-breaking ser- 
vices. a spokesman said. 

Tbc union will decide to- 
morrow whether to press ahead 
with industrial action by 9,000 
groundstaff in protest at the sell- 
off of BA's catering division. 

Sources in the union predict 
that the catering personnel will 
reject the package, although 
management believes it will be 
accepted. If action by ground 
staff goes ahead, it is expected 
that a 24-hour strike would be 
called to coincide with next 
week's disruption by cabin crew. 

Contrary to private briefings 
last week by officials of the 
GMB general union, its 3,500 
members among the ground- 
staff voted against strikes. 

Andreas Whittam Smith, 
page 17 


FREE 



Thinking Internet? 
Think Which? Online! 


"• I ISP' CABLE* WIRELESS 

V *•*’* ' . : • : ^ -v. - 

/siV.C- 0 : A- . ;V- .‘p.'.:-.*} V - ... : - 

YOU’RE FAR BETTER OFF WITH MERCURY 


YOU CAN SAY THAT AGAIN 










Which? Online is the Internet service brought to you by 
Which?, an organisation respected nationwide for its 
integrity and trustworthiness. Not only does Which? 
Online provide the speediest of access to the World 
Wide Web, an e-mail address and the ability to create 
your own Web pages, it also gives you exclusive access 
to a wealth of consumer information on the Internet. 

Return the coupon or call the number below and 
you’ll receive a free CD giving you everything you need to 
get online - plus 30 days' free unlimited Internet access 
and Which? Online with no commitment. We’ll also send 
you a compTimentary ‘Beginner’s Guide to the Internet 1 
booklet Reply today - access to toe world’s greatest 
library, and more. Is just around toe comer! 

Sample the Internet and Which? 
Online for 30 days - free of charge 
and with no commitment! 

0345 300 191 






‘-'E'A’e:':'/: 

■ V**- •/ • 

•• • : 

V.- *■ • s - ; ' 








s: - 







nww quota w h wn o* nunbar 7AL B7J 

Ptease call the number above, or return this coupon to: 

Which? Online, FREEPOST (BS 4335), Bristol BS1 3YZ. 

YES! I would like a FREE CD giving me 30 days’ 
FREE unlimited Internet access and Which? Online. 

PLEASE COMPLETE IN CAPITALS 

S urname (Mr/Mrs/MissMs/Otoed 

Forenamefe) — — 

Address - — 

. Postcode 

Ybwcooiputer *u n«d» h*»Bwoittng IBM ewnpmtt*. 

software «« *out fl iwflabytea erf h»d dak apace and noods at least 8 megabyte® ot RAM to nm. \bu wS also naad a m 


-xS 


"FOR INTERNATIONAL CALLS 
YOU'RE FAR BETTER OFF WITH MERCURY. 



Internet access you can trust il 1 1 iT 


GUARANTEED CHEAPER CALL BILLS OR DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK. 

You’ve read right.Wich Mercury SmartCall, you can enjoy BT’s PremierLine and Friend* and Family) rhat ii you 
savings of at least 20% on international calls weekday don’t, we'll refund double the difference. For details cal! 
evenings and alJ weekend. What^s more, you can also save the number below. On the double. 

24% on an evening long distance UK call. And 16% on a ft/lg fCU TV SlTl3XtC3ll 

local evening call. In fact, were so confident that you ’ll • + •%*** 

save money on your call bill With Mercury (even against FfeeCall 0500 500 366 


fttm Mimnp tmm * JD/0A/ 1 997, ten ^ BT~, tor uuc.fr ,illi ,-J5 mimuo. *“"*• 

Sn-hv fra fit rf £4.30 fr*. 1377 «*** BTJ fa* *f<* .»* A*.*** uhemn. h«r ^ jmd offc*. 

Shi nmtiUr m CMmt Cm/ <v touted 


. 










TTFESDAY 8 JULY 1997 « THE INDEPENDENT 


news 


W’ n 


Short’s code of conduct for ethical trading V; 


Diane Coyle 

Ec onomics Editor 

The Government hopes to use 
consumer pressure to persuade 
businesses of the merits of eth- 
ical trade with the Third World, 

Clare Short, Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment, wiU today announce 
government support for an ini- 
tiative to develop a code of busi- 
ness conduct for trading with the 
world's poorest countries. 

Some of the country's biggest 
retailers, including Sainsbuxy's, 
Safeway, C&A. Littlewoods 
and the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, have already starred to 
introduce “ethical trading” 
codes. Under the Governments 


urinative, they will help de- 
velop a benchmark set of vol- 
untary ivies covering the pay 
conditions under which 
P>ods retailers import from 
countries are made. 

Ms Short hopes that con- 
pressure on ethical trade 
will build up in a parallel to the 
SWn consumer movement. In 
her speech at the Institute of Di- 
rectors today she will say; “The 
ethical movements are growing 
instruments of change and de- 
velopment. Consumers are in- 
creasingly using their power.” 

The Government's new Ini- 
Native follows a decision by re- 
tail group Burton last week to 
cease importing clothes from 
suppliers in Burma. Us an- 


Chile: Human-rights abuses by Pinochet’s 

g overnment in Santiago sparked on a boycott of 
hilean wine. 

South Africa: Throughout the Bghttes. the British 
middle-classes spurned wine and fruit. After Nel- 
son Mandela's release. South African wine sales 
shot up. 

Romania: In January. Amnesty International called 
on consumers not to buy Romanian wine as the 
country still has the most dracoman anti-gay laws 
ri Europe. 


McDonald’s: Reataixanis around Britain were boy- 
cotted during the record-breaking l*be! trial which 
finished last month. 

McDonald’s refused to cave in, though the court 
ruled Thai they had exploited children. Ibe cam- 
paign continues, largely on the McSpothgnt Web 

fiance: After the outrage at France’s nudear-tests 
on Muroroa Alol 13 months ago (wine sates were 
hil). Chirac promised he would comply with the test 
ban treaty. 


business to oomc out of the 
ghetto and into the mainstream. 


□ouQcerment came after The 
Independent and the BBC's 
Nemnight exposed working 
conditions there 

Ms Short wOl announce that 
the Government is to take a 
more active role in encouraging 


ethical trade. It will provide seed 
money for other businesses and 
charities such as Oxfam and 
Christian Aid to develop a code 
of conduct. 

A spokesman for Safeway 
said: “YVfe will work with gov- 


ernment departments and oth- 
er organisations to nv and get 
an agreed approach. Fair trad- 
ing standards will only work if 
they are industry-wide." 

A spokesman for Christian 
Aid said: “It is time for ethical 


products.” 

In her speech. Ms Short will 
say. “My hope is that we can in- 
creasingty work together toward 
? shar ed sense of purpose in dfan- 
mating poverty from the globe” 
She will stress the importance of 
a partnership between the Gov- 
ernment, businesses and con- 
sumer and pressure groups. 

The role of business is crucial, 
Ms Short will say. because pri- 
vate trade and investment dwarf 
official aid flows in scale. Trade 
Sows between the UK and less 
developed countries amounted 
to nearly a hundred times the 


size of the official aid pro- 
gramme. and UK investment in 
less developed countries 
amounts to more than that 
from France, Germany and 
Italy combined. 

The Government's stress on 
voluntary measures to press 
for belter pay and conditions in 
poor countries will be Jess con- 
troversial than separate moves 
to write minimum labour stan- 
dards into international trade 
agreements. 

Although the unions and 
many aid organisations favour 
blocking imports made in what 
they consider lobe exploitative 
conditions, many developing 
country governments see this as 
plain trade protectionism. 


For sale: 
luxury 
apartments 
aboard the 
cruise of a 
lifetime. 
Asnipat 
£4.5m 


Louise Jury 


For the men and women who have 
everything - a £4.5 m private apart- 
ment on a giant cruise liner. 

Destination - the carnival in Rio. 
the grand prix in Monaco, and ail the 
sassiest events in the world's social 
calendar. 

Plans for the ship. The World qfftes- 
idenSea, feature a liner larger than the 
QE2 and a membership culled from 
the address books of the wealthy. 

The idea is to create one giant fear- 
ing luxury mansion block where the 
most affluent people can enjoy their 
own homes with neighbours just like 
themselves. 

Its itinerary will include the Scan- 
dinavian fjords, the Caribbean, Mex- 
ico and New York, as well as calling 
at events like the Sydney Olympics in 
2000. 

Some unable to tear themselves 
away from their money-making ven- 
tures are even reported to be plan- 
ning to set up business on board tbe 
1,000ft. 85,000 ton ship which will 
boast a spa. tennis courts, seven 
restaurants and a supermarket. 

“The Worid offers the opportunity 
to own a private home in the world's 
greatest cities and resorts, to travel 
the world without leaving the com- 
fort and security of one's own home." 
according to Savills, the estate agent 
marketing the project. 

Charles Weston-Baker, a Savills 
director, admits it is one of the more 
unusual sales opportunities he bas 
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Sailing by: An artist’s impression of The World of ResidenSea, a floating home for the wealthy, complete with fully-furnished apartments Onset) 


handled. But he claims to have had 
a string of inquiries already from those 
wearying of the troubles of staffing 
and maintaining yachts or second 
homes in the Caribbean and Mediter- 
ranean. 

“There's been a tremendous 
amount of interest and what's been 
most interesting is how serious most 
of those responses have been." he said 
vesterdav. 


“I’ve had several sales from all sorts 
of areas, but mostly people who run 
their own companies or are senior 
partners in (aw and accountancy 

Millionaires who balk at the 
£4.5 m price tag can take something 
a little smaller, starting at £800,000. 
furnishings included. Maintenance 
is an extra 5 per cent per annum. A 
press launch at the Dorchester Ho- 


tel in Park Lane, central London 
today, aims to confirm the luxury 


The liner is tbe brainchild of Knut 
Kloster Jnr, a member of the Nor- 
wegian family which is credited with 
starting the holiday cruise industry in 
the 1960s. 

The $500m (nearly £300m) 
scheme needs bookings in the bag to 
proceed. But it is understood that 


nearly a fifth of the 250 apartments 
have been sold and tbe project is dose 
togo-ahead. 

Three ship yards, thought to be in 
Finland, France and Germany, are in 
the running for the business and a 
contract is set to be sealed in the next 
couple of months, with delivery in 
time for the Millennium. 

The only doud on the horizon is 
a scheme by Mr Kloster’s father for 


the world’s biggest passenger ship. Af- 
ter 10 years in planning, the Phoenix 
is yet to rise. 

One cruise industry insider said the 
failure of the Phoenix meant there was 
a certain scepticism as to whether the 
Worid could succeed. 

But he added: “It could happen. 
The Klosters have got a good track 
record in cruises. They are not be 
scoffed at." 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 



Freedom proves fetal to 
eagle owl of St Paul’s 


Rachel Woollett 

An escaped eagle owl which 
had been nesting in the roof 
of St Paul’s Cathedral for the 
last two weeks was found 
dead by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals yesterday. 

The bird, affectionately 
known as Paula, was spotted 
by a visitor, and later found 
lying below its usual perch by 
Inspector Lee Hopgood. 


RSPCA officer for Westmin- 
ster and Camden. 

Tbe cause of death has not 
been established, but foul 
play is not suspected. Mr 
Hopgood said; "It definitely 
looked underweight. There 
were no visible signs of 
harm." The body has been 
taken to London Zoo for a 
post-mortem examination. 

Mr Hopgood had followed 
Paula’s progress over the last 
18 months, as sightings were 


made of a bird of prey in Re- 
gent's Park and Camden. It is 
believed to have escaped 
from captivity, as eagle owls 
are not native to Britain. 

Paula bad been feeding on 
pigeons nesting around St 
Paul's and appeared to be in 
perfect health when sighted 
last Friday. 

Mr Hopgood said: “It’s a 
real shame. I hoped this bird 
would fere well out of captivi- 
ty, but obviously not-" 


Clare Short Wants to promote 
trade with a conscience 


Rush for 
Oasis: 
know 
what I 
mean? 

Agnds Several 


No maybe about it. The Gal- 
lagher brothers’ new single is 
definitely heading for number 
one in the charts. 

Released yesterday, the new 
Oasis single. “D'You Know 
What I Mean”, has already 
sold thousands of copies, with 
some fans even beginning to 
quene on Sunday night to take 
advantage of a special mid- 
night opening at 20 HMV 
stores. 

In the Mancunian band's 
home town, 200 fens queued 
outside the HMV store, and a 
similar number did the same in 
Nottingham to enable them to 
buy a copy at the first oppor- 
tunity. Mark Fletcher, manag- 
er of the Nottingham store, said 
several hundred people crowd- 
ed into his shop during a 45- 
minute period to be the first 
owner of the record. *Tt’s def- 
initely outsold our expectations 
and is certain to do very 
wdL”be said. “The publicity sur- 
rounding the new record has 
created a lot of awareness for 
the new album too which is due 
out in mid-August. Now our 
plan is to do this again and open 
at midnight for the album." 

HMV anticipates selling 
100,000 copies before the end 
of the week. “Every other sin- 
gle that is being bought is an Oa- 
sis single,” said a spokesman. 

A spokesman for the Virgin 
Megastore, in central London, 
said about 1.000 copies had al- 
ready been sold, and he added: 
“We expect co sell 10,000 by the 
end of the week." The total fig- 
ure for the chain's 76 UK stores 
would be about 50 000, he said. 

Two other Virgin stores - in 
Aberdeen and Norwich - also 
opened at midnight. In Nor- 
wich, 326 copies were sold with- 
in 20 minutes. 

Tower Records, in Piccadil- 
ly, had sold 323 copies of the sin- 
gle by mid-afternoon yesterday. 
“This is more than the number 
of singles we would sell for a 
whole weekend,” said the head 
of the singles department. 
“Such sales are realty unusual 
Singles are not sold like that. 
People are used to waiting for 
the album to be released." 

A spokesman for Tbwer 
Records said: “We expect to sell 
1,500 copies by the end of the 
week. Oasis’s single is already 
number one of our chart. It will 
be number one in the national 
chart next week." 

Leading article, page 15 


m Now is your chance. We re giving away the Dell Dimension XPS H233 
incorporating the most advanced Pentium® Dprocessor for the 
unbelievably low price of £1.299 {£1,555.70 inc del. & VAT). And to 

Pentium"]! , , , 

give you no further excuses there s a free set of speakers * for the first 

250 customer orders. All from the world's 


largest direct PC manufacturer.** Visit our 


website or call us today. 
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news 



gets a 



feeling 


Stephen Goodwin . 

Heritage Correspondent 

“That antique house”, as Lord 
Byron called Newstead Abbey, 
his. family home, may soon be 
trembling with more than the 
tread of the Romantic poet’s rev- 
erential fans. More than a wifl - 
tion tons of coal is to be extracted 
fro-m beneath the bufldfaog and its 
foundations are expected to 
drop by at least a foot. 

Newstead, eight miles north 
of Nottingham, is a mining vil- 
lage and the plan by Midland 
Mining to work a 6ft seam hatf- 
a-roQe beneath the abbey will 
safeguard 500 jobs. 

But the company’s assur- 



ances that the poet’s andent 
home will not suddenly slump 
into a crater and that any crack- 
ing will be made good, has cut 
no ice with the Byron Society or 
conservationists. 

can hardly believe anyone 
could contemplate such a thing,” 


BBC cuts 
a fifth of 
producer 
budgets 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The BBC wOI confirm to Par- 
liament today that it is to cut 
20 per cent from its pro- 
^ramme-making costs after hav^ 
mg to defend pay increases of 
up to 40 per cent for its senior 
directors. ’• 

Broadcasting unions have al- 
ready warned that the nay ris- 
es will jeopardise the willingness 
of BBC staff to co-operate with 
the cutbacks. 

The corporation will say in its 
annual report to Parliament 
that it plans to cut its pro- 
gramme-making costs by a fifth 
over the next five years by us- 
ing new technologies to re- 
place staff. But because of a 
tactical blunder the BBC had to 
defend its leaked pay settlement 
for directors - which included 
a £55,000 increase to £354,000 
a year for director-general John 
Bin - by giving the press the 
salaries of chief executives in 
commercial media companies. 

Gerry Morrissey, chief ne- 
gotiator for the joint unions at 
the BBC, said the rises would 
be greatly resented by the 
BBC’s 22,000 staff who ac- 
cepted a 2.8 per cent rise last 
week. “This will have a major 
repercussion for the savings 
they want to make in the future. 
The staff will see that there is 
no point making the next round 
of savings if they are being 
used to fund pay increases for 
the directors.” 

The broadcaster achieved 
30 per cent cuts in its manage- 
ment and administration de- 
partments over the past three 
years and announced last year 
that it would be turning its at- 
tention to programme-making. 
Around 2^00 jobs have al- 


ready gone over the last three 
years, according to broadcast- 
ing unions- They believe the sav- 
ings will come by reducing the 
budgets for programmes by 
5 per cent a year, and by re- 
placing permanent staff with ca- 
sual and freelance workers. 

The biggest pay increase was 
for Ronald Ned. chief executive 
of the BBC’s production <fiw- 
sion, who reportedly saw hfe'pay 
and pension package rise by 
39 per cent to £226,000. Will 
Wyatt, chief executive of BBC 
Broadcast, received a 27 per 
cent rise to £240.000. 

“We went at its scientifical- 
ly,” said Sir Christopher Bland, 
chairman of the BBC board of 
governors and head of the ex- 
ecutive remuneration commit- 
tee. "BBC policy is to pay in line 
with the market. There would 
be very few people in the BBC 
who couldn't move for more 
money, and that applies to the 
top, middle and bottom." He 
said the pay rises were in “low- 
er quart fle” of the industry. 

Sir Christopher listed’ the 
salaries of Channel 4 chief ex- 
ecutive Michael Grade, who re- 
ceived £464,000 last year, Greg 
Dyke, chief executive of Pear- 
son Television, who received 
£400,000 and Nigel Walmsley. 
chairman of Carlton Television 
who received £364,000 to justi- 
fy Mr Btrt’s rise. 

■ The lighter side of Gordon 
Brown is to be given an airing in 
two new “fly-on the wall” tele- 
vision documentaries. Featuring 
the Chancellor during the elec- 
tion campaign and bis first weeks 
in the Treasury, ITV says Mr 
Brown comes across as warm, 
funny and emotional. Network 
First: Out of the Shadows and T*& 
Arc The Treasury are due to be 
screened in the autumn. 


DAILY POEM 


New lullaby 

By Martyn Cruceftt 

With a mournful recital 
he has snug himself to sleep 
cmtl m' lay him in the dark 

1 mty to siiil out once in a while, transmitted to a second room 

ii ,«g/r and hush-hush 
of bedclothes that to us 
if same fabulous beast 
stirred towards a dream 

nil a glimpse of back, 
rolling half abtnv. below waves, 
then risen, dripping, 
with the deep still upon him, 
it sipiealmg that wants a touch. 

<i voice, intuitive, 
calming some eoh or dqg 
or little bird and fainting back 

into the ohl whale satg 
ground out. tidal, original, 
darn'd and drawing up 

exety ounce of unsleep out of hade, gathered shwh to a point 
and let go as he slips 

.do - yet to come tu our hands. 

Tin- lira and k»l sections - “Ante" and “Pbst” -of Martyn Crnce- 
fix’s new collection. A Madder Ghost, concern the 
... 0 f (he poet’s son, Thomas. A Madder (Jiost is published, pnre 
f7.g5.bv Eoitharmon Press at 36 St George’s Arenas. London N7 

0HD. 


said Ken Puislnw. chairman of 
the abbey's 200-strong branch of 
the society. “Byron fans all over 
the world will be outraged when 
they hear of this.” 

Mr Purslow yesterday wrote 
to Chris Smith, the Secretary 
of State for National Heritage. 


urging biro to intervene and 
somehow stop any digging be- 
low the abbey, parts of which are 
SOO-yeais-old. But it is difficult 
to see how he can. The company 
owns the mineral rights and no 
planning permission is required 
Tor the work. 


Nottingham City Council, 
which owns the Grade l listed 
building and its surrounding 
parkland has opted for a prag- 
matic course. “Since there is 
nothing wc can do about it in 
law, we are concerned to work 
with the company and make sure 


that anything that needs to be 
is shored up hi advance.” ir said. 

Newstead attracts 35,000 vis- 
itors a year, including scholars 
wishing to study its unrivalled 
collection of the poet's manu- 
scripts and letters. The abbey 
dates back to the 12th century 


when it was founded hv Henry 
11 as an Augustin ian priory. It 
was converted into a house by 
Sir Byron in 154(1, but by the 
time the ill-starred lover, the 6th 
baron, inherited News lead in 
1798 it had fallen into disrepair 
- though the ghostly halls and 


Shaky foundations: Fans of 
Lord Byron (above) are angry 
at plans to mine his former 
home at Newstead Abbey 
Photograph: Doug Marke 

the sen>c of decay seemed to ap- 
peal to his melancholy nature. 
Debts forced him to sell the 
family home in ISIS and it 
eventually passed lo Notting- 
ham City "Council in 1931. 

The Annesley-Beniinck col- 
liery. where the coal will be 
mined from, dales back lo ISM). 
Doug Williams, Midland Min- 
ing's sun- eying and environ- 
mental engineer, said coal was 
extracted from a shallower seam 
beneath the abbev in the 1920s. 



I YES. I'D LIKE TO SHM SOME Of MY ■ 

GOOD FORTUNE WITH HOMBESS PEOPLE 


Free share issues are bringing unexpected benefits 
to many Building Society investors like myself. 
That’s really good news. So I’d like to share some 
of my good fortune with homeless people, through a 
gift to Shelter. Here is my gift of: 

□ £25 □ £100 □ £250 Otter £ 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 
Address ___ 


Postcode 


lb give to cart, bp if yon 

Mould gee to trasfep ay stores 
lo S&efleP, please pbtne free om 

umi ik -it mu 

m 



Please enclose your cheque/Postal Order (payable to 
Shelter) with this coupon OR complete the credit card 
authorisation below and send it to Shelter, Room 1 4, 
FREEPOST, 88 Old Street, London EC1B 1ND: 

□ Please charge the above amount to my 

□ MasterCard □ Visa Card D CAF Charity Card 


Number 


J L 


J L 


J I L 


Expiry Date 
Signature _ 
Date 1 — i — 


97/1/22 


Aff money raised nil go towards Sheters 
vita) servers and campaigning Someot 
Shelters services are grant aided by the 
Department of She Enwrnmani. 


Shelter 

Registered in London 1038133 Chanty Number 263710 
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politics 


Government 


to have its 


hand in 


every school 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


The Government and local authorities 
will get unprecedented powers to drive 
out failure in schools under proposals in 
a White Paper aimed at levering up na- 
tional educational standards. 

Excellence in Schools, published yes- 
terday under the banner of "zero toler- 
ance "of failure", paves the way for a 
school system in which tough improve- 
ment targets will be set at every level, 
from the Government through local au- 
thorities and schools down to 
individual teachers. 

When? those targets are not met, the 
paper provides for a series of penalties 
intended to guarantee improvement. 
Sanctions include the rapid sacking of bad 
teachers, closure of failing schools and 
the suspension of powers of education 
authorities. 

Parents will also play a role in the stan- 
dards crusade, underpinned by compul- 
sory home-school contractswhlch will set 
out the rights and responsibilities of 
schools, parents and pupils, including 
stipulations on homework. 

Local authorities will play a far more 
significant role than they did under the 
Conservatives in monitoring standards 
in their schools and providing advice and 
support LEAs will gain die power to take 
back control of funds or appoint extra 
governors if a weak school falls to heed 
“early warnings", without the need to wait 
for a “failure" verdict from inspectors. 

However, authorities* “education de- 
velopment plans", drawn up in con- 
junction with schools, will be subject to 
approval by the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation and Employment. The new pro- 
posals would also allow the Government 
for the first time to force an LEA. to close 
a failing school. 

The hand of government will stretch 
right inside the classroom, where schools 
will be required to set pupils by ability un- 
less they can prove they use an effective 
alternative approach and. in the case of 
primaries, set aside an hour a day for 
teaching the three Rs. The stress on tar- 


get-setting to raise standards, backed up 
ty a combination of pressure and support 
forms the heart of a White Paper which 
also sets out steps to increase parents’ in- 
volvement in the standards crusade. 

“Parents are a child's first and enduring 
teachers" who play a “crucial role in help- 
ing their children leant” says the paper, 
which will be distributed in simplified 
form in supermarkets. It proposes more 
family learning schemes, under which 
parents with poor literacy and numera- 
cy are encouraged to improve their own 
skills to allow them to help their children. 

All schools will also have to draw up 
a home-school contract to reflect the re- 
sponsibilities of school, parents and 
pupils over issues such as standards, dis- 
cipline. attendance and homework. 
Though the agreements will not be 
legally binding - a potential minefield for 
schools - they are intended to be “pow- 
erful statements of mient". The white 
Paper also makes clear the Government’s 
concern that the present level of exclu- 
sions is too high, and outlines plans to 
consult on new guidance for schools. 

Ministers were quick to stress that new 
responsibilities for authorities in moni- 
toring and enforcing standards did not 
detract from the role of the schools 
watchdog, Ofcted. which will continue to 
inspect schools at least every sixyears and 
will begin inspecting LEAs. 

However, a series of proposed reforms 
would see schools given just two terms' 
notice of inspection instead of five - sav- 
ing time wasted on lengthy preparation, 
and introduce an appeals process for 
schools unhappy with their report 

Other measures unveiled in the White 
Paper include moves to improve train- 
ing of teachers and heads, and the set- 
ting up of a General leaching Council 
to regulate and promote the 
profession. =The paper also sets the seal 
on established government policies, in- 
cluding cutting infant class sizes to no 
more than 30 and abolishing grant main- 
tained status in favour of a new frame- 
work encompassing community, aided 
and foundation schools. 
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Guiding hand: The Government plans to play a far more interventionist role in the classroom 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


12-year-old mother’s dream 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


Britain’s youngest mother 
promised yesterday that she 
would raise her daughter not to 
make the same mistake she 
had. Her pledge came as the 
health minister, Tessa JowelL 
declared that reducing teenage 
pregnancies would be at the 
centre of a new government dri- 
ve to reduce the health gap be- 
tween rich and poor. 

Jenny Teague, 12. from 
Poole, Dorset, whose hither is 
unemployed, did not realise 
she was going to have a baby un- 
til she was eight months preg- 
nant after one night of 
experimental sex with a 13- 
year-old boy. Posing for pictures 
with her daughter, Sasha, now 
three months old. she said: 
“My one big dream is to be old- 


er. 1 am too young to have a 
baby.” 

Yesterday, Ms Jewell, 
launching the Government’s 
public health strategy, said that 
stopping teenage pregnancies 
was a way of breaking the cycle 
of inequality. “It is all loo like- 
ly to be a cause as well as a 
symptom of poor education, un- 
employment and social exclu- 
sion. If a healthy school can 
keep a child from following her 
mother by getting pregnant at 
17 she has a better chance of 
getting qualifications, getting a 
job, breaking out of the loop." 

Ms Jowell, Britain's first min- 
ister of public health, an- 
nounced plans at a London 
conference to promote healthy 
schools and workplaces, to de- 
vise new health targets, an in- 
dependent review of health 
inequalities and a Green Paper 


in the autumn setting out the 
Government s strategy. 

She was joined by Estelle 
Morris, education minister, and 
Michael Meacher. environment 
minister, to demonstrate the 
Government’s determination 
to incorporate all departments 
in the strategy. 

Ms Jowell said deprivation 
and inequality were blots on so- 
ciety and there were many ex- 
amples of how the social divide 
damaged health. The death 
rates for men in social class V 
were three times those of social 
class I, and children in social 
class V were five times more 
likely to die in an accident than 
those in social class L 

Employers will also be tar- 
geted to improve health at work 
and reduce the 187 million days 
lost in sickness absence which 
cost industry £12bn a year. 



Jenny Teague: ‘Too young* 


Champion of justice could 
ran home affhirs watchdog 


Coin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


There was growing speculation 
in Westminster yesterday that 
Chris Mulliru who successfully 
campaigned for the release of 
the Birmingham Six and the 
Guildford rcrnr, could become 
the next chairman of the cross- 
party Commons select 
committee on home affairs. 
Mr Muliin, who lists justice 


among his special interests, 


would give the committee a 
challenging role in defending 
human rights, and questioning 
law and order initiatives by 
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary. 

A former editor of Tribune, 
Mr Muliin has earned wide- 
spread respect for his success- 


ful campaigns. In spite of being 
an irritant with the establish- 
ment in the past, he was given 
the parliamentary accolade of 
being invited by the Govern- 
ment to make one of the two 
loyal addresses to the Queen's 
Speech on the State Opening of 
Parliament 

His victory in Sunderland 
South was the first result to be 
declared on election night and 
the swing pointed to Labour’s 
landslide. His reputation for 
challenging the establishment 
could cause doubts in the 
Labour whip's office, but they 
are supposed not to have a hand 
in the selection of the chairman 
of the select committees, which 
is carried out by the members, 
who have yet to be appointed. 


Gerald Kaufman, who made 
the other loyal address to the 
Qneen’s Speech, is expected to 
retain the chairmanship of the 
National Heritage Committee, 
which is likely to look into the 
development of the Royal 
Opera House as one of its pri- 
on ties. His report on the need 
to aid the film industry was re- 
jected by the Tory government, 
but it was acted upon in the 
Budget by Gordon Brown. 

Geoffrey Johnson Smith, a 
widely respected senior Tbiy 
backbencher, was being tipped 
to take over the chairmanship 
of the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, the public spending 
watchdog, which by tradition 
will go to a Toiy chairman 
under a Labour government. 


Minister 

fails td 

• - ^ 

register 
interest 
in shares 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Lord Simon, Minister font 
nctitiveness in Europe^ 
railed to declare his .fTm, share- 
holding in BP iti thfc E&rds 

Register of Membera’ frsejpts. 

The former chaimiantaBp, 
who joined the GovcrhSent 
and took a peerage in Mashas 
come under strong Opposition 
attack for a possible conflict of 
interest between his continuing 
stake in the ofl giant and his new 
responsibilities at the Depart- 
ment of Hade and Industry. 


Maintaining the attack yes- 
terday, John Redwood, shadow 
President ofthe Board of Trade. 


ofthe Board of Trade, 
said: “The judicial office of the 
>f Lords! 


House of Lords hastoday con- 
firmed that on 20 May, Lord Si- 
mon returned his form to the 
Register of Members* Interests 
with no entries. Why did Lord 
Simon judge it unnecessary to 
register his £2m of BP shares?” 

■ Mr Redwood was told at the 
weekend by Margaret Beckett, 
President off the Board of Hade, 
that Lord Simon had put the 
generality of his share portfo- 
lio into a “Wind trust", the for- 
mal means used by ministers to 
divest themselves of direct con- 
trol over, or active interest in, 
their shareholdings 

It was also disclosed that 
Whitehall had erected an inter- 
nal exdusian zone, to keep Lord 
Simon away from any decisions 
or papers relating to the oil in- 
dustry - but he was keeping his 
£2m shareholding in BP while un- 
dertaking r»tK) trade in them be- 
fore die end of the year. 

Ministers were unable to 
provide answers to Mr Red- 
wood's Commons questions 
about Lord Sanaa’s position last 
week, and the shadow spokes- 
man said yesterday: “The chaos 
at the DTI over Lord Simon's 
financial interests needs to be 
cleared up now." 

He has tabled further Com- 
mons! 
was decided 
mon's involvement in matters 
relating to BP; when Mrs Beck- 
ett first knew of that block; and 
when the DTI was informed. 

The attack on Lord Simon 
was broadened yesterday by 
Greenpeace, who wrote to the 
new minister asking him 
whether be believed - as Min- 
ister for Competitiveness in 
Europe - that subsidies to the 
oil industry should be wound up. 

Chris Rose, deputy executive 
director of Greenpeace, wrote: 
“There is a contradiction at the 
heart of Government policy -ex- 
ploring for more oD while call- 
ing for Jess emissions from fossil 
fuels. We hope that there is not 
also a personal contradiction, 
with a government minister 
having a major personal stake 
in the oil industry, and relevant 
governmental responsibilities." 

Mr Rose told The Independent 
that when Lord Simon had been 
appointed, Greenpeace had been 
given the impression that it was 
all “squeaky dean". He added 
that the minister “obviously does 
have a continuing interest”. 

“In terms of public trust, the 
Government is sailing dose to 
the wind when it makes an ap- 
pointment like that." 


» questions, asking when it 
leaded to block Lord Si- 
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Prisons crisis forces 
rethink on tagging 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


The prison overcrowding crisis 
forced Home Office minis- 


basi 


ters to consider a massive 
early-release programme for 
non-violent prisoners, on con- 
dition they wear electronic tags. 
Up to 4,000 inmates could be 


freed under the proposal, al- 
though the Government would 
begin with pilot schemes in se- 
lected areas before taking any 
decision to extend it nationally. 

Three trial lagging schemes 
exist in Norfolk. Manchester 
and Reading, involving 461 of- 
fenders. where electronic sur- 
veillance is used to back 
court-imposed curfew orders. 

The prospect of expanding 
use of the devices as a condition 
of early release of criminals in 
prison "comes in the week when 
the jaO population hits 62.000. 

Labour was always lukewarm 
about tagging when in opposi- 
tion. Bufwith numbers rising by 
250 a week, unless urgent mea- 
sures are taken, a new l,000~ca- 
pacity jail would be required 
each month, costing £90m to 
build and £20m a year to run. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 


cers. said: “The point will be 
reached soon where the Home 
Office can no longer build pris- 
ons as a solution to the problem-" 

Tagging as a community 
penalty had proved expensive 
and did not help with rehabili- 
tation, he said. “The easiest so- 
lution ... would be to advise the 
courts to make greater use of 
community sentences." 

Nearly a decade ago, a prison 
overcrowding crisis prompted 
the then home secretary, Dou- 
glas Hurd, to free 2^00 non-vi- 
olent prisoners before their 
due release dates. Early re- 
lease coupled with electronic 
monitoring would provide Jack 
Straw. Lhe Home Secretary, 
with a way through lhe current 
predicament without appearing 
too “soft" on criminals. 

The original tagging technol- 
ogy was fraught with difficulties 
but the teething problems have 
been ironed oul A new “super- 
tag" now easts, the size of a large 
watch but weighing just 21 
grams, which the offender wears 
round the ankle or wrist. 

Charles Rose, chief executive 
of Geografix, which runs the 
Norfolk pilot, said: “It has 
worked extremely well." Of the 
1 19 offenders tagged under the 
Norfolk scheme, only eight had 


had to be returned to court for 
re-sentencing, he said. 

Paul Cavadino, principal of- 
ficer of the National Association 
for the Care and Resettlement 
of Offenders, said: “This would 
be a more sensible use of elec- 
tronic tagging than those tried 
so Ear. However, post-release su- 
pervision by probation officers 
and other conditions of release 
are more likely than tagging to 
reduce reoffending. They would 
also be a more realistic option 
for the many prisoners without 
family homes or other stable ac- 
commodation." 

Tagging would still work out 
more expensive than proba- 
tion or parole - almost £4,000 
per offender per full year, com- 
pared with £2^00 for supervi- 
sion by a probation officer. But 
it compares favourably with 
the £24,000 it costs to keep a 
person in prison for a year. 

Mary Honeyball, general sec- 
retary of the Association of 
Chief Officers of Probation, 
said: “Tagging has always made 
more sense as a monitoring sys- 
tem for more serious offenders 
than as a punishment or deter- 
rent for low-level offenders. 
But she added: “This could be 
a good way of reducing the pres- 
sure on the prison system." 
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The dam a^^sjwce station Mir seen from the Progress craft as it approached to mate 
a successful docking yesterday, bringing fresh supplies Photograph: Nasa/AP 


First contact: 
Aid reaches 
Mir while 
Sojourner 
gets to grips 
with geology 
on Mars 



^ M" ■ i — ii ■ J 

Afien vista: A view of the Mars (anting ate, where the rower Sojourner yestetdoy moved 30 
centimetres to make a lfHiotir examination of the rock dubbed Bamacie Bil PTxto^aph: AP 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


The first scientific data began to 
emerge from the Pathfinder 
mission to Mars yesterday after 
the rover. Sojourner, made an 
extended drive — all of 30 cen- 
timetres -away from its lander 
base. 

The rover began by using its 
onboard X-ray spectrometer to 
examine the powdery red soil 
at the base of its ramp earfy on 
Monday morning. It was then 
driven to a pockmarked rock 
which Earthbound controllers 
have dubbed “Barnacle B3T, 
where the chemical examina- 
tion of the rocks and soil 
a round the lander can begin in 
earnest 

The tiny journey, controlled 
by a team 119 million miles 
away, demonstrated that the 
rover was working perfectly af- 
ter its parent spacecraft's 
600m ph landing on Friday, and 
the resetting of its computers 
when at first it failed to function, 
at the weekend. 

The Sojourner sent back a 
signal confirming it had made 
contact with the rode, which it 
then examined forlO hours. The 
data was due to be downloaded 
to> scientists at Nasa, the US 
space agency, last night. 

Tbe rover’s spectrometer 
generates alpha-particle radia- 
tion with which it bombards 
small areas of rocks or sofl. It 
then looks for the pattemsand 
types of particles that are 
bounced back. Each element 


generates a unique pattern of 
“bounced” particles, letting sci- 
entists baiJa up a picture of the 
mineral constituents of any ob- 
ject. The analysis of various 
rocks is intended to go on all 
week, and the rover can stay in 
contact with the lander, which 
communicates with Earth, for 
a distance of up to 300 feet. 

The mission is being fol- 
lowed by people wodd-wide. 
Nasa has set up Internet rites 
able to handle more than 60 mil- 
lion accesses, or “hits", every 
day. Over the weekend, from 
Friday to Sunday, there were 
more than 100 million hits - sug- 
gesting thatthis will become the 
biggest Internet event ever. 

The pictures sent back by the 
Pathfinder lander show a harsh 
landscape that bears unmis- 
takable signs of ancient water 
activity - a baric requirement for 
life. “Mars may even be more 
water-rich than Earth is. We re- 
ally don't know,” said Matthew 
Golombek. one of the project 
scientists. • 

The flood that long ago cre- 
ated the Ares VaUis plain, the 
Pathfinder landing site, appears 
to have carried rocks from the 
planet’s highlands and de- 
posited them in the area, he 
added. Those are the rocks 
that Sojourner is now examin- 
ing: after Barnacle Bill, the 
neal will be a larger one dubbed 
Yogj. 

Even tiny details proved use- 
ful: the first few centimetres of 
Sojourner’s wheel tracks were 
enough to fell the avid Nasa sd- 



to hit the 
big screen 



Productions such as Wagner's Das Rhefogofd may 
go five to cinemas Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Opera and ballet performances 
arc to be relayed to cinemas in 
multiplexes throughout the 
country under a plan being 
prepared by the Royal Opera 
House. 

But this, allied to plans to bold 
screenings in parks and stately 
homes, may not be enough to 
satisfy Chris Smith, Secretary of 
Slate for National Heritage, 
who ha* demanded that the 
opera house increase access to 
ii> performances and become 
“the people’s opera". 

The radical move - it would 
he the first lime live opera has 
been shown on cinema screens 
across the United Kingdom - 
will not alter the fact that actual 
reductions in scat prices at 
Covent Garden itself remain far 
Irom certain. 

When the open house re- 
i (pens after rebuilding work, in 
1 999, both the main house and 
the new studio theatre will be 
lilted with remote control cam- 
eras and equipment for satellite 
links to facilitate live relays. 

The opera house manage- 
ment has already held private 
talks wilh cinema distribution 
companies about _ showing 
first-night relays at city-centre 
cinemas. 

Although there have been re- 
ports that the opera house 
management, chaired by Lord 
rhadfinglon, is considering re- 
ducing seal prices, this retrains 
for from certain. Options of low- 
price Sunday and weekday mat- 


inees are being conadered, but 
Keith Cooper, head of corpo- 
rate affairs, warned yesterday: 
“No one seems to have quite 
made the connection between 
a reduction in ticket prices and 
an increase in subsidy." 

The management believes 
Mr Smith will have to accept this 
solution to the accessibility 
problem as the Secretary of 
State has called publicly for 
more British product in British 
multiplexes, and film relays will 
aDow people outside London to 
enjoy Royal Opera and Royal 
Ballet performances. 

Reductions in ticket prices 
would only help people m the 
home counties, as the two com- 
panies still have no plans to tour 
when the Royal Opera House 
re-opens, unless they receive an 
increase in Arts Council fund- 
ing, Mr Cooper confirmed. 

Asked about the multiplex 
plan, he said: “The re-opening 
m 1999 is a good thing to hook 
this on ... It's technically veiy 
simple. 

“Wfe will have to find a spon- 
sor and we will have to sort out 
the question of payraenls to 
artists — But already the cine- 
ma chains are vmy interested. 
They have smaller cinemas in 
their multiplexes, and they loo 
are looking to attract different 
sorts of audiences.” 

He added that the relays 
could also apply to any popu- 
lar productions that were sold 
out Ballet, in particular, would 
benefit from big-screen treat- 
ment, he said, as television 
rarefy did it justice. 


enlists that tbe landing site is cov- 
ered in floury dust that appears 
to lie above a harder layer. 

The British day roughly co- 
incides with the Martian night, 
when the rover and lander shut 


down to conserve battery pow- 
er, waiting to recharge when tbe 
sun rises. Daytime tempera- 
tures have varied from -18C to 
-3I.7C. 

The search for traces of wa- 


ter is part of the search for signs 
of where life might have exist- 
ed - or could exist hidden to- 
day. But those questions won't 
be answered until Nasa returns 
to Mars with more sophisticat- 


ed instruments capable of prob- 
ing beneath the surface. 

■The three astronauts on board 
tbe damaged Mir space station 
will today begin unloading fresh 
supplies, including oxygen, food. 


water, toothpaste and tools, 
from a Russian cargo vessel 
which docked safely yesterday. 
The tools are needed to repair 
the Mir's Spektr module, which 
was damaged in a collision wilh 


another cargo vessel on 25 J une. 
However, the spacewalk need- 
ed lo cany out the repairs will 
probably not be carried out un- 
til 18 July. 

Letters, page 15 



rvfi—* j - ffc.ru r>-. nassoa*ar«iB«:i»sM«irar«wi*» asaMLciat-ne uopmup iruamamaDfaoucaKl ue. 


MU. wtu suflttT 10 auwii fwwiD* ***** w* mth kuohu *m lie** ns if mnac. 


news -? 


1 


. 



An important 
announcement to 

British Airways 

customers. 

London Heathrow. 

We will endeavour to operate as many other services as possible, and can alre y 
confirm that the following flights will not be affected by the industrial action. 

■ All flights to and from regional airports - Birmingham, Manchester, Edinburgh & Glasgow 

(except those to and from London Heathrow). 

• All domestic & European flights from London Gatwick. 

• The following franchise & Alliance operated flights: 


BA998-999 
BA3000-3499 
BA4000-4 1 99 


BA4600-4999 

BA6200-6449 

BA6700-6749 


BA6800-6999 

BA7600-7949 

BAS000-S199 


BA8200-S299 
BA8300-8450 
BA8 700-883 9 


BA8S40-8899 


The following specific flights to and from London w ill also operate as normal during this period: 


I nnrlon Heathrow Terminal 4 


London Gatwick 


Miami 

Chicago 

New York 


Boston 
Los Angeles 


lohannesburg 
& Durban 
lohannesburg 
& Gaberone 
Dubai & 
Muscat 


BA293/BA292 

BA297/BA296 

BA299/BA298 

BA1 75/BA 174 

BA179/BA176 

BA001/BA004 

BA003/BA002 

BA21 5/BA214 

BA213/BA212 

BA269/BA268 

BA279/BA278 

BA2S3/BA282 

BA055 BA054 

BA055/BA054 
BA 1 23/BA1 22 


Bahrain & 

Abu Dhabi 

Tokyo 

Hong Kong 

I long Kong & 
Taipai 

Hong Kong & 

Manila 

Bangkok, 

Sydney & 

Melbourne 

Bangkok, 

Sydney 8 

Brisbane 

Singapore & 

Perrh 


BA 125/BA 124 
BA005/BA006 
BA007/BA008 
BA027/BA02S 
BA029/BA030 

BA025/BA026 

BA031/BA032 

BA009/BA010 

BA009/BA0 1 0 
BA011 BA012 


London Heath row Termi nalJ 

App.nvin ^teiv a quarter of services will be op cratmg^norn^ 


Dallas 

Miami 

Houston 

Pittsburgh 

Tampa 

Antigua & 

Grenada 

Barbados & 

St. Lucia 

Barbados 

Nassau & 
Grand Cayman 
Buenos Aires 

Sao Paulo & 
Rio de [aneiro 

Nairobi & 
Entebbe 
Nairobi & 

Dar Ls Salaam 
Nairobi 


BA2193/BA219 2 
BA2295/BA2294 
BA2225/BA2224 
BA2199/BA2 1 98 
BA451 7/BA451 6 

BA2253/BA2252 

BA2255/BA2254 
BA2257 /BA22.96 

BA4505/ BA4504 
BA2267/BA2266 

BA2245 / BA2244 

BA2069 B.A2068 

BA20G9 BA2068 
BA2069/BA2068 


For further information on European services to and from London Heathrow and 
flights not listed above, either: 

1 . contact your travel agent ot British Airways Travel Shop 

2. look on 1TV teletext p.380 

3. visit our website at www.british-airways.com/stnke 

4. or call our information line 0800 727 800. 

We are genuinely sorry for any inconvenience this causes. If your flight is 
affected, we will endeavour to organise alternative travel arrangements for you 

to reach your destination. 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
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Mexico votes 
for new dawn 
of democracy 


PhH Davison 

Mexico City 

After almost 70 years in firm 
control, Mexico’s mighty Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) suffered dramatic set- 
backs in city, state and parlia- 
mentary elections on Sunday to 
both the left-wing, and conser- 
vative, opposition. 

The PRI {ost Mexico City for 
the first time, to the social de- 
mocrat Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, 
and appeared to have lost its 
majority in the Chamber of 
Depu ties, traditionally a rubber- 
stamp for the President. 

With only a quarter of the 128 
Senate seats at stake, the PRI, 
which has won the presidency 
since the party was founded in 
1929, retained control of the up- 
per house. But it also appeared 
to have lost two of the six state 
governorships at stake to the 
conservative National Action 
Party (PAN)- - 

With most results in, the 
PRI, which grew on t of the dis- 
array which followed the 1930- 
17 revolution, had won only 36 
per cent of the nationwide vote 


only 25 per cent in the race for 
mayor of the capital. In the lat- 
ter, a hotbed of discontent over 
the economic crisis which began 
in 1994, Mr Cardenas swept into 
the nation’s second most pow- 
erful job with about 46 per 
cent of the vote. 

The PAN was scoring about 
28 per cent nationwide and Mr 
Cardenas's Party of the Demo- 
cratic Revolution (PRD) 26 
per cent. The PRI has always 
held the presidency. It long 
held all 31 states but, increas- 
ingly unable to perpetrate its 
traditional fraud, it now appears 
to have lost a total of six of the 
32 states to the PAN over the 
past decade. 

“The new epoch,” said the 
headline to a front page edito- 
rial by Nobel prize-winning au- 
thor Octavio Flaz in yesterday’s 
daily Rgjbrma. “Yesterday, Mex- 


Ruling party left 
. in disarray as 
polls loosen 
grip on power 
after 70 years 

ico awoke to a new reality - 
democracy," said another edi- 
torial in the same paper. 
“Change is in the air ana it was 
high time," commented the Eng- 
lish-language Mexico City Times. 

The elections appeared to be 
the cleanest and most peaceful 
in Mexican history. In an un- 
precedented atmosphere of re- 
spect among the major parties. 
President Ernesto Zedillo, whose 
six-year term ends in 2000, of- 
fered “sincere congratulations” 
to Mr Cardenas and promised 
iXKiperation between the federal 
government and Mexico City’s 
new administration. 

Both Mr Cardenas and likely 
PAN candidate Vicente Fox, 
governor of the state of Gua- 
najuato, both now appear to 
have a respectable shot at the 
presidency in 2000. The PRI, 
which has long controlled not 
only government but the mili- 
tary, police, judiciary, trade 
unions and peasant groups 
through a web of patronage and 
coercion, is in disarray. 

Some analysts fear its crum- 
bling could trigger renewed in- 
ternal warfare between its 
traditional “dinosaurs”, the old 
guard, and the younger and 
more open-mind “babysaurs", 
including President Zedillo, 
who realise the party must make 
concessions towards fuD democ- 
racy. Some even fear military in- 
tervention - the generals have 
always been dose to the ruling 
parly - if the moderates make 
too many concessions. 

A few analysts expressed a 
certain cynicism over Mr Car- 
denas’s victory, saying the PRI 

appeared to have abnost let him 

win. According to their theory. 


the ruling party believes a cer- 
tain popularity for Mr Carde- 
nas mil help offset the growing 
PAN threat In addition, with 
the federal government con- 
trolling the capital city’s budget 
and the President allowed to 
name the city’s police chiet the 
hands of the new mayor, who 
takes office in December, will 
be tied. 

In his editorial, Octavio Paz 
warned that if Mr Zedillo and 
Mr Cardenas do not co-operate, 
Mexico City, with its population 
of 20 million ana growing, 
“could become a source of po- 
litical instability. And we know 
that instability borders on two 
twin dangers that can ruin a 
democracy- anarchy and force". 





ja* 



* pSHSTtothepeopIo: 1 Supporter of Cuauhtemoc Cardenas7a left winger, celebrate his election as mayor of Mexico City 


Photograph: Reuters 


An old name 
returns to rule 
atoughdty 

Joy on the streets as a populist 
overturns the corrupt old guard 


Ph3 Davison 

The last time a man called 
Ctiauhremoc fought for Mexi- 
co City was almost 500 years 
ago; He was emperor of the 
Aztecs and his opponent was a 
Spaniard called Cortes. 

Yesterday there was no 
bloodshed, only noisy celebra- 
tions. as the populist politician 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, named 
after the emperor, won the 
capital from the ruling Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) for the first time. 

Mr Cardenas, 63, becomes 
the first elected mayor of Mex- 
ico City in 70 years, malting him 
the second most powerful man 
in the country after President 
Ernesto Zedillo, and providing 
him with a stepping stone for a 
presidential bid in 2000. After 





for the presidency in 2000 

the PRI conceded defeat on 
Sunday night, a triumphant Mr 
Cardenas greeted supporters of 
his Idt-oficnnc P*rty ofthc 
Democratic Revolution (PRD) 
outside the mayor s office on the 
Zocalo, the capita 1 5 taJC* ® ain 
square, only a stones throw 
from the site of the Aztee em- 
peror's defeat by Cortes. The 
night erupted into an 
fireworks, baBoons and manacbi 

^ ""Thisis a triumph for the peo- 
ple, a triumph for those ofus 


TWO 

SPARKLING LITTLE 

NUMBERS 
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until he broke away lti years ago, 
out of disgust over the party’s 
lack of democratic ideals. 

“Cuauh-tem-oc, Cuauh-tem- 
oc," supporters chanted as hun- 
dreds of taxis drove in convoy 

mound the square until snarling 
themselves in a huge traffic jam. 

Mr Cardenas, widely know as 
el ingenierv because of his avD 
engineering degree, sees the 
job as mayor as a step towards 
emulating his father. General 
Lazaro Cardenas, PRI President 
of Mexico from 1934-40, and 
Mexico’s most popular President | 
this century because of bis land 
reform and nationalisations. 

Proud of his part-Indian her- 
itage, Genera] Cardenas named 
his son after the emperor who 
fought Cortes in 1521. Cuauhte- 
moc ran for president in 1988; 
he and most Mexicans believe 
he won but was robbed through 
fraud. His opponents say a fu- 
ture Cardenas presklency would 

end in populist measures and 
economic ruin but Mr Carde- 
nas has tried to calm investors 
with trips to the US and an 
about-turn on his earlier rejec- 
tion of the North America free 
Trade Agreement (Nafta). 

A change in linage from his 

dour, wooden approach to an al- 
most Blair-style campaign of 
flashing teeth - coupled with 

public disillusionment with the 

country’s economic crisis - gave 
him a landslide victory over the 
PRI and the conservative Na- 
tional Action Party (PAN) m 
Sunday’s vote. 

It mav be the second most 
powerful post in the country, but 
being mayor of this violent, 
smog-ridden capital I corfd also 
be political quicksand. If he runs 
for President, Mr Cardenas will 
be mayor for only 20 months 
and PRI militants may do all 
they can w compound his cily 
problems and thereby scupper 
nis presidential bid. - 

Corruption among the police 
and a lade of security wffl be the 
new mayor’s priorities, along 
with industrial and vehicle pol- 
lution, public transport m j 
city of more than 20 million and 

inadequate water supplies. 
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Senate 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


A Senate investigation that has 
I he potential to disgrace Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and blight 
Vice-President Ai Gore's 
chances of the presidency three 
years trom new opens today, af- 
ter six months of charges and 
counter-charges about dubious 
practices in last year's presi- 
dential election campaign. 


Charred by Senator Fred 
1 hompson, the chief Republi- 
can counsel in the Senate hear- 
ts? into America’s last great 
Political scandal, Watergate, 
the committee will ask essen- 
tially the same question: “What 
did the President know, and 
when did he know it?" 

This tune, the purpose is not 
to get to the bottom of a specific 
c *ime but to track the source of 
millions of dollars that found 


their way into the campaign cof- 
fers - primarily, but not exclu- 
sively, of the Democrats - 
during the last election cam- 
paign. The question is not 
whether the fund-raising rules 
were broken - that is dear- but 
whether the interests of the 
state were subverted. 

More than 200 witnesses have 
been called and the questioning 
is expected to focus on three ar- 
eas. How far did the President 


and/or his Vice-President know 
of, co-operate with or even 
mastermind illegal fund-rais- 
ing? Was money accepted from 
foreigners despite rules banning 
foreign donations, and did Chi- 
na or any other foreign power 
try to buy political influence? 

The cast includes several 
Asian-Americans and Arkansas 
associates of the Qintoos: Char- 
lie Trie, a former restaurateur in 
Mr Clinton’s home state of 


Arkansas; John Huang, a one- 
time Arkansas bank employee 
who joined the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee asastar fund- 
raiser via the US Commerce De- 
partment: James Riady. a senior 
executive of the Indonesian 
Lippo banking group, and 
Roger Tamraz. a Lebancse- 
American businessman who 
wanted US support for a Caspi- 
an ofl pipeline project. 

Among the allegations is the 


celebrated charge that over- 
night stays in the White House 
Lincoln bedroom or flights on 
the presidential plane. Air 
Farce One. could be bought in 
return for big donations lo the 
Democrats. Others include the 
use of White House telephones 
to solicit campaign contributions 
(misusing federal property for 
party political purposes) and Mr 
Gore’s presence at the dedica- 
tion of a Buddhist temple in 


California, perhaps in return for 
a large political contribution. 

More serious charges, which 
will be far more difficult to es- 
tablish. allege the filtering of mil- 
lions of dollars from" Asian 
companies into the Democrat 
campaign and the suggestion 
that Mr Huang abused his top- 
Icvcl security clearance. 

Key witnesses, moreover, are 
evaporating. Charlie Trie is in 
Shanghai and is said to have no 


intention of returning to the US. 
Roger Tiimraz is in detention in 
Georgia (Transcaucasia, not 
the US) and James Riady is also 
abroad John Huang says he will 
invoke the Fifth Amendment 
and several Washington-based 
witnesses arc said in have de- 
manded immunity from prose- 
cution if they are to testily. 
There is also pressure lor Mr 
Clinton or Mr Gore to appear, 
but their presence is unlikely. 


US stands firm on 
limiting new Nato 
members to three 


Few have any compunction 
about describing the Nato sum- 
mit that opens today in Madrid 
as ■■historic". A senior aide to 
President Bill Clinton described 
it last week as “a watershed 
event in the post-war history of 
Europe". 

Barring unforeseen hitches, 
the summit will end with invi- 
tations to three aspiring allies 
- the Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland - to join what is ac- 
knowledged to be “the most suc- 
cessful military alliance ever". 
The structure of the alliance will 
also be tweaked in recognition 
of European demands for more 
autonomy within Nato: Euro- 
pean Nalo members want to 
mount their own joint military 
operations with American 
know-how. but without .‘\mer- 
ican manpower. 

All that, within bounds, has 
been agreed. Despite this, how- 
ever. and some very hard work 
by negotiators in "the past 20 
days, the summit will not be the 
harmonious celebration of the 
West's Cold \Vhrvictoiy, nor the 
uncontcstcd rubber-stamping 
of new members and new meth- 
ods that some had hoped for. 

The LfS President- who arrived 
in Madrid yesterday, finds him- 
self in the unaccustomed role of 
mediator. He will be mediating, 
moreover, between two groups 
who barely recognise the others 
existence:’ Europe's out-and-out 
advocates of Nato expansion, and 
an increasingly vocal section in 
the US that opposes the whole 
idea of Nato expansion. Trying 
to steer between these two ex- 
tremes. the US administration 
has decided that only the Czech 
Republic. Hungary and Poland 
should be invited to join in the 
first wave. 

A majority of European allies 


Madrid summit will 
see some tough 
bargaining, writes 

Mary Dejevsky 


When Mr Clinton came out in 
favour of restricting admission to 
three even before the question 
had been discussed at Madrid, 
they accused the US of behaving 
as though Nato was its preserve. 

Washington backtracked a lit- 
tle on the detail, but not on the 
substance. Officials insisted noth- 
ing would be finally decided un- 
til Madrid, where they expected 
“full and frank" discussions. They 
stressed their support for Nato’s 
“ever open door’, reiterating 
chat failure this time did not mean 
rejection for good, and offered 
some friendly diplomatic gestures 



Clinton: Will have to mediate 


• notably France and Spain, but 
lot Britain - believe at least five 


countries should be admitted, in- 
cluding Slovenia and Romania. 


towards the Baltic states. How- 
ever, US officials also said 
Washington’s stance remained 
firm and the signs from Paris, 
which had spearheaded the 
short-lived revolt, were that 
France was already in retreat. 

The dispute and the impres- 
sion created in Europe of 
“hegemonistic’ US behaviour, 
however, were clearly a cause 
for concern to Washington as 
the summit approached. Five se- 
nior officials were put up for 


questioning by the media to 
explain the US position. 

Led by Sandy Berger, the Na- 
tional Security Adviser, they 
argued that the essentials for 
Nato membership were “irre- 
versible" democratic and market 
reforms, political control o f the 
aimed forces, progress in rela- 
tions with neighbouring coun- 
tries, and Ihc will and capacity not 
just to accept the benefits of Nato 
membership, but also its military 
obligations. In other words, they 
would have to help pay .to 
upgrade their armed forces. 

Mr Beiger and the others 
commended Romania for its 
progress over the past year, but 
said evidence of the “irre- 
versibility" of its reforms and of 
political control over the military 
was not complete. Arguments 
against Slovene membership 
were more difficult to marshal . 

Officially, there is concern 
about the capacity of Slovenia’s 
anned forces to fulfil Nato 
obligations; (he state of relations 
with its neighbours is also cit- 
ed, although Slovenia's non- 
membership leaves Hungary 
geographically detached from 
die other allies. 

Unofficially, the US side ex- 
presses sympathy for Slovenia, 
but hints that a pact between 
France and Germany under 
which they would support both 
or neither, left the US without 
the option of backing Slovenia. 

For the moment, US officials 
believe emotional support, es- 
pecially for Poland and the 
Czech Republic, derived large- 
ly from the sense that they 
were betrayed at Munich and at 
Yalta, will ensure that they. 
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Rough justice: Rot pofice attacking protesters after storming NahobTs AD Saints Cathedral and thing tear gas at people in the busting yesterday Photograph: AFP 


Kenyan protesters die in clashes 


and Hungary, will be admitted 
to Nato. Addins Slovenia and 


to Nato. Adding Slovenia and 
especially Romania, however, 
could jeopardise US Senate 
ratification for the others. This 
is the argument Europe's ad- 
vocates of faster expansion will 
have to accept at Madrid. 


Thika, Kenya (Reuter) - At least 
four people were killed yester- 
day' when Kenyan police broke 
up' protests, badly, beating 
organisers of opposition-backed 
rallies and firing tear gas, rub- 
ber bullets and live rounds. 

Riot and elite paranailitary 
General Service unit (GSU) 
police fired tear gas and rubber 
bullets to break up rallies in 
Nairobi. Scores of protesters 
were severely beaten, some 
even after they surrendered 
and offered no resistance. 

“Kill him, kill him," bellowed 
police and council workmen 
armed with clubs as they laid 
into one man lying in Nairobi's 
Uhuni park. 

Police said Red Cross work- 


ers found a boy bleeding from 
his mouth and ears in Uburu 
park, but he died on his way to 
hospital. Witnesses said that 
David Murugi. 17. was shot in 
the chest and killed by police at 
Moi gardens in Thika, 20 miles 
from Nairobi, when police and 
prison guards charged people 
gathering for a demonstration. 

A police spokesman said it 
was unclear whether David was 
the same person as a dead boy 
shown to police in Thika’s Ma- 
jengo area. He said an investi- 
gation was under way. 

Sources at Thika hospital 
said that at least five other peo- 
ple were taken to hospital af- 
ter being injured when police 
stormed Moi gardens, which had 


a second-hand clothes market. 
The police spokesman su'd a 
mob tried to overrun the jail in 
the town of Nvahururu, about 60 
miles west of Nairobi, and one 
naan was shot dead by prison au- 
thorities. Police also shot and 
killed another man in a crowd 
that attempted to storm a bank. 
He said a policeman was shot 
and wounded in Nyahaniru by 
a gunman firing from a crowd. 

Police appeared to single out 
for particularly savage beat- 
ings leaders of opposition- 
backed groups which called the 
rallies in the biggest day of 
action to press for constitutional 
reforms before presidential and 
parliamentary elections. 

Witnesses said that GSU and 


police fired tear gas inside Nairo- 
bi's All Saints Cathedral and beat 
several demonstrators, including 
Muturi Kigano, chairman of the 
unregistered Safina party, and 
opposition members of parlia- 
ment Kamau Icharia and Njoka 
Mutani. “We were in the middle 
of the service wheti they broke 
in. This is Kenyan justice "for you. 
Even in God’s house they beat 
innocent protesters." said the Rev 
Peter Njoka. 

The Rev Timothy Njoya, 
moderator of tire Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa and an 
organiser of the demonstra- 
tions. was severely beaten near 
the cathedral by six police 
wielding wooden pick-axe han- 
dles. His assistant was also bad- 


ly hurt. “[President Daniel arupj 
Moi must go. Moi must go." 
hundreds of stone-throwing 
supporters chanted as they 
marched into the deserted busi- 
ness centre of Nairobi. 

The rallies were called by 
opposition parties, human 


opposition parties, human 
rights groups and other organ- 
isations at 50 sites in Kenya yes- 


terday. a day in Kiswahili known 
as “Saba Saba", to commemo- 
rate a Nairobi rally seven years 
ago when at least 20 people 
were killed. 

However. Mr Moi, 73, looks 
certain to extend his 19-year rule 
by 6ve more years because of 
electoral rules and opposition 
splits. No date has been set for 
this year’s general election. 


It’s a dirty business, but Luv cleans up 



Understandably, Omar Patinos was un- 
happy about his hair. His problem was 
not so much the grey strands that siiil 
clung to the terrain above his thick eye- 
brows. as the stale of his chin. 

“These arc a big cheat," he com- 
plained. “They don't work at all. They 
just slide across the bristles. Look!" Hrs 
hand ran across five days’ growth of an 
unwanted beard, which was inter- 
rupted only by a scraggy patch on one 
cheek where he had tried, but failed, 
10 hack the whole lot off. 

He was brandishing a pocket of dis- 
posable razors bearing the blue and yel- 
low livery of the manufacturers. Bic. 
They looked like the real thing. Same 
blue handles: same type-face; same 
plastic shields. But a dose inspection 
revealed that the logo had been 
changed by one letter to read “Big". 
This mean little fraud, if the packet is 
to be believed, was cooked up in 
Korea. 

We were standing on a hot morning 
in a market in the middle of Yerevan, 
the capital of Armenia. I was there, 
whiling away an hour before an inter- 


YERE VA N 


view. Neighbouring Turkey and Azer- 
baijan have long closed their borders 
with Armenia in a dispute over Nagorny 
Karabakh, where the ethnic Armenian 
majority seized control from Azerbai- 
jan in a costly war. What better place 
to test the strength of the embargo than 
by a visit to the local markets? 

Mr Patinos, a 49-year-oW Greek, bad 
a more practical mission in mind He 
was there io buy some new razors with 
blades that really worked- This time, he 
chose Gillette’s. “These axe genuine." 
he concluded, after squinting closely at 
the trademark. “You have to be very 
careful here, you know." 

Indeed, Yerevan would send a shud- 
der through any boardroom. The sur- 
rounding stalls were awash with bogus 
tat. There was soap powder that looked 
exactly like Ariel but was called Ana. 
There were cakes of Luv - rather than 


Lux - soap; boxes of tea bearing the 
«me colours as Upton, in which the 
words “YeUow Label" are altered to 
read “Yellow Quality"; jars of hand 
cream marked Palmolize - one letter 
adrift from Palmolive. And (my 
favourite in this cheats' catalogue), 
there was also a pair of shoes whose 
brand name had been altered io read 
“Reebeks". 

Most would not have fooled the 
trained eye of a Westerner. But brand 
recognition is still low in the former So- 
viet Union after decades of Commu- 
nist rule in which commercials did not 
exist. Moreover, many of the best- 
known logos are in English; only the 
advanced reader would recognise a 
one-letter change. 

The presence of such dross in Yere- 
van is partly the result of a peculiar twist 
of the Byzantine politics of the Tran- 
scaucasus- with its tangled conflicts over 
oil, religion, and regional dominance. 
Armenia, which has a large, active 
diaspora, receives more aid from the 
United States than any other country 
with the exception of Israel. 


It also takes delivery of some 200 lor- 
ry loads of goods each day from Wash- 
ington’s adversary, Iran, which is 
subject to US sanctions. Government 
officials stress that they are not actu- 
ally violating America’s complex sanc- 
tions laws. But Christian Armenia is 
getting on very well, thank you, with 
the Islamic fundamentalists - no mat- 
ter that the fruits of this relationship 
are marketplaces laden with Korean or 
Turldsh-made fakes. 

As a result, Armenia’s population of 
under 4 million is not starving, though 
it is poorly served. The capital a stark 
city which sits in a plain overshadowed 
by Mount Ararat, is still strewn with 
the detritus of Soviet rule: filthy apart- 
ment blocks, crumbling roads, broken- 
down stadiums and monolithic statues. 
The country is still grappling with the 
all too familiar problems of an in- 
complete transition to a free market 
economy - corruption, unemploy- 
ment, collapsed industries, and a loss 
of direction and purpose. 

But, although land-locked and 
energy-poor. Armenia is getting by. 


“Consumer goods are no problem,” 
says Gerard Libaridian, a senior pres- 
idential adviser. “The problem is the 
long term development. Can we break 
the next barrier - by importing raw ma- 
terials, manufacturing exports, and 
being competitive in the market 
place?" 

Armenians have had a rough time 
in the last decade, what with the 1988 
earthquake, a war and an energy 
shortage that had them ripping up their 
own wooden floorboards and tearing 
brandies off the city’s trees to bum for 
beaL But Yerevan has begun to acquire 
dashes of elegance and pockets of pros- 
perity. It is dotted with street-side cates 
and kebab stalls. In the fine central 
square, illuminated fountains dance in 
time to the music of Mozart. Even the 
central hotel, the Armenia-1, no longer 
reeks of Soviet-style management. So 
its a pity that some of the early fruits 
of the post-Soviet age to arrive in the 
markets are often outright fakes - blunt 
razors and bogus soap. 


Foreigners escape as 
Cambodia door closes 


An Australian military attachd yesterday led 41 more 
foreigners from Cambodia to safety in Thailand as the door 
closed on further escapes. The group joined about 60 
foreigners taken out on Sunday" by Colonel David Mead. 

Tbe exodus came as fighting sparked by the weekend 
coup by the Second Prime Minister. Hun Sen. against the 
First Prime Minister. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, spread 
from the capital, Phnom Penh, to the provinces. Those 
taken in convoy from north-west Cambodia to the border 
town of Aranyapratet included three Britons, the colonel 
said. AP - Aranyapratet, Thailand 


Netanyahu freezes out Sharon 


Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Minister, bowed to 
the demands of the disgruntled Foreign Minister, David 
Levi, to dismantle the inner “kitchen cabinet" that sets 
peace policy, rather than make right-winger Arid Sharon a . 
member. The Prime Minister then announced that Mr 
Sharon, bis choice to succeed Dan Meridor as finance 
minister, would not get tbe job. which will go to Yaacov 
Necman. a mild-mannered lawyer. Mr Sharon. t>9, made no 
immediate comment. Reuters - Rome 
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Soldiers posted to Mafia city 


New from America 
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Advanced 
medicine forpain 


Nothing is proven 
to work better for 
headaches. 
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Italy plans to send soldiers to the port citv of Naples this 
month to help police battle mob violence. Giorgio 
Napolitano, the Interior Minister, said the troops would 
take over routine duties, allowing hundreds of police 
officers to be redeployed. Some 85 people have been killed 
m the past six months as the Naples Mafia, known as the -■ 
Camorra, wages a war for supremacy. Reuters - Rome 


White Australia triggers riot 


A relephone ctaigecard is the smart 
wav to manage costs on die move. 
Free operator assistance, no joining 
fee. fully itemised bills and no sur- 
charges. All this and ma|or savings 

on national and international 
business calls makes the WorldCom 
Global Telephone Charge card smarter. 


Seven people were arrested and three police injured when 
more than 1,000 people protested at a meetingio form a 
branch of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation Party. Plot esters 
hurled eggs, potatoes and urine-filled ballooas at Ms 
Hanson’s supporters and jeered and chanted when about 
150 supporters ran a gauntlet of protesters to get into the 
halL The controversial lawmaker has called for an end to 
Asian migration to Australia and wants to cut off some of 
the government assistance to Aborigines. AP - Melbourne 
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HK’s stamp of disapproval 


WORLD CL ASS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


www.rac.co.uk 


Freephone 
0800 o 18 18 18 

or browse http://www.wcoiTi.co.uk 
or fax 0171 750 3210 

Voice ■ Data . Internet 


10 Fleet Place, London EC4M 7RB 


Hong Kong people usually queue in their thousands to buy 
new-issue postage stamps, but yesterday they lined un at '• - 
post offices to hand back stamps bearing ihJ feco of the hue 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping. The Deng stamp, the first 
mainland Chinese issue to go on sale in Hong Kong, had 
been snapped up oyer the weekend. But once bums got 
them home some found them wrinkled and grainy. Buyers 
were quoted as saying the quality wax pwr because the 
stamps were Chinese-made. Reuters - Hong Kong 
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The attack on Uday: Insider tells of cruelty, betrayal and revenge that led to gunmen's ambush 
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Iraqi rebels 

tried to kill 
Saddam’s son 


A t 725 m the evening on 
12 December last year, 
three identical white 
Mercedes drove down 
Mansur street in Baghdad. In 
the front car was Uday, the vi- 
olent, all-powerful son of Sad- 
dam Hussein, who was looking 
forward to a “girls’ party" he 
had arranged a few btodcs away. 

As the cars stopped at the 
traffic lights, preparing to turn 
right, a man standing outside the 
Karh Sports Club opposite 
stepped into the road and threw 
a grenade: He then ran towards 
the left side of the first Mer- 
cedes, firing his Kalashnikov 
machine-gun at the driver. 

At the same' moment, three 
other gunmen waiting in 
Mansur street itself began to 
shoot at Uttar's car and the two 
following,, which were packed 
with bodyguards. By the tim e 
they had finished Uday had 
been hit by eight bullets, one of 
which is still lodged in his spine. 
Although he survived, Iraqis be- 
lieve he is too badly crippled 
ever to succeed his rather. - 
It was the most carefully 
planned assassination in the 
Middle East since President 
Sadat of Egypt was shot dead 
15 years ago. Now, one of the 
leaders of tire group which car- 
riedoutthe arrack says in an in- 
terview with The Independent - 
the first ever describing the as- 
sassination - how they tried to 
get dose to Uday for two years 
before they finally succeeded. 

IsmaflOthman,afresh-feced 
Iraqi m his late twenties now. 
hiding in Europe, revealed the 
attack was carried out by al- 
Nabdahr (the awakening), a 
small group, mainly comprising 
former students from Bagh- . 
dad. At first Ihey coopered fid- 
napping Uday. An earlier 
attempt to kill him at a farm he 
owned at Salman Pak outside 
Baghdad miscarried because 
he did not turn up. 

The account of the plot 
given by Mr Ottoman, a code- 
name adopted to protect his 
family who are still m Iraq, can 
be partly confirmed by other 
sources. But he gives many 
fresh details, such as the fact 
that Uday almost escaped be- 
cause on the night of the as- 
sassination attempt he was not 
driving one of the Mercedes as 
he usually liked to do. He also 
says al-Nahdah suffered heavy 
losses in February this year - 
when Iraqi security discovered 
where the group was meeting 
when one of its members acci- 
dently bough! a stolen car. 

Ismail Othman says, as 
originally revealed by The In- 
dependent , that the key break- 
through for the attackers was 
when they acquired an inside 
source. He says: “We had a good 
contact with a member of the 
r uling £lfte from [Saddam Hus- 
sein's home town of] Tikrit 
called Ra’ad al-Hazaa.” A dis- 
tant relative of the Iraqi leader, 
Mr Hazaa helped the assassins - 
because of a family feud. He 
wanted revenge because in 1990 
Saddam Hussein killed and cut 
out the tongue of his unde. 
General Omar al-Hazaa, for 
criticising the regime. 

Al-Nahdah, formed in Bagh- 
dad in 1991 in the wake of the 
uprisings after the Gulf War, 
had early on decided that it was 
not feasible to assassinate Sad- 
dam Hussein himself. Even 
members of his inner circle in 
Baghdad do not know where he 
is. Film on Iraqi television of 



by Patrick 
Cockbum 


him addressing the r ulin g Rev- 
olution Command Council may 
be shots of a meeting which took 
place months before. “We de- 
cided to kill Uday two years 
ago," says Ismail O thman . “We 
thought the regime had four pil- 
lars: Saddam lnmself, Uday 
and his younger brother Qusai 
[head of security services] and 
their cousin, Air Hassan al- 
' Majid. Of these. Uday was the 
easiest to get to." 

U day was also probably the 
most hated man in Iraq, 
with a reputation for using ex- 
treme violence. ha 1988, at the 
age of 24, he was arrested by bis 
father- for beating to death 
Kamil Hanna Jaja,cme of his fa- 
thers bodyguards, during a 
parly. The real motive for the 
killing was that Jajo had acted 
as a go-between in an affair be- 
tween Saddam and his mis- 
tress. Sajida, Uday*s mother, 
tookhis side and after a week 
he was released from prison. 

Operating from his head- 
quarters 'in the eight-storey 
Iraqi Olympic Committee head- 
quarters, a fortress-like yellow 
buMng in Baghdad with its 
own prison, Uday turned him- 
self mto his fathers chief hench- 
man. He ran an influential 


spired successfully against the 
government. It was tightly dis- 
ciplined. It even survived the 
death of its General Secretary 
and founder, Hamoudi Ali, an 
electrical engineer, who was 
captured and tortured to death 
by Iraqi security last year. 

The success of the plot 
against Uday turned on some 
loose talk by one of his relatives 
and boon companions, Lu'ay 
KharaDah HUfah. In the past 
there had been no contact be- 
tween those caught up in blood- 
thirsty feuds within Saddam 
Hussein’s family and oppo- 
nents of the re gim e. Suddenly, 
last December, the two streams 
eame together. Tsmafl O thm an 
says: “Over a drink in his home 
Lu’ay told Ra’ad al-Hazaa that 
he and Uday were planning a 
party in al-Mahsur district in 
three days’ time.” 

Lu’ay clearly did not realise 
that Ra'ad, once an officer in 
Saddam’s own palace guard, 
now had dangerous friends. 
The Iraqi £Hte, known as the 
“TIkritis mostly come from 
Tikrit, a city on the Tigris north 
of Baghdad. It is at uie centre 
of the Sunni Muslim Arab 
heartland of the country, though 
three-quarters of Iraqis are Shi- 
ah Muslims or Kurds. It was 
home not only to Saddam Hus- 
sein, but to an important mem- 
ber of his dan. General Omar 
al-Hazaa, an Iraqi army divi- 
sional commander in the 1970s. 

But when Saddam Hussein 
attacked Iran in 1980. starting 
eight years of war in which 
more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion Iraqis died. General al- 
Hazaa became criticaL He 
retired from the army. An Iraqi 
artpy officer, now in exile, sajtt 
'that m his ays at the retired of- 
ficers’ dub in the Yarmuk dis- 
trict of Baghdad near his house. 
General Hazaa often expressed 
open contempt for President 
Saddam’s branch of the family. 
(It comes from the village of 


‘One of the al-Nadhah men fired at 
Uday at almost point-blank range. 
He was hit by eight bullets ’ 


newspaper called -SaM. In 1995, 
at another drunken party, he 
shot his unde W&lbau, a former 
interior minister, through the 
leg. This led his cousin, Lieu- 
tenant-General Hussein Kamel, 
one his chief rivals for power, 
to fee to Jordan. When he re- 
turned, believing he had been 
pardoned, Uday killed him. 

Since the GuifWhr, Uday has 
has built up a fortune through 
his control of snuggling, a high- 
ly profitable business since the 
Iraqi economy is isolated by 
United Nations sanctions. 

The savage feuding within 
Saddam Hussein's extended 
family over the last three years 
gives an impression of anarchy 
m Iraq. In reality, the regime has 
never weakened Iraqi society 
remains disciplined. There are 
few troops to be seen on the 
streets of Baghdad, though se- 
curity police are everywhere. 
The opposition has mostly fled 
to Iraqi Kurdistan or to Iraq's 
neighbours, where it has usually 
become dependent an foreign 
intelligence services. 

It was an extraordinary 
achievement for al-Nahdah, 
dedicated to establishing democ- 
racy in a united Iraq, to have con- 


al-Ouja outside TDoril and was 
not part of the traditional dan 
leadership.) 

The officer says: “In 1 990 the 
general was arrested. He was 
taken to al-Ouja and his tongue 
cut out. Then he was executed 
His son Farouqwas executed at 
the same time and the general's 
bouse in Baghdad was bull- 
dozed" 

When Ra'ad, the nephew of 
the dead general, learned about 
the party Uday was due to at- 
tend in three days* time he 
knew his moment for revenge 
had come. He told the al-Nad- 
hah group. They immediately 
started mobiEsmg their military 
section, (The Iran-Iraq war and 
the Gun War mean that most 
Iraqi men have military train- 
ing and weapons are easy and 
cheap to obtain.) 

Knowing the time and place 
of the party in al-Mansur, a iash- 


which Uday was to attend, 
made it easy to.choose the site 
for the ambush- “We thought 
Uday would have to take one of 
two routes to come to the par- 
ty,” says Ismail Othman. “We 
chose a place where the two 
roads met a crossroads. It also 


12 December, 1996: 
the ambush jt 
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Crippled future: Uday Hussein leaving hospital last month, six months after the assassination attempt by al-Nadhah 


Photograph: Reuters 


had good street li ghting in case 
it was dark when he arrived. We 
knew he would be in one of 
three white Mercedes, all the 
same shape, model and with the 
same number plates to confuse 
attackers about the car which 
Uday was in.” 

The would-be assassins de- 
rided to ambush Uday where 
Mansur street, a long straight 
road, reaches Baghdad Inter- 
national street (See map). 
There are many shops in the 
area, so members of the al-Nab- 
dah attack group standing in the 
street would not attract atten- 
tion. Udays convoy would also 
probably have to slow down at 
the crossroads. Four men, all 
aimed with Kalashnikovs and 
four dips of ammunition each 
containing 30 rounds, were po- 
sitioned to attack Uday*s car 
from the front and sides, 
whichever route he took. 

Ismail Othman stys Uday was 
delayed because he had gone 
gone to feed his pet police 
dogs, as he did every Thursday, 
at the Jadriya boat club on the 
Tigris. Just before night fell, the 
gunman outside the al-Karh 
Sports Gub saw the first white 
Mercedes speeding up Mansur 
street TWo other members of 
the ambush squad were waiting 
at the opposite street corner 
outride the Ruwad restaurant 
A fourth man stood in a side 
street near the two getaway cars, 
ready to shoot at the second two 
cars in the convoy from behind 
to prevent the bodyguards help- 
ing Uday. 

Everything went according 
Eto plan, except for one small 
error. Ismail Othman says: “We 
believed Udaywould be driving 
the first car because that is what 
he normally did. In feet he was 
sitting in the passenger seat" 

The gunman outside the 
Karh social club, who was the 
first to shoot concentrated his 
fire on the driver as originally 
planned. It was one of the men 
outside the Ruwad restaurant 
who realised that Uday was not 
sitting where he was expected. 
He saw him instead in toe pas- 
senger seat and fired at him at 
almost point-blank range. A 
government official later ad- 
mitted Uday was hit by eight 
bullets. 

“It all took one-and-a-half to 
two minutes,” says Ismail Oth- 
man. Then, three of the ambush 
party ran down Mansur street 
to the two getaway cars, covered 

firing^at'tim com^y. 

The escape had been care- 

hides^each bad number plates 

from a western Iraqi province 
least likely to be enemies of 
Saddam Hussein and there- 




fore less likely to be stopped 
by the police. 

S urprisingly, the government 
immediately confirmed 
Uday was wounded, though 
not bow badly. According to one 
source, this was to quell ru- 
mours that Saddam Hussein 
himself had been hit Ismail 
Othman says those who 
planned and carried out the am- 
bush escaped by travelling into 
Iraq's western desert, where 
they were joined by Ra'ad al- 
Hazaa, and finally reached Jor- 
dan. He says they chose this 
route because Iraqi security 
would expect the assassins to 
seek refuge in Iran or Iraqi Kur- 
distan, both only two or three 
hours from Baghdad. 

Another Iraqi source has 
told The Independent the as- 
sassination group did enter 
Iran. Iraqi government de- 
manded thty be returned by the 
Iranians. It is possible Iran in- 
sisted that the men who had 


tried to kill Uday deny that they 
bad ever entered its (erritoty. 

Some members of al-Nahdah 
stayed behind They remained 
undetected until 2 February 
when they held a meeting at al- 
Kreeat north of Baghdad Un- 
fortunately. one of them had 
bought a car which turned out 
to be stolen. When security 
came to investigate, one of the 
guards at the meeting opened 
fire. Ismail Othman says: “The 
soldiers used rocket propelled 
grenades to blow up the house 
over the heads of the 11 de- 
fenders. All of them were killed 
along with three Iraqi soldiers.” 

Uday recently left hospital on 
crutches, claiming he was re- 
covering. He has not been seen 
since. Iraqi sources say he is too 
badly injured to regain his old 
power. Ismail Othman believes 
that by showing there was a real 
Iraqi resistance, which could 
strike at the leadership, the at- 
tack on Uday “achieved 100 per 
cent success”. 




*We decided to kill Uday two 
years ago,' said Ismail 
Othman. ‘We thought the 
regime had four pillars: 
Saddam himself, Uday and 
his younger brother Qusai 
[head of security services] 
and their cousin, All Hassan 
aJ-Majkl Of these Uday was 
the easiest to get to.’ 
Pictured, top, from left 
Saddam Hussein and Qusay 
Hussein. Left Ali Hassan 
at-Mapd. 
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Professor J. Z. Young 


The zoologist and compara- 
tive anatomist J.Z. Young was 
acknowledged by many biolo- 
gists to be the most distin- 
guished invertebrate anatomist 
of this century. 

His main interest was the 
functional anatomy of the ner- 
vous system, the details of how 
its nerve cells were arranged and 
how they were linked together 
on the one hand, and on the oth- 
er, what the properties of a ner- 
vous svstera might be, how we 
and other animals learned, and 
what was the basis of memory. 

Directed towards biology by 
A.G. Lowndes, his teacher at 
Marlborough College, Young 
later wrote that he loved it 
from the first dav, dissecting a 
rabbit before breakfast. He 
went up to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, as a Demy, to read 
zoology and. gaining the best 
First, was awarded the Naples 
Scholarship upon graduation, to 
study the visceral autonomic 
nervous system of fish. 

Two excellent papers on the 
fish autonomic system resulted, 
but the most important conse- 
quence of his early visits to 
Naples was his introduction to 
the cephalopods, the group 
containing octopus, cuttlefish, 
squid and nautilus. His first pub- 
lished papers, in 1929, both 
dealt with cephalopods. One 


was °n a new organ he haddis- 
P^^fiextto a nerve ganglion 
and the other on the 
deg en eration of cuttlefish nerve 
anres after section. Thus began 
dis remarkable research ca- 
reer, spanning no less than 65 
yeare from the date of these first 
Papers, In all, he wrote more 
Joan 150 articles on cepha- 
iopodsaswell as several books, 
and at the time of his death was 
working with Marion Nixon on 
* “*S e book The Brains and 
^ un. Pjf Ccphdopods. 

whilst sear ching in squid for 

the new organ be had discov- 
ered in octopus, Young ob- 
served large transparent tubes 
m the nerves passing from the 
star-like stellate ganglion to 
the mantle muscle which pow- 
ers squid jet propulsion. These 
tubes arose from masses of 
small nerve cells in the ganglion 
and after some simple experi- 
ments, Young was able to show 
that they were in feet enor- 
mously thick giant nerve fibres. 
Nerve fibres in most animals , 
and indeed the other nerve fi- 
bres in squid mantle nerves, are 
only a few thousandths of a mil- 
limetre in diameter, but the gi- 
ant nerve fibres or axons in large 
squid may be up to a millime- 
tre in diameter. 

The dSsoovery of the squid and 
cuttlefish giant axons, hist an- 


nounced in a short note in 1934, 
was of cardinal importance, hi 
a series of magisterial papers, 
m^mtbePhuosophicaiTrans- 
actions of the Royal Society 
(where Young regularly con- 
tributed long superbly illustrat- 
ed papers on cephalopods for 
over 50 years) he described the 
very complex anatomy of the gi- 
ant fibre systems. 

As a zoologist, he was not 
only interested in the anatomy, 
but also in how the system 
functioned, and he was able to 

show by measuring the speed of 

conduction of gfent fibres of dif- 
ferent diameters, chat the size 
of the giant axons was related 
to the need for rapid escape re- 
sponses from the mantle mus- 
cles. Curiously enough, giant 
cells and axons in the cephalo- 
pod brain had been discovered 
by another anatomist, L.W. 
Wiliams, in 1909, but he gave 
no figures and misunderstood 
the arrangement of the fibres, 
so that it was Young's pre- 
pared mind that understood the 
system and worked it out 
correctly, seizing in his first 
note the great significance of his 
discovery. 

The importance of the giant 
axons to neurophysiology lay in 
their accessibility and colossal 
diameter, compared with oth- 
er “normal* nerve fibres. Their 



Ybung: anatomical discoveries 


size permitted the experiments 
by Sir Alan Hodgkin and Sir 


Size 

by 

Andrew Huxley in which they 
actually inserted two electrodes 
into the axons. This led to the 
understanding of the excitabil- 
ity of the nerve membrane and 
the mechanism of nerve con- 
duction. It even became possi- 
ble, as was found later, to roll 
out the contents of the axon 
with a miniature roller, and to 
replace them with artificial so- 
lutions. Work on the giant ax- 
ons. and their surrounding 
sheath cells, has continued ever 
since, not only by those inter- 
ested in excitable membranes 
and synaptic transmission, but 
also by biochemists and micro- 
scopic anatomists. 


Space does not permit de- 
scription of ail of Young’s lat- 
er anatomical discoveries. As 
well as the detailed anatomy of 
different cephaiopod brains, 
and Lbe anatomy 1 of curious 
and rare cephalopods, he 
worked out the organisation of 
the eye muscles (including a 
muscle which spans the head 
transversely linking the two 
eyes) and the statocysts (extra- 
ordinarily, not so different in 
principle to our own ears), and 
had just completed with a col- 
league a fortnight before he 
died, a remarkable paper, on tbe 
cephaiopod rasping rows of 
radular teeth, in which he was 
able to explain the existence of 
structures found! in many oth- 
er molluscs whose function had 
not been understood- He con- 
fided to me that he felt this last 
paper was one of his best 
In addition to his anatomi- 
cal work. Young pioneered the 
use of the octopus for experi- 
mental neurobiology, and 
worked for many years each 
summer at the Siazione Zoo- 
logies in Naples examining the 
changes in visual and tactile 
learning and in memory which 
resulted from different team le- 
sions. Of course this went hand 
in hand with studies of brain 
anatomy, and led to later more 
philosophical articles and 


books such as Doubt and 
Certainly in Science (1950), 
Programs of the Brain (1978) 
and Philosophy and the Brain 
(1982). As he remarked in a re- 
cent essay, he was concerned to 
show how knowledge about 
brain functions can help in 
everyday human affairs. 

The writs to Naples, begun 
in 1928, continued whilst he 
was a Fellow of Magdalen and 
University demonstrator in 
Zoology, until the beginning of 
the Second World War. Dur- 
ing the war. Young worked in 
Oxford with H.J. Seddon 
studying nerve injuries and 
their repair by grafting. After 
the war, he became the first zo- 
ologist to be appointed to a 
chair of anatomy, at Universi- 
ty College London, in 194S. 
Further research visits to 
Naples were made from the 
late 1940s until the early 1980s. 
The great distinction of this 
regular scientific visitor was fit- 
tingly recognised in 1991 when 
Young received the freedom of 
the city he was so fond of and 
had known so long. 

As Professor of Anatomy in 
University College 1945-74, he 
wrote The Life of Vertebrates 
1 1950) and An Introduction to 
iheSautvofMan (1971), the for- 
mer making his name familiar 
to generations of students, in- 


fluencing them more than any 
of his other contributions. t 

In person. J-Z. (as he was uni- 
versally known outside the cir- 
cle of his friends and pupils to 
whom he was John) was taU and 
co mman ding# latterly with a 
mane of silver hair, and his per- 
sonality was a strong one. Per- 
haps his most striking and 
engaging characteristic was his 
infectious enthusiasm for what- 
ever he did, whether it was 
about the Roman snail colony 
in Wychwood, or his latest ex- 
perimental results. 

He had a formidable intellect 
and an even more formidable 
capacity for work. Even m his 
eighties he worked a long day, 
pausing for an hour in the pub 
before a late dinner and con- 
tinuing in the evening. Sundays 
were devoted to walking 20 
miles or so, but anyone who 
knew him cannot imagine that 
he was even then not ponder- 
ing his next paper or book. 

His marriage to the painter 
Raye Parsons was supremely 
happy, and he owed much to 
her. She organised a magnifi- 
cent lunch for his 90th birth- 
day earlier this year, and it was 
astonishing how many of his 
former pupils and friends 
came from all over the world 
to see John and to wish him 
welL 


He was in truth a scientist 
who was exceptionally good at 
what he did. and loved doing 
iL For him, research was cer- 
tainly a way of life rather than 
work. He received during his 
life many distinctions: elected 
Fellow of the Royal Society at 
the early age for a biologist of 
3$, he received the Royal 
Medal of the society in 19&7, 
the Unnean Gold Medal of the 
linnean Society in 1973, and 
was given the unusual honour 
for a scientist, which pleased 
him much, of election as an 
honorary felkw of (he British 
Academy in 1986, He was also 
a member of several foreign 
academics, andwas given many 
honorary degrees. 

Quentin Bone 

John Zachary Young, zoologist: 
bom 18 March Iw 7; Fellow. 
Magdalen College, Oxford 1931- 
45, Honorary Fellow 1975: 
Demonstrator in Zoology and 
Comparative Anatom* Oxford 
University 1933-45: FRS 1045; 
Professor of Ana torn-. Universi- 
ty College, London 1945-74 
(Emeritus); Fullerton Professor 
of Physiology, Royal Institutioi i 
1958-61; married first Phyllis 
Heaney (one son. one daugh ter), 
second Raymonde Parsons (one 
daughter ); died Oxford 4 Juh 
1997. 


Miguel Najdorf 


Anyone passing through the 
Press Room of a world chess 
championship match in the 
1970s or 19SCte would have no- 
ticed that one table always 
attracted the strongest grand- 
master visitors and produced 
the most animated discussions. 
And when an aged and podgy 
hand banged a piece down, ac- 
companied by a gravelly ay of 
“Chess, easy game", and a rau- 
cous laugh. 'everyone knew that 
the focus of all the attention was 
Miguel Najdorf. one of the 
most successful and respected 
figures of post-war interna- 
tional chess. 

Bom Mieczyslaw Najdorf 
(pronounced to rhyme with 
high-dwarf) in Poland in 1920, 
he made his international 
debut in Warsaw at the Chess 
Olympiad of 1935. scoring 
nine wins, six draws and only 
two losses. The following year, 
he shared first place as a 
guest player in the Hungarian 
championship. 

At the time of the outbreak 
of the Second World War in 
1939, he was playing in the 


Chess Olympics in Buenos 
Aires and. in common with 
many other European players, 
decided to sit out the war in 
South America. 

In 1944, he took up 
Argentine naturalisation and 
changed his first name to 
Miguel- He went on to win the 
Argentine championship seven 
times, stretching from 1949 to 

1975, and played for Argentina 
in 11 Olympiads from 1950 to 

1976. Twice, in 1950 and 1952, 
be won the prize for the high- 
est individual score on top 
board. 

When international chess re- 
sumed after the war with a ma- 
jor tournament in Groningen, 
in the Netherlands. Najdorf 
finished in fourth place behind 
Botvinnik, Euwe and Smyslov. 
That performance, together 
■with his pre-war results ought 
to have earned him a place 
among the contestants for 
the 1948 world championship 
series, but a proposal to include 
him fell foul of the intensely 
political manoeuvring going on 
between the International 


Chess Federation and the 
Russians. 

In subsequent Candidates 
tournaments for the world 
championship. Najdorf finished 
fifth in 1950 and sixth in 1953. 
During this period be was one 
of the very few players from out- 
side Russia who could have 
been a credible world title 
contender. His name, however, 
is now remembered less for his 
results in world championship 
qualifiers than for his champi- 
oning the “Najdorf Variation" 
of the Sicilian Defence - which 
remains one of the most popu- 
lar openings among the world's 
top players. 

• Najdorf s early successes in 
Poland and the length of his ca- 
reer in Argentina - he was still 
regularly playing successfully in 
tournaments in his late seven- 
ties -were both symptoms of a 
huge natural talent for chess. 
While other top players worked 
hard, both in their preparations 
and at the board, Najdorf 
seemed to sense without effort 
where his pieces belonged. 

For him chess was indeed an 


easy game. His other great 
catch phrase, which echoed fre- 
quently around the world's 
tournament venues, was an ad- 
monitory “Kay w ich your hands, 
not with your head!" usually ut- 
tered in criticism of a poor move 
played as a result of excessive 
thinking. 

Towards the end of last year, 
the Dutch town of Groningen 
invited all seven surviving play- 
ers from their 1946 tourna- 
ment back for a 50th 
anniversary celebration. When 
asked how they would like to 
spend their time, the old men 
were unanimous: “Why, playing 
chess, of course". And we 'can 
be sure that Najdorf s vote was 
the most voluble. In nearly 70 
years of tournament play, his 
love of the game had never 
diminished. 

William Hartslon 

Mieczyslaw (Miguel) Najdorf, 
chess player: bom Warsaw, 
Poland 15 April 1910 ; mice 
married (one daughter, and one 
daughter deceased): died Mar- 
beUa, Spain 4 July 1997. 




Najdorf at play: inventor of the popular 'Najdorf Var ia tion* of the Sicilian Defence 

Karl Ridderbusch 


Photograph: British Chess Magazine 


Ridderbusch as Hagen k n Gatterdommerung Photograph: Opera Ma^ane 


Karl Ridderbusch was a Ger- 
man bass with a magnificently 
resonant, dark-coloured voice, 
the kind of singer who is the 
mainstay of productions of 
Wagner’s Ring cycle the world 
over. 

He duly sang Fasolt, Hund- 
ing, Fafiner and Hagen in 
Bayreuth, and several of those 
roles at the Metropolitan, New 
York and at Covent Garden, but 
his voice encompassed a very 
wide range, and he became 
particularly noted for his por- 
trayal of Hans Sadis, which he 
sang at the Easter Festival in 
Salzburg under the baton of 
Herbert von Karajan. 

Another favourite and much- 
admired role was that of Baron 
Ochs in Der Rosenkavalier. An 
excellent actor, he sang a num- 
ber of comic roles, including 


Rocco (Fidelia), Van Belt 
(Lortring’s Zar und Zimmer- 
mann ), Nicolai's Falstaff, and 
Kecal (The Bartered Bride); he 
never, even as (X*hs, overplayed 
the comic business, but in more 
dramatic parts such as Caspar 
C Der Freischutz) and Pizarro 
(Fidelio), not to mention his 
Wagner repertory, he used his 
fine voice and impressive height 
to even greater advantage. 

Karl Ridderbusch was born 
in Recklinghausen in 1932. He 
trained to be an engineer, in- 
tending to work in his father’s 
brick-works. His voice was dis- 
covered when be entered an 
amateur competition held by 
the Herzog Film Company in 
Dusseldorf. where he was heard 
by the tenor Rudolf Sc hock. En- 
couraged by Schock, who paid 
for part of his studies, first in 


Duisberg, then in Essen, Rid- 
derbusch made his stage debut 
in 1961 at Munster. 

In 1964 he moved to Essen, 
and in 1965 to the Deutsche 
Oper am Rhein in Dussel- 
dorf/D uisbe rg. which remained 
his home base for the remain- 
der of his career, and where he 
sang Italian roles such as Hen- 
ry VTII in Donizetti's .'Inna 
Bolena and Philip II in Don Car- 
los, as weU as the German 
repertory. 

Ridderbusch was soon giving 
guest performances, in Vienna, 
Berlin, Frankfurt and Ham- 
burg, in Dallas, where he sang 
Sarastro in Die Zauberflote in 
1966, and at the Paris Opera, 
where he sang King Marie in 
Tristan und Isolde in 1967. That 
same year be made his 
Bayreuth d£but as King Henry 


in Lohenain, followed by Tinirel 
in Parsifal and Fasolt in Das 
Rhangold, and his Metropolitan 
debut as Hunding in Die 
Mrikunc, later singing Fafner in 
Siegfried. 

He made his Covent Garden 
ddbut in 1971 as Fasolt, Hund- 
ing and Father, returning as the 
Landgrave in Tannhduser in 
1974. 

Ridderbusch continued to 
appear at Bayreuth for the next 
decade, as Hunding, Hagen 
(GdtlerdSrnmerung). Daland 
(Der fliegende Hollander), and 
ftjgner as well as Hans Sachs in 
Die Mdstersinger, which soon be- 
came his most successful role. 
He gave an especially fine per- 
formance at the Salzburg East- 
er Festival in 1974. He returned 
to the Metropolitan in 1976 as 
Sadis and sang the role at the 


Lyric Theatre, Chicago in 1977. 

During the 1980s Gurne- 
manz in Parsifal became one of 
his most successful interpreta- 
tions: he sang it at Tbrin (1982), 
Cologne (1983) and Rome 
(1984). Another finely charac- 
terised part was the Doctor in 
Wozzeck, which he sang in Mu- 
nich in 19S2, and repeated at 
Madrid in 1987, when I wrote 
that he was “a sinister Doctor, 
his colossal shoulders twitching 
with maniacal glee as he con- 
templated Wozzeck's moral and 
physical failings . . 

The last time I heard Karl 
Ridderbusch was latex that year, 
when he took the small role of 
the Podesth in Schreker's Die 
Gezeichneten in Dusseldorf. 
This production was taken to 
the Vienna Festival in 19S9. He 
sang Falstaff in Die histige 


Weiber von Windsor for the 
Deutsche Oper am Rhein in 
1991. 

In his prime Riddersbusch 
made a great many recordings: 
he can be heard as Pogner and 
Sachs, King Mark, Titurcl and 
Gumemanz, as well os in his 
usual roles in Der Rbig , and as 
Rocco. My own favourite 
among his recordings Is Richard 
Strauss's Capriccio. in which he 
takes the part of the theatre di- 
rector La Roche and in his great 
monologue both explains and 
demonstrates what opera is all 
about. 

Eliza b eth Forbes 

Karl Ridderbusch. opera singer 
bom Recklinghattsen, Germany 
29 May 1932; twice married (ftw 
sons, one daughter); tlied Weis, 
Austria 21 June 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

CKEETHAM: Dennis William, of Girl- 
loo. Nottingham. Died on 2 July 1W, 
awd 77. Retired JP and POEWU 
oflicer. Loved and missed by j/J his 
family. Funeral ai Willard HJl Cre- 
matorium. 1245pm. Friday 11 July. 
Any donations lo the Nottingham 
HcKp»M. 

HORDER: Thomas Mervyn. 2nd Boron 
of Ashford, peacefully, in hospitaL on 
3 July. Much-lovcd brother, uncle, 
crcai-uncfe and friend. Funeral 
service. Friday I 1 lulv. 1030am. at St 
Augustine's Church. Carbon Vafc, fa- 
bum. Private cremation afterwards. 
Family fknvers only. Dana lx ms to the 
Musicians’ Benevolent Fund .00 HJ. 
Beat i& Co. 1c WK-Buinster Court, 
Aberdeen Place, London NWS. 
HORDER: Lord, Mervyn died 3 July 
lW. Remembering him with grati- 
tude for the friendship be gave to 
Bryan Youl and Pal Ryan and tbeir 
children whom he laved. Mircillc. 
David and Gcrwudu. and also Ge- 
offrey' Elborn and Mark Watson and 
tbrir'dog Teddy. He enriched all their 
lives by refusing them to suffer even 
a single moment of boredom in he 
company. Mervyn Horder showed 
these friends a way 10 live. 
ROBINSON: Bernard Wheeler, physi- 
cist and creator af Music Comp, died 
peacefully at Pigotts on Monday l July 
1997. aged 93. Funeral private. 

^nnonnccmcnls for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS fBlrths, 
Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths. Memo- 
rial services. Wsddiag anurienories, I n 
Memoriaml should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor; The Independent. 
I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don E14 SDL telephoned to 01 71-293 
2012 orfiixed to 0171-293 2010. and arc 
charged at £630 a line (VAT extra/. 


Birthdays 

Lord Allen of Abbeydale, former se- 
nior ervii servant, 35; Mr Jon Ban- 
nenberg, yacht designer, 68; Dr 
Robert Barnes, metallurgist 73; Dr 
Kate Bertram, former President, 
Lucy Cavendish College. Cambridge. 
85; Mr Christopher Brown, Head- 
master. Norwich SchooL 53; Mr 
Alan Campbell MR 40; Mr Elen 
Chapman MP, 57; The Hon Mrs 
Mary Corsar, former chairman. 
WRVS. 70; Sir Feier Darby, former 
chief inspector. Fire Services. 73: 
Lord Dervaird, Dean of the Faculty 
of Law, Edinburgh University, 62; Mr 
Mr Keith Fielding, rugby player. 45; 
Lord Gilmour of Crai grail iar. former 
government minister, 71; Mr Bruce 
GyngdL former managing director. 
TV-ara. 68; Mr Bernard Henderson, 
chairman. British Waterways, 69; 
Mr Brian Hitches, editor, Sunday Ex- 
press, 61; Dame Elaine Keiletl- 
Bowman, former MP, 73; Dr Peter 
Knight, Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Central England in Birmingham. 
50; Maj-Gcn Robert Loudoun, for- 
mer director. Menial Health Foun- 
dation. 75; Viscount Mersey, film 
director. 63; Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Roger Palin. Controller, RAF Benev- 
olent Fund. 59. The Right Rev Derek 
Rnwdiffc, Assistant Bishop, Ripon, 
76; Mr Chris Ruane NO? 39; Viscount 
Samuel, Emeritus Professor of Phys- 
ical Chemistry, Wcizmann Institute 
of Science, Israel, 75; Mr Walter 
Schcel. former president of West 
Germany, 73$; Sir Roy Shaw, former 
sccrci ary -grncraL the Arts Council, 
79; Mr Brian Walden, journalist and 
broadcaster. 65: Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Neil Wheeler. SO; The Very Rev 
Michael Whinney, Assistant Bishop, 
Birmingham, 67. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Jean dc la Fontaine, poet and 
writer, 1621; Joseph Chamberlain, 


statesman. 1836; Sir Arthur John 
Evans, archaeologist, 1851; Percy 
Aldridge Grainger (George Percy), 
composer and pianist, 1882; Alec 
(Alexander Raban) Waugh, writer, 
1898. Deaths: Pope Gregory XV. 
1623; Percy Bysshe Shelley, poet, at 
sea at Spezia, Italy, 1822; Sir Henry 
Raeburn, portrait painter, 1823; Sir 
William Edward Parry, Arctic ex- 
plorer, 1855; Hablot Knight Browne 
(“Phiz"), artist, 1882; Henry Have- 
lock EHis, physician and writer. 1939; 
Vivien Leigh (Vivian Mary Hartley), 
actress. 1967; Michael Wilding, ac- 
tor. 1979; Frank Hampson, creator 
of “Dan Dare", 1985. On this day: 
Vasco da Gama, navigator, set sail 
from Lisbon with four ships 00 a voy- 
age to India, 1497; the last bare- 
knuckle boxing contest, between 
John L a w rence Sullivan and Jake KS- 
rain, and lasting 75 rounds, took pbee 
at Ricbbuig, Missouri, 1889; the 
Ziegfeld Follies opened for the first 
time. New York, 1907. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Adrian HL pope. 
Saints Aqufia and Prisca or Priscilla 
(husband and wife), St Grimbald. St 
Kili an and his Companions. St Pro- 
copius of Caesarea, St Raymund of 
"Rmlouse, St Sunniva and her Com- 
panions and St Wilhburga. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman Coady, 
"Precious Objects (n): Renaissance 
Smdioli, treasuries for books, objects 
and images", I pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Deirdre Robson. "Design in Britain 
in the 1930s” 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Linda Nochlin, 
"Eflswonh Kelly: making abstraction 
anew”, 6-30pm. 

British Museum: Anne Pearson, 
"The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
New York". 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Karen 
Hearn, “Lucy Harington, Countess 


of Bedford", 1.10pm; John Tusa, 
Charles Saumarez Smith, Norben 
Lynton, Ishbel Myerscough, “BP 
Portrait Award”, 650pm. 

Luncheons 

HM Government 

Mr George Robertson MR Secretary 
of State for Defence, was the host at 
a luncheon held yesterday at Lan- 
caster House, St’ James's, London 
SW1, in honour of Sayyid Bader bin 
Saud bin Harib AJ Busaidi, Minister 
Responsible for Defence Affairs of 
the Sultana te of Oman. 

Dinners 

Canada Club 

Dr Gavin Reilly, Director and former 
Chairman, Anglo-American Corpo- 
ration, was the guest of honour at a 
dinner held yesterday evening by the 
Canada Club at the Dorchester Ho- 
le 1, London WJ. Lord Strathcona and 
Mount Royal was in the chair. Mr 
Philip Priestley, 0 / the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, and Mr 
Michael Chapman, of BMO Nesbitt 
Burns International Ltd, also spoke. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Princess Royal. Patron, Canal 
Museum ThisL attends a reception 
and the exhibition “Women and Chil- 
dren of the Cana!" at 12-13 New Wharf 
Road, London NL and visits HMS 
Dryad, sear Sominricfc, Hampshire. 
The Duchess of Rent, Patron, visits rhe 
Sussex Beacon, Brighton. West Sussex. 

Changing of tbe Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Reg- 
iment mounts the Ouccn's Life Guard 
at Horae Guards, 11 am; 1st Battalion 
Scots Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace, 
lL30am. band provided by the Scots 
Guards. 


Publication of articles was not contempt 


Attorney General v Unger & ors; 
Queen’s Bench Divisional Court 
(Lord Justice Simon Brown and 
Mr Justice Owen) 3 July 1997 

Newspaper articles in which an 
alleged thief was said to have 
confessed after being caught on 
videotape, published whilst 
proceedings against her were 
srill active, did not constitute 
a contempt of court. 

The Divisional Court dis- 
missed contempt proceedings 
brought against the editor of 
the Manchester Evening News. 
its publishers, and the Daily 
Mail in respect of two news- 
paper articles published in July 
1996, which the Attorney Gen- 
eral contended constituted a 
contempt of court under the 
strict liability rule. By section 
2(2) of the Contempt’of Court 
Act 19S1 that rule applies to 
publications which create “a 
substantial risk that the course 
of justice . . . in . . . proceed- 
ings ... will be seriously im- 
peded or prejudiced.” 
RdbinderSingi iTreaserySoEatori for 
the Attorney General: Andrew 
Caldicott QC (Cobbetts, Manchester) 
for the first and second respondents: 
Jonathan Caplan QC (D J Free- 
man t for the third respondent. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said that the article in the Dai- 
ly Mail appeared on 10 July 
1996 under the headline “The 
home help who was busy help- 
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ing herself”, ft described bow 
the son of an 82-year-old 
woman had installed a secret 
video camera in his mother’s 
home to discover who was 
stealing money from her. He 
had captured the thief, his 
mother’s home help, twice on 
video which he had shown to 
the police. 

When confronted by re- 
porters the woman. Mrs GiUu- 
ley, had said that she would not 
be denying the allegations. The 
article was flanked by two pho- 
tographs captioned respectively 
“A video picture of the thief 
reaching for cash hidden in a 
fridge” and “Seconds later, 
she pockets the money”. The 
article in the Manchester 
Evening News, published on 9 
July, was to substantially the 
same effect. 

At the time that the articles 
were published, proceedings 
were “active”within the mean- 
ing of the 1981 Act; MrsGiUu- 
ley had been arrested on 5 July 
1996 and charged with two of- 
fences of theft. Having been 
shown the video she had ad- 
mitted the first offence, but not 
the second. 

The Daily Mail consulted 
leading counsel who advised 
them that, since Mrs Gilluley 
had confessed and had in any 


event been caught “red- 
banded” od video, there was no 
substantial risk of prejudice to 
her case. On 4 September 1996 
she pleaded guilty at the mag- 
istrates' court to two charges of 
theft 

The case against the respon- 
dents was that as at the date of 
publication there was a real 
chance that Mrs Gilluley migh t 
have elected trial by jury in 
which event there was a sub- 
stantial risk that her trial would 
have been seriously prejudiced. 

The issue to be addressed 
concerned the relevance of 
Mrs Gilluley's dear intima- 
tion to the respondents that she 
would be admitting the 
charges. Counsel's advice to the 
Daily Mail had been based al- 
most entirely on the fact that 
she had confessed and had 
been caught red-handed. Much 
the same thinking appeared to 
have coloured the approach of 
the Manchester Evening News. 

That approach was wholly 
misguided and indeed perni- 
cious. It was not to be as- 
sumed that because someone 
had “confessed" to a crime that 
they would necessarily plead 
goaty to it, nor indeed that they 
necessarily were guilty of it. Stfll 
less was it for the newspapers 
to assess the strength of the ev- 


idence against an accused and 
to second-guess a jury’s verdict 

The respondents had sub- 
mitted that even if the case had 
ultimately gone for trial before 
a jury, that trial would not have 
been compromised by the pub- 
lication of the articles. It 
seemed, generally speaking,, 
that unless a publication ma- 
terially affected the course of 
trial by causing it to be moved _ 
or delayed to minimise preju- 
dice, or necessitated special di- 
rections to the jury, or created 
at the very least a seriously ar- 
guable ground of appeal on the 
basis of prejudice, it was un-' 
likely to be vulnerable to con- 
tempt proceedings under the 
strict liability rule. 

In the present case it seemed 
plain that Mrs Gilluley. had she 
been convicted by a jury, would 
not have obtained leave to ap- 
peal on the basis of the articles. 
In the result, the allegation of 
contempt bad not been made 
good. 

Articles such as those under 
consideration undoubtedly, 
however, exposed their pub- 
lishers to a real risk of being 
found in breach of the strict li- 
ability rule. All those, therefore, 
in the business of crime re- 
porting should recognise that 
such articles were published at 
their peril, and should exercise 
great caution. 

Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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Now it’s up to the teachers to back Blunkett 


I maguie what a difference it would 
maJce to people's lives if their edu- 
canonal achievement was, on aver- 

!& 10, m r or 30 cent higher. 
Bettef-aiucated people ere not only 
ore productive, more creative; they 
are also more fulfilled and more id 

they are better cit- 
lzens. Nothing, m a modern democratic 
economy, matters more than enabling 
people to play as rich a role as possible 
m our society - to enjoy all the advan- 

W? ° f ?? ^ of Uavid Blun- 
Kett s task is thus enormous. His per- 
formance will affect not only how the 
country regards him; but also how we 
judge Labour and Tbny Blair. Yes, peo- 
ple will vote Labour- or not - for other 
reasons too. But if Mr Blunkett fails, 
his supporters will have every reason to 
wonder what this government was for. 

So it’s a heavy duty. But he starts out 
with a better prospect of success than 
any Secretary of State for Education has 
jeujoyed for more than 30 years. The 
'reason is simple, but too little noted: 

' that, after a decade and a half of hos- 
ytflity and struggle, parents and teachers 
|and politicians overwhelmingly agree 
'about what needs to be done. Remem- 
* ber the dread word “consensus” that 
; Margaret Thatcher strove to 
j from our language? Remember how, in 
i spite of her efforts, the whole educa- 
i tional world pleaded for consensus on 
j schooling? WeD, now we have it. While 
J the arguments have raged over tests and 


curricula and teachers and funding, cer- 
tain core truths have been emerging 
about what works in schools, and what 
doesn’t Suddenly we find that we do 
not need to argue about many of the 
fundamentals. As the White Paper 
says, “We know what it takes to create 
a good school: a strong, skilled head 
who understands the importance of 
clear leadership, committed staff and 
parents, high expectations of every 
child, and above all good teaching.” Pre- 
cisely: achieve those thin gs and every- 
thing else will follow. We do not need 
to argue about many of the details - 
such as whether children should prac- 
tise mental arithmetic. We know that if 
they don’t, they will be incapable of 
more developed activities. We even 
know that they learn it better when 
taught as a whole dass. Better still if 
their teachers can compute quickly in 
their own heads. 

This is the educational equivalent of 
Mr Blair's “neither left nor right but the 
radical centre” nostrum for politics 
generally; in this case, neither trendy 
ill-discipline nor cheerless rote-learn- 
ing, but disciplined, modem learning. 
That requires proper resources, includ- . 
ing decently-paid teachers, new books 
and computers - and traditional values. 
We have, perhaps, moved beyond the 
playground catcalling between mods 
and trads. Certainly, on that level, yes- 
terday’s White Paper is the most grown- 
up document to emerge from govero- 
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meat for a long time. It recognises 
explicitly that the Conservatives were 
right to introduce a national curricu- 
lum, and tests, and to start challen gin g 
mixed-ability teaching Indeed, Labour 
is now pro mising not only to improve 
league-tabling to measure progress, but 
also to introduce more tests, and higher 
targets. But, as Excellence in Schools 
points out, the Conservatives then 
became obsessed with structure, believ- 
ing that tinkering with new forms of 
school management and governance 
would in itself raise standards. Mr 
Blunkett is accepting that the Tories 
exposed the problem, but looked in the 


wrong place for an answer. He has 
therefore swung round to focus again 
on the substance of schooling: what 
teachers and pupils actually do. 

His proposed mechanism is coherent 
and straightforward. Set national tar- 
gets. Require local councils to provide 
plans describing how they will lead their 
schools to meet those targets. Use suc- 
cessful schools to show others how to 
improve. Improve teachers’ confid- 
ence and ability. If individual schools 
or teachers succeed, they will be 
rewarded. But if they continue to fail, 
no excuses wfi] be tolerated. 

That programme, dearly detailed in 


the White Paper, is a cogent summa- 
tion of all that we know needs to be 
done. But central problems remain. 
One is that the Government must rely 
heavily on exhortation, to which some 
teachers are notoriously immune. Mr 
Blunkett’s appeal for a “can do" men- 
tality to spread through the profession 
should surely be applauded. But will 
those doubters bear him? In this con- 
text, professionalism® teachers by cre- 
ating a General Teaching Council (sim- 
jjar in objectives to the professional 
authorities for lawyers and doctors) 
could be a powerful engine. But it is not 
worth bothering with if the teaching 
unions treat it as a forum for playing 
out their destructive competition for 
members. It must be an inclusive body, 
not a cluster of cynical caucuses. 

Mostly the White Paper’s core prin- 
ciples are worthwhile. But the princi- 
ple that polities should be designed to 
benefit the many, not just the few, is 
open to huge misunderstanding. It 
does imply that “the few” are unim- 
portant. Thus some teachers are en- 
couraged to believe that they don’t 
need to expend energy on aspiring and 
able children, leading middle-class par- 
ents to disconnect themselves from 
state schooling- which, in turn, under- 
mines the whole system. If standards 
are to rise, every child is important, 
from the least able to the most able. 
Quality education is about persuading 
the unmotivated to learn, persuading 


mediocre performers to become good 
performers, and extending the bright- 
est to their fullest stretch. 

_ But Mr Blunkett, above all, has the 
right kind of ambition for a politician: 
the ambition to achieve something. 
With every day in power he is demon- 
strating that he is determined to make 
his programme work. He is pointing the 
vessel in the right direction. Now all he 
needs is a fair wind. Everyone, above 
all the teachers themselves, should 
give it to him. 

What’s the story? 
Noel’s lost glory 

H urray, Oasis are back! We celebrate 
this event, not because this paper 
is partisan about one band or another, 
but because it means that conversation 
lends at least a passing interest to the 
Gallagher brothers' real business, not 
just their amorous affairs and compre- 
hensive knowledge of English expletives. 
Actually their single is more boring than 
stories about the brothers' private lives, 
but never mind. Tony Blair doesn't - or 
shouldn’t. A poll published yesterday 
asked women whose phone number they 
would most like to have: 21 per cent said 
the PM. 14 per cent were after David 
Beckham, only 8 per cent wanted to chat 
up Noel G. How the world turns. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Ulster seizes 
the moral 
low ground 

Sin So once again the summer 
madness is upon us, and once a gain 
we are treated to the spectacle of 
Ulster tearing itself apart. Dr Mo 
Mowlam could be forgiven for 
thinking she has strayed into a 
looking-glass world, where the 
objective of both sidesis to seize 
the moral low ground, and - - 

negotiations are conducted by five- 
year-olds threatening to scream 
and scream until they are sick if 
they don’t get their own way. 

Given the lack of a political 
solution, the RUC’s decision to 
allow the Drum cree march is 
understandable: whatever they do, 
one side or theother wUfriot and 
I the RUCwill take the brunt of it, so 
j they might as well offend the side 
with the smaller number of 
potential rioters. 

However, morally it was the 
wrong decision. Faced with such • ; 
intransigence from both sides, the 
Government should intervene 
against whichever side is acting 
more provocatively. Since in this 
case the Orange parade could have ; 
returned from church the way it 
came, offending no one, the 
insistence on marching down the 
Garvagby Road can only be seen as 
provocative. 

Bafflingly, many Orangemen 
seem genuinely unable to 
understand why the Garvagby 
Road residents object so strongly to 
their parade. Anywhere but Ulster, 
one might hope that they could be 
persuaded to reroute their march 
I and dahn a victory for common 
sense and the peace process. They 
must realise that if there is ever to 
be a lasting settlement, both sides 
will have to give a little, and 
somebody has to be first. 

JON PERKINS 
| London N15 

j Sin This Labour government has 
I made its first mistake. It is not that 

. the Orangemen marched so much 

as the manner of their marching. A 
principled decision, even one 
upholding the right to walk the 
Queen's highway without let or ■_ 
hindrance, would at least have laid 
claim to the respect of the 
nationalists. This surrender to the 
greater threat risks bringing the 
British government into contempt. 

Ronnie Flanagan, the RUC Chief 
Constable, might have been wiser 
not to give the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force cause for celebration by citing 
their murderous threats as 
motivation for his decision, but the 
blame does not lie with an official 
doing his best to fulfil a limited 
brief. Responsibility ties with the 
Secretary of State, Marjorie 
Mowlam. 

Northern Ireland is a 

dysfunctional society. The rule of 
law has to be fostered, not just 
upheld. That is what Mo Mowlam 
has failed to do. Her actions have 
not struck at the culture of violence. 
Angry nationalists will conclude 
that as in the past force is what 
counts in the province. Decisions 
on parades are apparently awarded 
to the side that can come up with 
the most credible threat ofatroaty 
in an auction of violence. Doubt not 
that the IRA wll be bidding. . 

This mistak e must be put right 
for the peace process to survive but 
Mowlam is perhaps now no longer 
ihe person to do it. 

! nickmarun-clark 
\ London N8 

i Sir. On Sunday in Fortadown, not 
j one of a thousand or so Protestant 

! Orange marchers returning from 

! Drumcrec Church broke the law. 


if s 

I MY ■ A 


SfflfeL-' - ft. •. -TeE 






+>* 

m 




\i 



pvW 


iSffi 


m 


Urn. 

i-u 



® OOOq 
OQqq 

©©© } 








sym 1 


Ja 









Scores if not hundreds of Catholics 
did. Which community deserves my 
support? 

I ask as an English Catholic of 
third-generation convert stock, 
married to a Protestant and happy 
with my own personal cocktail: 
Catholic religion; Protestant histoiy, 
literature and democratic tradition; 
mixed family. Ifl rioted every Guy 
Fhwkes’ Night when nay neighbours 
celebrated the defeat of a long-past 
plot by disaffected Catholics 1 would 
be thought insane. 

Faced with the public celebration 
of someone else’s culture, there are 
several alternatives. One is to 
spectate, as at an interesting local 

phenomenon or historical survival. 
Another is to ignore it A third is to 
cause trouble -easily the best way to 
cultivate a reputation for 
intolerance. 

DAVID CRAWFORD 
Biddey. Kent 

Sir: Those of your readers who 
attend major sporting events wfll 
have noticed that, as with the 
marches in Northern Ireland, a 
q i h^rantial police presence is 
required. A large proportion of the 
cost is, however, met by the 
sporting body concerned. 

The same rules do not apply in 
Northern Ireland, where Unionists 
and nationalists are able to parade 
around free of charge to them but 
with considerable expense to the 
rest of us. Perhaps Mo Mowlam 
could correct this anomaly. 

PETER FAJKWEATHER 

Fdversham, fen* 

Sin The 12th and 13th of July are 
paid public holidays in Northern 
Ireland, just like Christinas and 
Easter Monday. The 12th is the 
anniversary of the battle of the 
Boyne. This sends out a message to 


both communities that it is 
respectable to be anti-Catholk and 
anti-Irish. These two days must be 
replaced with the same public 
holidays as in the rest of the UK. 
EMcATEER 
Langley, Berkshire 


Threats from 
outer space 

Sir John BrierJey’s letter (5 July) 
warning of a possible disaster in 
space from the Cassini mission is 
an example of the sort of scare- 
m angering that has done so much 
to give CND a bad name. 

The sort of plutonium-powered 
radioisotope thermoelectric 
generators (KTG) Cassini carries 
have been used many dozens of 
times on Nasa space missions 
without any release of radioactive 
materials or loss of life. Two 
missions with RTGs on board have 
had serious aeddents - one was 
Apollo 13 -but the RTGs worked 
exactly as designed. 

The phttoamm is in the form of a 
ceramic - plutonium dioxide - 
which makes the RTG extremely 
robust and the chances of a 
significant release of radioactive 
material under extreme conditions, 
such as the failure of the launch 
system or accidental re-entry of the 
vehicle into the Earth’s 
atmosphere, very much less than 
one in a million, and then both 
and confined to the 
immediate vicinity of such an 
improbable event. 

If Mr Brieriey wants something to 


worry about, perhaps be would like 
to consider what would happen in 
the distinctly more likely event of a 
one-mile wide asteroid hitting the 
Earth, with the probable loss of up 
to one bQlion human lives. He might 
consider how such a catastrophe 
might be prevented without sending 
nuclear material, in the shape of 
nuclear weapons, into space. 

JIM MANGLES 
Wortham, Norfolk 

Sir While America and much of 
the media celebrate 4 July by 
landing a spacecraft on Mars, I 
regard it as yet another nail in the 
coffin of planet Earth. 

Every time rockets, usually 
powered by burning liquid oxygen, 
are sent into space, they not only 
produce vast amounts of carbon 
dioxide, to add to the greenhouse 
effect that produces global 
warming, but they burn holes in the 
protective layers of our outer 
atmosphere that shields ns from 
skin cancels and helps to stabilise 
our climate. 

Dr R HIGH 

1 Hetydon Bridge, Northumberland 

’ 

Sir. Referring to the Challenger 
disaster, Atm Treneman writes, 

“Six men and one woman died on 
their way into space, but the joke 
was only on the one.” (Space, 
women's final frontier”. 4 July) 

There were two women ana five 
men on the Oxallenger, or 
doesn’t Judith A Resnick count, 
because she was a professional 
astronaut? 

BAULBRETTLE 

Birmingham 


Parenthood is 
good value 

Sin Your feature about the cost of 
child-rearing (“Got a spare 
£100,000?”, 3 July) showed a 
depressing ability to count the cost 
of everything while understanding 
the value of nothing. For example, 
you entirely ignored the thriving 
business in second-hand 
equipment and clothes which 
dramatically helps many parents all 
over the country. 

Of course being a parent is 
expensive. But please question the 
myth that good parents need to 
spend, spend, spend. The 
important demand on parents isn't 
money, but their time. That’s the 
real impact on lifestyle. And the 
dividends are excellent 

Fbrhaps there should be a health 
warning to articles like yours: 
Children may affect your wealth - 
and having less money can 
seriously enricb your life. 

ANDREW PARKINSON 
Chudleigh, Devon 


Hong Kong saved 
for the Empire 

Sin A full account of the events in 
Stanley Internment Camp which 
led to the restoration of British 
sovereignty over Hong Kong at the 
end of the Pacific War remains to 
be written, but the Rev F R 
Dowson’s letter (2 July) is not in 
accordance with the best existing 
sources. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056; 
e-mail letters@independenLco.uk. E-mail correspondenis are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be 
edited far length and clarity, fife regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


First, there was never a real 
possibility of "some other power" 
handing Hong Kong over to China, 
but of China itself taking back 
sovereignty in 1945, a plan which 
bad some American support. 
Second, it was not Sandbacfa who 
was instrumental in restoring 
British administration - his 
position on the camp committee 
had no postwar significance - but 
Mr Dowson's unnamed “Colonial 
Secretary” Franklin Gimson, the 
official leader of the Stanley 
internees and the chief negotiator 
with the Japanese. 

No doubt Gimson 's mistrust of 
the camp committee was 
unjustified, and it is possible that 
Sandbach played a greater role 
than is currently acknowledged, but 
Mr Dowson’s account must not be 
allowed to stand unchallenged. For 
good or ill, much of Gimson’s 
polity in Stanley revolved around 
his desire to sec Hong Kong return 
to British rule at the end of the war. 
Can anyone who was in Hong Kong 
in August 1945 shed any more light 
on these events'? 

Dr BRIAN EDGAR 
Exeter 

Sir: Browsing through your 
“Budget special" of 3 July, I was 
struck by the fact that none of your 
“specimen” people, chosen for the ; 
moment's fame of representing the 
public, actually earn their living by 
making anything. Haw could this 
be? 

Aclue came to light elsewhere in 
the paper in a brief but biting piece 
on the exploitation of garment 
workers in Burma. Have we really 
seen the sun set on the British 
Empire? 

JON BENNETT 
Bordeaux. 

France 


Hopes for a TV 
election debate 

Sir: Adam Boulton was not a party 
to any of the negotiations between 
the BBC, ITN, ITV and the 
political parties over the proposed 
leaders’ election debates. His 
attack on us, arguing that we 
betrayed our public service remit 
and “must not be allowed to mess 
it up again” (Letters 3 July) is self- 
serving nonsense. Tbny Hail in his 
article for The Independent (“The 
televised debate that never was”, 2 
July) and I in my recent speech to 
the European Media Forum have 
made dear how dose the 
negotiations came to success, and 
why they failed - the parties were 
not prepared to make the marginal 
concessions which would have 
resulted in the debates taking 
place, and once the campaign 
started in earnest the politidans 
and broadcasters ran out of time 
to resolve the outstanding 
problems. 

We all need to think hard and 
long about the lessons of that 
experience and how to ensure rbaL 
in the next general election British 
voters, like their counterparts in 
most other democracies, can see 
the leaders of the main parties 
debate the major issues on 
television. One of the questions 
which should be careiully examined 
is whether a non-partisan body, 
such as the independent 
commission suggested by Stephen 
Coleman and Julie Hall (Letters, 5 
July), could have a role in that 
process, which next time should 
start a good deal earlier than the 
eve of the election campaign. 

For Adam Boulton to try to turn 
this complex and important 
question into a thinly disguised 
plug for SLy News is unworthy of 
him. 

RICHARD TAIT 

Editor-m-Chief 

ITN 

London WC1 


A library of 
quoted styles 

Sin In calling the British Library 
“the Sidney Opera House of 
libraries" (“Opening chapter”, 4 
July). Nonie Niesewand is 
misinformed. Architecturally, the 
two buildings share nothing of 
value. 

Jom Utzon's masterpiece was 
original from its core, as his sparse 
competition sketches made clear in 
1957. Like Hans Scfaaroun's 
Philharmonia and Alvar Aalto's 
Finlandia Hall, it stands as one of 
few major monuments of the 
freeihintring wing of Modernism. 

Conversely, Colin St John 
Wilson openly slates: “This is 
where I say my thanks”, to those he 
conducts round his library. And he 
is correct, for almost every detail 
has been quoted from modern 
masters be admires, making the 
whole just a revivalist's fruit salad, 
the fruits being canned. 

Whereas Utzon is a true 
Modernist, Wilson has merely 
followed Post-modernism, “that 
great blade bole into which 
Modernism fell”. 

PATRICK HODGKIN SON 
Bath 


Green dome? 

Sin WHJ the designers of the 
Millennium Experience have the 
courage, I wonder, to plan a layout 
that will mdude no parking space 
at all for private cars ? I fervently 
hope so. 

GEOFFREY BRACE 
Exeter 
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White Paper 
was the first 
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Blair’s election 
promise to 
raise school 
standards. 
Judith Judd 
looks at the 
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task feeing 
Education 
Secretary 
David Blunkett 
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Will Labour’s plans pass the test? 


A fter the rhetoric comes the action. 

Tony Blairs big idea, “education, 
education and education'*, yesterday 
started its journey towards realisa- 
tion with the publication of a White 
Paper. The weekend hype is familiar. There will 
be zero tolerance of failure. There will he the 
biggest assault on low school standards since the 
Second World War. There will be reforms that 
close the educational gap between pupils in 
Britain and our overseas competitors. There will 
be targets and development plans for pretty well 


posher comprehensives, the bottom 40 percent 
were increasingly marooned in schools that were 
unpopular with both parents and teachers. 
League tables, which credited schools with the 
highest proportion of A-C grades, provided an 
incentive for teachers to neglect those expected 
to get only Es and Fs. 

Even worse, the Conservatives became 
increasingly distracted by the politics of school 
organisation. The Major government was inter- 


eveiyone and everything. 
With the possible excer 


ested in persuading more schools to opt out, in 
boosting assisted places in private schools and, 
in its (tying days, in bringing back grammar 
schools. Literacy and numeracy took a back seat. 

The most important single feature of the 
White Paper is that it tries to end the national 
obsession with schools’ pecking order and to 
focus attention where it matters: on the teacher 
in the classroom. Super-teachers will be 
rewarded for staying in the classroom, bad 
teachers will go more speedily than in the past, 
and all will be judged on whether they are meet- 
ing targets. The most deprived areas will become 
education action zones, with extra money to hire 
good teachers. The previous government was 
already preparing a national curriculum for 
teacher training which prescribed teaching 
methods. This one is taking it over and going fur- 
ther schools will have to timetable a “literacy” 
and, probably, a “numeracy" hour each day. 

All that makes sense. So, in many ways, does 
the interventionist style of government described 
in the proposals. Ministers want to get a tinner 


With the possible exception of the new edu- 
cational buzz-word, “targets” we have heard it 


all before: repeatedly from the previous gov- 
ernment. the Thatcher government and. perhaps 
most significantty. from Mr Blairs Labour pre- 
decessor Jim Callaghan who, more than two 
decades ago. started a Great Debate on educa- 
tional standards. Mr Callaghan’s crusade 
foundered in the face of opposition from a cosily 
entrenched educational establishment. 

The Conservatives did make a start The intro- 
duction of a national curriculum and testing were 
steps along the road to school improvement 
Regular inspection concentrated minds, but 
much of the rest of the package worked against 
improving schools. Teachers, who were the key 
to better standards, felt ill-used and denigrated. 
The decision to unleash market forces in edu- 
cation polarised schools: while the middle 
classes manoeuvred their children into the 
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grip on the way schools spend money. There will 
he earmarked grants to reduce class sizes, to 
boost nursery education and to improve literacy 
and numeracy. The bulk of schools’ money will 
still go into a general local authority pot. but the 
newarrangemenis must be an improvement on 
the days when councils siphoned off money des- 
tined for schools to build muIti-rniWon-pound 
civic buildings. 

There will be tighter control, too, of how local 
authorities run schools. The Secretary of State 
for Education will lake away powers from those 
that have consistently failed to raise standards, 
and will close failing schools himself if author- 
ities fail to acL He will refuse money to coun- 
cils that do not provide appropriate development 
plans or strict enough targets. 

Ministers are in a hurry. They are grabbing 
new powers so that, unlike their predecessors, 
they will not be thwarted bv ineffective local 
authorities. But the centralisation of power has 
its dangers. How many officials will be needed 
to scrutinise targets and development plans for 
school improvement, early years education and 
class-size reduction? Will the entire Department 
for Education drown in a morass of paperwork? 

Most important, will Blunkett-approved 
teaching methods prove to be an effective way 
of raising standards? There are strong arguments 
for telling teachers about methods that work, but 
there is a fine line between giving them the tools 
they need and stifling their creativity. Impose too 
much detail, and you end up with bored teach- 
ers teaching even more bored children. 

And compulsion, management gurus would 
argue, is not necessarily the best way to deliver 
home/school contracts or targets. 

Even with his new powers, it is not clear what 
sanctions Mr Blunkett will be able to employ 
against schools or authorities that fail to meet 
their targets. At a seminar of educationists before 
the election, Mr Blair asked officials from 
Birmingham, which has pioneered target-setting: 
“And what happens if schools do not meet their 
targets?” Professor Tfrn Brighouse, chief edu- 
cation officer, had a swift repty: “Sack the chief 
education officer.” It is not, Mr Blair knows, as 
simple as that. Like ail legislation, the educa- 
tion Bill that follows the White Paper will deal 
with those schools and authorities that are fail- 
ing badly rather than with the much greater 
number in the middle which could do better. 


Other important questions remain unan- 
swered. The emphasis on standards is welcome 
but the brief references to school organisation 
are inadequate: consultation papers on opting 
out and school admissions are promised. The 
previous government's market-forces philosophy 
created, according to the Audit Commission, 
“gridlock” in school admissions. Parents were 
unable to get their children into the schools of 
their choice because the many different types of 
schools have unco-ordmated admissions policies. 
As Mr Blair’s sons head for the London Oratory 
(opted-out) and Harriet Hannan's goes to 
St Olave's (grammar), it is politically tempting 
for the Government to play down opted-out 
schools, which control their own admissions. But 
the need for a planned admissions system is 
pressing. As any parent of a child at a sink school 
will tell you, structures matter. 

Mr Blair has made education his priority. He 
wOl expect to be judged by his success m raising 
standards. Yet the Government’s difficulty is that 
legislation, however interventionist, is not 
enough. What is needed is a change of culture. 
Schools, as Mr Blunkett has said, must have 
higher expectations of pupils and develop a “can- 
do” mentality. No school should be able to make 
its pupils' background an excuse for failure. 

Mr Blunkett’s leadership and his relationship 
with teachers will play a vital part in the change. 
His predecessors have usually come and gone 
with a dismissive glance over their shoulder on 
the way to a more interesting job - seven of them 
in iS years of Conservative rule. Kenneth Baker, 
who moved to education from the Department 
for the Environment, said that it was “like mov- 
ing from the manager's job at Arsenal to Charl- 
ton. You crossed the river and moved down two 
divisions." Mr Blunkett has made it clear that 
his outlook is different. 

He has also shown that he has a different atti- 
tude to teachers. Previous attempts to reform 
education have failed either because the rela- 
tionship between ministers and teachers was too 
cosy or because, in the case of the previous gov- 
ernment, it was too hostile. Mr Blair and 
Mr Blunkett have adopted a new tack: they want 
to value teachers and challenge them at the same 
time. Their watchwords are “pressure” and 


A minister in a 
class of his own 


‘f spin doctors had wanted to design the ideal Labour secre- 
tary of state for education, they might have come up with somc- 


one very like David Blunkett, a man Whose own life shows that 
hiscomtutinent to high standards for all is genuine and heartfelt. 

He has never been aWe to see, and went to a special school 
for the blind in Sheffield at the age of four. He came back to his 
family’s home on a council estate onty once a month. When he ' 
was 12, his father died in an accident at work and his moLher had 
to make ends meet while she battled for compensation from the 
gas board. Only people who have never been poor, he says, have ' 
romantic notions about poverty. 


He left boarding school in Shrewsbury at 16 without any 
O-levels after the headmaster told him he didn’t believe in 


‘support”. That balancing act, not target-setting 
jr development plans, may hold the key to the 


or development plans, may hold the key to the 
success of the education revolution. 


exams. But he went to night-school and day-release classes - in 
O-Ievel physics he was allowed io describe experiments rather 
than draw them. Eventually, the man who had been assessed at 
12 as having an IQ of 104 won a place at Sheffield University to 
read politics and modem history before becoming a teacher at 
a nearby technical college. 

And unlike some of his cabinet colleagues, he has made uncon- 
iroversial school chokes for his children. His three sons were sent 
to the struggling local Sheffield comprehensive. Mr Blunkett mar- 
ried at the age of 23 but divorced in 1988; at weekends he returns 
to Sheffield to spend time with his sons. 

Though he once considered becoming a Methodist minister, 
be was always fascinated by politics. While still a student he 
became the youngest member of Sheffield City Council, where 
he was thought to be on the left of the party- In 1987 he became 
MP for Sheffield, Brightside, and. five years later, made it into 
John Smith’s Shadow Cabinet as health spokesman. 

His loyalty to Tony Blair has remained unshaken despite the 
difficulties created by the Blairs’ decision to send their children 
to an opted-out school. Soon after Mr Blunkett became his party’s 
education spokesman in opposition, he was slapped down by the 
leadership for suggesting that VAT might be put on private school 
fees. No one had told him that the policy had been ruled out. He 
immediately fell into line and his place in the inner circle of senior 
ministers is now assured. 

On education, his views are pragmatic. He says that he backs 
teaching methods that work whether they are considered to be 
right- or left-wing: solid mental arithmetic, discipline and home- 
work. Children, he believes, should be grouped by ability. 

If any education secretary can inspire the teaching profession 
to join him in the pursuit of high achievement, it is David 
Blunkett. 
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Northern Ireland, the next handover 


I asked a rhetorical 
question last week. I 
asked why the handover 
of Hong Kong had 
dominated the news, when it 
wasn’t actually that 
interesting, except as an odd 


has been blown magically 
from our screens as 


effortlessly as the morning 
mist is blown away by a sea 
breeze, or the English 


postscript to our imperial 
days, which were over long 
ago. The man who said that 
Britain had lost an empire 
and not yet found a role said 
it nearly 40 years ago, and 
judging from our nostalgic 
gamblings in Hong Kong, it 
is still true. But it was hard 
to find any intrinsic interest 
in the Hong Kong handover 
except as a parade, or as a 
dusty piece of symbolism, 
and people were so 
desperately short of real 
news that they were driven 
to speculate on why 
Geoffrey Howe had RSVp’d 
a Chinese invitation and why 
John Major had stayed 
behind for Denis Comptons 
memorial service. 

iThe answer to this last 
question has been provided 
on a postcard from a reader 
this morning, who says that 
John Major went to 
Compton’s funeral because 
la Thatcher was in Hong 
Kong.) 

Bui now that all the Hong 
Kong news is over, and it 


m 








breeze, or the English 
batting is blown away by 
Shane Warne. I have 
discovered why our news 
media were taken over by 
Hong Kong last week. 

It was to keep Northern 
Ireland out of the headlines. 

On Monday morning, 
yesterday, sure as eggs come 
six to a box. the lead item 
was not about 4,000 men of 
the PLA flooding into Hong 
Kong to crack down on 
democracy (for which there 
was no need, anyway, as the 
British had already spent 
100 years cracking down on 
democracy in Hong Kong) 
but about violence in the' 
province in the wake of the 
marching season, yawn, 
Mcree, yawn. Apprentice 
Boys, yawn, Orange, 
nationalist, knit one. purl 
one ... 

Please don't 

misunderstand me. I think 
these old traditions are 
wonderful. I think it is 
charming that Protestants 
should want to dress up like 
undertakers and inarch 
along to primitive 
kindergarten music, with all 



Miles 

Kington 


the natural grace of traffic 
wardens at a regimental 
reunion. I don't think 
anyone should stop them, 
although perhaps they’ might 
find somewhere else to do it, 
closer to their own homes. I 
just don’t think that anyone 
should treat it as headline 
news, or that we should have 
to know about it. 

Nor do I think this is a 
very daring idea, or one 
peculiar to me. I think they 
think the same in the 
Republic of Ireland. The last 
thing in the world that the 
Republic wants is to have 
Northern Ireland back. The 
reason that the British PM 


and the Irish PM can never 
agree on anything is that the 
Trish PM does not want 
Northern Ireland back (but 
cannot say so) and the 
British PM is desperate to 
get rid of it (but has to 
pretend that he wants it). 
Northern Ireland is like the 
useless child in the 
playground that neither side 
wants to pick for its team. 
What makes it worse is that 
the unwanted child is 
turning into a dangerous 
petty criminal. 

Of course I can’t prove 
that the Republic thinks this 
way, but I was impressed by 
a Channel 4 St Patrick’s Day 
broadcast I saw this year, on 
which a Dublin comedian 
was expressing his views on 
the marching season. 

“It's very strange, this." 
he said, “a country whore 
people have a marching 
season the way other people 
have hunting seasons or 
football seasons. I mean, 
how do they know when the 
marching season begins? Do 
they all start to get little up- 
and-down motions in their 
legs, little jerks of the knees, 
and they say, ‘Ah hai Time 
for marching!’ And why 
haven’t the Catholics 
devised better means of 


neutralising marches 
through their areas? It’s no 
use throwing stones. It 
would be much better if the 
Catholics actually joined in! 
Yes, marched along with the 
Unionists! Brought their 
own bands as well, playing at 
slightly different tempos! 
That would sort it all out, 1 
think ...” 

Nice to know that 
Northern Ireland is seen as 
a bed of lunacy south of the 
border as well. 

Still, I do have a solution 
to the problem, ft came Jo 
me when 1 was talking to an 
old Hong Kong hand last 
week. He said: “What 
nobody has mentioned in all 
this is that although the 
Chinese don’t like the 
British much, they can’t 
stand the Cantonese cither - 
and what we are doing in 
returning Hong Kong is 
giving them several million 
Cantonese back. Bud news 
for China." 

What is my solution? To 
give Northern Ireland to 
China, perhaps as a present 
for the millennium. If 
nothing else, the men of 
the PLA should be able to 
restore law and order. I 
hope to expand on this at 
some future date. 


j!i(i * lU 

'tilt 1 IH 













THE INDEPEN DENT - TUESDA Y R -rmy 1997 


17 




rw 4ft ' 

Blun^ ** 

Prirnary 
School m ^ 

lonaon 

vctimfe) 


in a 
is own 


* 


the commentators 


)\W 


Punishment, fear 
and humiliation - 
the bully’s way 


I n all respects but one, the 
dispute between British Air- 
ways and the Transport and 
General Workers’ Union, which 
represents cabin crew, is a typi- 
cally tough fight between a large 
and aggressive company and a 
large and aggressive union. It is 
a heavyweight contest bnt only 
in this respect does it resemble 
the miners' strike and the battle 
of Wapping between Rupert 
Murdoch and the printing 
unions in the Eighties. 

Thus British Airways has 
prepared for the possibility of 
a strike, now due to begin 
tomorrow morning, by showing 
managers how to do workers* 
jobs, by lining up temporary 
staff' and, it is believed, by 
training new cabin crew. Fan- 
enough. Likewise the union 
has called three-day strikes, 
having balloted its members, 
and has made even? effort to 
persuade unions- at foreign air- 
ports to black British Airways 
flights during the dispute. 

Again, fair enough. 

Mot all the tactics of British 
Airways about which Bill 
Morris, the general secretary of 
the TGWU, complains, . are 
obnoxious. The company has 
indeed attempted tb impose a 
settlement on the cabin crew, 
but it has done so after five 
months of inconclusive negoti- 
ation, and after a smallerunion 
representing cabin crew 
accepted the terms. To impose 
a deal is never an attractive 
option, but airy management is 
entitled to try. Mr Morris also 
complains about British Air- 
ways' decision to close the 
union's offices on the com- 
pany’s premises. It was a bit of • 
a spiteful thing to do, but that 
is what happens in tense 
situations. 

It is likewise said that the covert aim of 
British Airways' chief executive, Robert Ayfing, 
is to break the power of the Tbansport and Gen- 
eral Workers' Union within the company by 
holding firm despite strike action, and by this 
means showing employees that neither their 
sacrifice of so many days' pay, nor the vaunted 
strength of their union, has brought them any 
reward. If this is Mr Ayling’s objective, it is a 
bold strategy. But in turn trades unions try to 
break managements by taking steps to show 
that they are rcaUy the masters. In the old Fleet 
Street, newspaper managements were in thrall 
to the printing unions. So eachside.may try to 
break the other, though victories are hardly 
ever permanent and the havoc caused is con- 
siderable. I do not object to this /wrap. 

In one respect, however, British Airways has 
done a terrible thing, and I am astonished that 
the non-executive directors should have sup- 
ported the action, as I must assume they did. 
This is what cabin crew have been told will hap- 
pen to them if they go on strike: 

• they could he sued lor damages as a result 
of the losses incurred by the company; 

• they could be dismissed for breaching then- 
con tract; 

• they will have removed any options for 
early retirement or severance available under 
various re-structuring schemes; 

• they will not be eligible for promotion until 
March "2000; 

• they will lose all their staff travel until 
March 2000. 

I say it is a terrible action because it is 
designed to frighten ordinary people. British 
Airways’ list of sanctions means that any stew- 
ards or stewardesses going on strike must 
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contemplate being financially 
ruined by lawsuits and perhaps 
losing their homes as a result. 
This is the first time, to ary 
knowledge, that such a threat 
has ever been made. Or perhaps 
striking cabin crew wifl merely 
lose their jobs. And if the com- 
pany in its mercy decides not to 
visit these punishments upon 
them, then they know for certain 

that after the strike they will be 
on a blacklist for three years. 

By introducing the notion of 
punishment for striking, British 
Airways demonstrates that it 
does not folly accept the right of 
people to belong to a trades 
union, a right which is expressly 
protected in British law and 
also secured by Article 11 of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights. 

The essence of union mem- 
bership is that a group of work- 
ers may withdraw their labour if 
they so- choose. Moreover, 
where unions give up their right 
to strike, as they may do in 
essential services, employees 
are compensated through spe- 
cial wage agreements. But mis 
is not what British Airways is 
proposing. I mentioned the non? 
executive directors, because 
they are supposed to point out 
to hard-driving executives the 
full consequences of their 
actions. I think the company is 
engaging in an almost immoral 
procedure. It is, anyway, a 
spedes of bullying. 

Even on a practical level, 
British Airways’ punishment 
drill is likely toprove a mistake. 
When people are threatened 
they react with intransigence, 
sometimes with anger, often 
irrationally. If the stoppages do 
begin tomorrow, then simply 
because of the company's tactics 
they may be carried on for much 
longer than would otherwise be the case. Hav- 
ing been personally threatened, strikers may 
w£h to hurt the company, even in contradiction 
of their own self-interest. 

Moreover, after a settlement, on whatever 
terms, staff would return to their tasks m a fear- 
ful mood, frightened of their managers. Hie 
bullies might promise not to issue any more 
threats, but nobody would be much reassured. 
Indeed, depending on the outcome, staff 
might come, back feeling humiliated- These 
consequences would arise only because pun- 
ishment and fear bad been introduced into the 
company’s way of conducting its relationship 
with its employees. 

Equally, people would come back divided 
into two groups: those who bad worked through 
the dispute, and those on the blacklist. There 
is always tension in such circumstances. But 
consider how such hostility would be exacer- 
bated as the co-operative workers obtained the 
perks and promotion that were denied to those 
who bad been on strike. So, as well as a fear- 
ful staff, British Airways would find that it had 
divided teams. And these employees work not 
behind the scenes, far away, but in the aircraft, 
tending to the passengers. 

For all these reasons! hope the company will 
withdraw the punishments it has announced far 
striking staff. In many ways British Airways is 
a wonderful airline. On Friday my newly- 
married younger son and his wife returned to 
Tbkyo on British Airways. Their luggage was 
well overweight. When they explained that the 
excess was caused by wedding presents, all 
charges were waived. How nice. Thus, my 
advice to the British Airways board is: don't 
bully, stay friendly. 


How Ulster marched 
into a new crisis 


jo where do we go 
I from here? Mo 
.Mowlam, made no 
speaking on 

. "the steps of Stormont 

Castle yesterday, to disguise 
the extent to which the Orange- 
men's march through Garvaghy 
Road, ftntadowa, on Sunday, 
had been a setback to her hopes 
of making political progress in 
Northern Ireland. 

After 36 hours of widespread 
reactive violence in nationalist 
areas it still is not possible to 
forecast, and may not be at least 
until the scheduled 12 July 
Orange parades in Derry and 
Belfast this Saturday, the level 
of conflict on the streets over 
the next few weeks. But Dr 
Mowlam has every reason to be 
as disappointed as she said she 
was yesterday that no deal was 
reached to prevent the Portad- 
own parade from going ahead. 
- wr the benefits of the inarch 

those* that ministers mid offi- 
cials had spelt out with such 
conviction to the Portadown 
Orangemen and any of their 
allies who would listen during 
the days before 6 July. The 
Orangemen were warned, for 
example, that by insisting on 
the march they would be walk- 
ing into “an IRA trap"; that if 
the march took place it would 
harden support for Sinn Fein, 
as it clearly has done, and that 
for the march to go ahead was 
therefore precisely what the 
provisionals wanted. They were 
warned starkly - and by a range 
of figures which included one 
or two senior Conservative 
politicians - that insistence on 
the march might endanger not 
only peace, but also, if the 
province slid into anarchy, pos- 
sibly in the longer term the very 
preservation of the Union they 
profess as their most cherished 
objective. In addition, it was 
pointed out to the Orange- 
men that It would significant^ 
improve their own standing to 
waive their right to march; by 
being seen as magnanimous 
they would have acquired a 
new store of political capital to 
invest in the future. Con- 
versely, if they went ahead, 
they would be seen not to be 
standing loyally by the UK 
government when such loyalty 
was supposed to be their raison 
d'etre. Finally, at Friday night's 
meeting at Lurgan, she even 
promised the Orangemen that 
they could have their parade at 
a date later in the year. And 
agreed to pul that in writing. 

Thanks to the document 
unearthed by David McKit- 
trick. it is now dear that the 
Government recognised as 
early as 20 June that there was 
little hope of a deal; but 
whether to be able to say she 
had tried everything, or because 
she still had flickering hopes, or 
both, she did not give up. 

She was given conspicuously 
little help from leaders of the 
two main Unionist Parties. 
David Trimble, whose high- 
profile support for the Drunt- 
cree march in 1995 may have 


by Donald Macintyre 



The writir£ on the wafl m the Falls Road, Belfast, yesterday 


Dr Mowlam has every reason to be 
disappointed that no deal was reached to 
prevent the Portadown parade going ahead 


helped to secure him the lead- 
ership of the Ulster Unionist 
Party, insisted on Friday that 
the march should go ahead. But 
there were other voices urging 
moderation on the Portadown 
men - most strikingly a bravely 
unequivocal leading article on 
Saturday in the pro-Unionist 
Newsletter , which urged the 
Orangemen to waive their right 
to march. Surely Dr Mowlam 
could have cited these allies, 
banning the march and making 
simultaneously public all the 
efforts she had made to per- 
suade the Orangemen to do 
voluntarily with honour what 
she now felt bound to oblige 
them to do by force of Law? 

That sounds quite persua- 
sive; though it's now dear that 
allowing the march with condi- 
tions was thought to be a likely 
option on 20 June. But Govern- 
ment sources remain adamant 
that the final decision for the 
march to go ahead was Chief 
Constable Ronnie Flanagan's 
alone, and that it is a complete 
misunderstanding to think that 
there was some form of “nego- 
tiation" between him and Dr 
Mowlam. Suggestions that Mr 
Flanagan wanted a ban and Dr 
Mowlam didn't are utterly dis- 
missed; on the contrary, while 
there appears to have been no 


disagreement between the two, 
any difference of emphasis is 
likely to have been the other 
around. The sources argue also 
that the risk assessments of the 
security forces had to take 
account of daily changing 
circumstances; but when it 
came to it, Mr Flanagan’s view 
was that the balance on public 
safety grounds, both because of 
the risk of sectarian attacks on 
Catholics by loyalist paramili- 
taries and because of a stand- 
off at Dnimcree like the one 
that built up last year, was in 
favour of the march going 
ahead. While the two main 
paramilitary loyalist groups are 
- in notable contrast to Sinn 
Fein - maintaining their cease- 
fire, a breakaway group, the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force, pre- 
sent in Portadown, is not. fa any 
case, the threat of a stand-off at 
Dnimcree - and possibly atten- 
dant loyalist violence across 
northern Ireland - appears to 
have impressed ministers. 

In theory. Dr Mowlam could 
have taken the very bold step of 
deciding under Section Five of 
the Public Order Act to over- 
rule the advice of the security 
force chiefs and ban the march 
on grounds that were, effec- 
tively. political. But there would 
have been grave risks for a 


government in doing that; per- 
haps particularly grave for a 
Labour government. Dr 
Mowlam and Tbny Blair, who 
was in fairly constant touch 
with his Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary over the past few days, 
would have been going against 
the security advice given at the 
highest level. Suppose subse- 
quently there had been RUC 
men killed, or at least that 
reprisals had been taken 
against them by loyalists in the 
communities they come from 
and there had been a subse- 
quent collapse in RUC morale. 
It would nave made a vital 
relationship, that between Dr 
Mowlam and Mr Flanagan, 
extremely difficult to sustain. 

The immediate conseq- 
uences nevertheless were look- 
ing bleak last night. It is hard 
to overestimate the uphill strug- 
gle Dr Mowlam will have in 
reconnecting with ordinary 
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nationalist opinion. It's no 
doubt easy to dismiss those 
who shouted out “no ceasefire" 
as the march passed, or threw 
stones at the departing troops 
after the parade was over, as 
naive young men easily manip- 
ulated by active republicans. 
When Martin McGuinness and 
Gerry Adams call for street 
protests they know exactly what 
the coosequettces will be. But 
on the Garvaghy road on Sun- 
day it was also possible to speak 
to respectable working-class 
women of late middle age who 
would no more think of throw- 
ing a stone or beating a dustbin 
lid or shouting obscenities than 
of going to Mars - and who 
were almost rigid with disap- 
pointment, frustration and 
anger as the march went 
through. 

With her typical energy. Dr 
Mowlam threw herself yester- 
day into a fresh round of meet- 
ings designed to avert a fresh 
crisis at the weekend. It seems 
almost inconceivable that hav- 
ing been allowed to march at 
Portadown through Garvaghy 
road, the Orangemen will be 
allowed down the Ormeau road 
in Belfast on Saturday. Bui she 
is going to have her work cut 
out for many months after that. 


Give us this day our news on the hour 


A ccused of pandering to 
the baser appetites for 
sex and violence. British 
i press and television adopt the 
demeanour of the mischievous 
child: half apologetic, half 
glorying in their own audacity. 
And' this vciy response illus- 
trates the deeper problems of 
the media in our culture. 

The problem is twofold. 
First, press and television have 
taught us the permanent enjoy- 
ment of a pleasure our ances- 
tors knew hardly at all: the 
thrill of learning of new events, 
or developments in old ones. 
Second, our minds become 
scattered and sclerotic as we 
learn to understand our lives in 
ever-changing fragments of 
M news and opinion, two or three 
” columns long. 

It was something of a grue- 
some breakthrough in «P" 
Ititinn when Ted Turner dis- 
covered that there was an 
audience for news 24 bows a 
dav. The punters would put up 
with almost endless repetition 
so lung as some little sliver ot 
novelty - a new fact, an opin- 
ion slant - could keep the over 
of information ever new ana 

refreshed. . . .. , 

The real pomt is that tin. 
media constitute a form of sec- 



ular worship which has pushed 
aside the old 


1 God. Journalists 

ilMUtr \ , 

are the servitors of wh at wt 
most passionately worship- 
namely, chance. The point can 
be easily mow by pointing out 
that religion in newspapers, u 


The media 
constitute a 
form of secular 
worship that 
has pushed 
aside God ... 
and reporters 
are the priests 
of this cult of 
the ephemeral, 
says Kenneth 
Minogue 


it exists at all, is brn one depart- 
ment among many others such 
as international news, travel, 
fashion and much else. Now the 
whole point of any religion is 
that it is a way of understand- 
ing the whole of life. It cannot 
just be a department 

Newspapers and television 
departmentalise everything, 
and that means that they are 
themselves the whole of life to 
which we respond. 

They provide us with a 
stream of understandings of 
absolutely everything we get up 
to. This leads us to the con- 
clusion that the media are 
themselves a form of religion. 
They reflect and amplify our 
most basic impulses and 
beliefs. 

The difficulty in under- 
standing this point results from 
the feet that the attack on 
Christianity in the last couple of 
centuries (by the Enlighten- 
ment, by Marx and other social- 
ists, by poativisr scientists) has 
named its target not as Chrfet- 
iflniry but as “religion" in gen- 
eral. Religion was attacked as 
bigotry and superstition, and 
intellectuals particularly often 
acquired a visceral hatred of it. 
They identify religion with the 
special characteristics of Chris- 
tianity — belief in God, tran- 
scendence, miracles and so on. 
They contrasted religion with 
reason. To be explicitly religious 
in the modern West, certainly 
•in Britain, is commonly to cut 
against popular qpiniott- 


. But this is not the end of the 
matter. Religions can be of 
many different kinds. In an 
important sense, all human 
beings have a religion - some 
overarching set of beliefs that 
explains why their daily doings 
have meaning for them. In our 
secular Western countries, 
then, we seem to have the 
remarkable - in one sense, 
impossible - phenomenon of 
large numbers of people with- 
out any religion at alL 

It was, I think, the German 
philosopher Hegel who 
remarked, two centuries ago, 
that reading the newspapers 
had replaced the practice of 
daily prayers. Ffcayer is intended 
as a continuing relationship 
with God. The interesting ques- 
tion is what the newspapers 
connect us with. And the 
answer, I think, is that they con- 
nect us with the world, with 
fragments of science and his- 
tory in a popularised form, and 
aboreaH the community we lire 
in -the thing called “society”. 

According to Marx, that was 
baricaSy all there was. Man was 
essentially a social creature. All 
the main Western religions 
(Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
in their many varieties) have 
been concerned with the 
ambiguous position of death, 
one of those universal feds that 
almost infallibly provokes a 
religious response. For Mark, 
death was simply a biological 
accident. What this means is 
that be conceived of human 


beings as organisms “plugged 
into" (as it were) the cultural 
and technological thing called 
“society", whicb continued 
over time with a changing cast 
of individuals. Human beings 
are bom, and will die, but soci- 
ety is the one (more or Jess) 
immortal thing they are con- 
nected with. 

The modern versions of sec- 
ularism haven't quite followed 
Mane all the way. They are too 
much concerned with valuing 
happiness in the here and now 
for that. Happiness is their cen- 
tral concern, but since the con- 
ditions of happiness are infi- 
nitely variable, it translates into 
rights, needs, experiences and 
all the rest of what we demand 
from time to time. 

The veiy term “society" - the 
medium within which we live 
according to current secular 
belief - functions in many ways 
just tike that of “God" in Chris- 
tianity. Margaret Thatcher 
dipped unwittingly into the sec- 
ular version of atheistic blas- 
phemy in remarking (talking 
about something quite differ- 
ent) that “there is no such 
thing as society". Tb doubt the 
reality of society is. according to 
this piety, to condemn us to 
greed and the solipsism of 
being merely isolated frag- 
ments robbing against each 
other. “Only connect" said EM 
Forster. Society is what 
connects. 

And the media are how we 
connect Each day our minds 


are focused on the social 
ephemera which constitute our 
world, our society. Reporters 
are the priests of this cult, sus- 
taining our communion with 
each other by telling us about 
the doings of others. Its theo- 
logians are the columnists who 
propose, oppose and then syn- 
thesise opinions on the basis of 
creative perversity, so that in 
one sense, every logically pos- 
sible opinion gets tossed into 
the froth and contributes its 
momentary coloration to the 
spirit of the time. 

Traditional religions, and 
some Continental philo- 
sophers. affirm that human 
existence is remarkably myster- 
ious- They find ways of stand- 
ing back from the flow of daily 
ephemera to reflect upon what 
the whole looks like. It is this 
possibility of detachment 
before the wonder of the world 
which is diminished by our lust 
for news. Everything (including 
my own argument) is under- 
stood in terms of two- or three- 
column blocks of argument 
and information. It is all hard, 
dear, fully explained, and gives 
us a tittle (tick, but we know 
that tomorrow will bring new 
preoccupations and new 
arguments. 

The author's study on the cor- 
rupting effects of the media. The 
Silencing of Society: the hue 
’ ispub- 
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Regan’s senior lawyer quits to reduce ‘embarrassment 


Nigel Cope 

Ci ty Correspondent 

The Co-op affair claimed another 
victim yesterday when one of the se- 
nior lawvers who advised Andrew 
Regan on his audacious £J.2bn 
break-up bid resigned from his 
firm. 

Travers Smith Braithwaite, the 
City legal firm, said Nigel Campion- 
Smith would leave at the end of the 
month to reduce the “embarrass- 
ment" the affair had caused it Mr 


Campion-Smith. 42, was the key 
partner who advised Galileo, the 
Lanica Trust offshoot that was the 
vehicle for the Co-op’s failed bid. 

Alan Keat, senior partner at 
Travers Smith said: '‘When our 
firm's involvement in the bid was 
criticised. Nigel felt responsible 

for the embarrassment which tbc 
firm suffered and tie made clear his 
wish to do everything possible to re- 
duce that embarrassment. 

“Having deliberated fully, he 
and we feel that the interests of the 


firm would be best served if he were 
to leave the partnership and we 
have therefore, with great regret, 
accepted his resignation." 

The fall-out from the failed bid 
has been severely damaging for Mr 
Regan’s former advisers such as 
Hambros Bank and TVavers Smith. 

Peter Large, the key corporate fi- 
nancier at Hambros who worked on 
the Co-op bid. has already stepped 
down from his executive duties 
pending the Norton Rose inquiry 
into the bank’s role in the a Bair. 


Hambros paid £750,000 to the 
CWS in compensation for its role. 
Travers Smith is thought to have 
paid around £500,000 in compen- 
sation. 

The Norton Rose enquiry is ex- 
pected to be completed soon. How- 
cycr. Aiasdair Douglas, managing 
partner of Travers Smith, declined 
to say if ihe timing of Mr Campion- 
Smith’s departure was due to the 
report’s initial findings. 

Travers Smith would not say if Mr 
Campion-Smith would receive 


compensation for loss of office. A 
Cambridge graduate, he has been 
a partner at the firm since 1982 and 
has been one of its most prominent 
figures. 

The firm also declined to give 
the precise reasons for Mr 
Campion-Smith’s departure, or 
whether other resignations would 
follow. “As far as we arc concerned, 
the matter is dosed," Mr Douglas 
said. 

However, the Regan camp is 
understood to be unhappy about 


matter is nmv iha subject of jNttcy general 
m prosecution Service and to consider the C.aMu' proposal. 

The Co-op affair is the second 


the legal advice it received during 
the bid. , . , 

The matter is now the subject of 
a Crown Prosecution Service and 
Greater Manchester Police inves- 
tigation into alleged criminal 
activilv. 

Mr Campion-Smith was also in- 
volved in the setting uf> of County 
Produce, the Co-operative business 
formed by Mr Regan's team. to act 
as a front for its break-up bid. 

County Produce was set up in No- 
vember 1995 as a corporate mem- 


ber of the CWS. The plan was to 
use it as a way of culling an emer- 


Industrial fall 
halts the pound 
in its tracks 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

News of an unexpected decline 
in manufacturing output sent 
sterling temporarily lower on 
the foreign exchanges yesterday. 
Manufacturers cut production 
hv 1.1 per cent in May, in the 
biggest monthly decline in 
nearly four years'. 

Most economists still expect 
the Bank of England to nudge 
interest rates up by a quarter 
point to 6.75 per cent after its 
Monetary Policy Committee 
meets tomorrow and on Thurs- 
day, but the manufacturing fig- 
ures came as enough of a shock 
to halt the pound in its tracks. 

It lost two pfennigs against 
the mark, falling to DM2.93 
when the figures were released, 
before recovering to DM2.95. 
The tantalising prospect of 10 
French francs to the holiday 
pound remained just out of 
reach, with sterling ending 
nearly unchanged at Fr9.94. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said export levels had held 
up and were not responsible for 
the drop in output. It also re- 
vised up past output levels from 
earlier estimates. 

But some analysis warned 
nevertheless that it could be the 
first hard evidence that the 
strong pound was damaging 
industry. Michael Saunders. 
LIK economist at Salomon 
Brothers, said: ~We 3lreadv 


know from surveys that export 
orders have weakened sharply.’’ 

The steepest fall within man- 
ufacturing in May came in the 
export-dependent engineering 
sector, where production 
dropped 2_3 per cent during the 
month. A survey by the Engi- 
neering Employers' Federation 
today Is expected to confirm a 
big decline in export orders dur- 
ing the latest quarter. 

Production of Textiles and 
clothing fell too, down 0.9 per 
cent during the month. Be- 
yond manufacturing, there was 
also a sharp drop in mining and 
quarrying, but electricity, gas 
and water output surged by 2.9 
per cent. 

Output can be extremely 
volatile month to month, and 
the suspicion that Mays fall was 
a counterpart of a surprise gain 
in April was boosted by the de- 
tail. Output of consumer 
durables dropped 3.5 per cent 
in May after jumping 2.2 per 
cent iri April. Output of other 
consumer goods and “interme- 
diate" products was little 
changed. 

But vesferday’s figures 
showed that in the three months 
to May manufacturing output 
was virtually flat It was a mod- 
est 1.7 per cent higher than the 
same period a year earlier. 

David Mackie, an economist 
at JP Morgan, predicted this 
would not be subdued enough 
to deflect the Bank from rais- 


ing base rates for the third 
raoath running. 

“If you look across the whole 
range of indicators, manufac- 
turing is doing all right. It is not 
booming like services, bur it is 
not teetering on the brink of re- 
cession." he said. 

Recent business surveys have 
indicated that the strength of 
home demand has been enough 
so far to offset weakness in ex- 
port orders. Yesterday's fig- 
ures were therefore out of line 
with other indicators. 

Most City analysts think the 
Bank of England's experts on 
the Monetary Policy Commit- 
tee will be swayed by the past 
month's fresh evidence that 
consumer spending is on the 
boil. The news that nearly a 
quarter of the people receiving 
free shares from the Woolwich 
are selling them immediately, 
cashing in £lbn. will have done 
nothing to reassure the Bank. 

“It remains likely the manu- 
facturing sector wfll be sacrificed 
on the altar of consumer buoy- 
ancy," said John O'Sullivan at 
Nat West Markets. 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko Eu- 
rope said the weakness of man- 
ufacturing would restrain the 
Bank. “Another two urgent 
quarter point rises could be the 
extent of the increase this year," 
he said. 

The level of base rates is ex- 
pected to climb to 7 J5 per cent 
by next spring. 
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Windfalls close to £2,200 as 
Woolwich storms on to market 


Bad spelling uncovers scam 


Tom Stevenson 

Details of an elaborate scheme 
to sleal money from the bank- 
ing svstem emerged yesterday as 
the Serious Fraud Office seemed 
a conviction against the scams 
organisers and "stooge" recipi- 
ents of almost £2m of fraudulent 
money transfers. The scheme, 
which ended after a high-speed 
car chase across Oxfordshire,^ was 
foiled after a simple spelling mis- 
take linked 13 1 forged letters 
around the country. 

Richard Culvertiouse.53.wa$ 
yesterday found guilty of ob- 


taining property by deception in 
the case brought by the SFO and 
the West Midlands Police fraud 
squad. Seven others, who had al- 
lowed their accounts to be used 
to receive falsely authorised 
transfers, pleaded* guilty, as did 
the scam's five organisers. 

Between December 1995 and 
May 1996 they forged letters of 
authority from customers of 
one bank to transfer funds to an 
account at another bank. The 
details were obtained by asking 
the victim companies for their 
bank account information, un- 
der the pretext of setting up a 


payment under the Gearing 
House Automated Payment 
System, and by researching let- 
terheads and directors’ signa- 
tures at Companies House. 

Despite operating in more 
than 20 different police areas to 
try and keep one step ahead of 
the SFO and the police, the let- 
ters of authority were linked by 
the consistent mis-spelling of the 
word "sincerely" when signing 
off the correspondence. 

At the peak of the scheme, 
the perpetrators were seeking 
to obtain more than £im a 
month. 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

Woolwich stormed on to the 
stock market yesrerday. beating 
even the mo'st optimistic ex- 
pectations for its share price as 
it abandoned 150 years of mu- 
tual ownership. Bid speculation 
and the new bank's strong po- 
sition in the buoyant south-east 
housing market gave it a flying 
start as a quoted company. 

The shares, which had been 
expected to open between 500p 
and 530p, started trading at 
373.5p before easing back to 
dose at 334p as some traders at- 
tempted to drive the price low- 
er to ensure cheaper shares in 
a series of auctions this week. 

As with the summer's three 
previous flotations of giant fi- 
nancial institutions, demand 
from big City investors ahead of 
entry into the FTSE 100 index 
is expected to boost the shares 
in the first days of trading. 


Even more than Halifax, Al- 
liance & Leicester and Norwich 
Union. Woolwich received a 
boost from hopes it uill be an 
early victim of an expected 
consolidation in the banking 
sector. Anahsts said yesterday 
the shares were trading well 
above their fair value. 

At yesterday’s close, the 
average windfall for former 
Woolwich building society 
members was worth £2,194. 
The minimum handout of 450 
shares was valued at £1,500 at 
the end of first dealings. 

John Stewart, chief executive, 
admitted the share price was 
higher than expected, and more 
than twice Woolwich's initial 
forecast of between I75p and 
200p. but said the price reflected 
"a very attractive set of busi- 
nesses". With 5 per cent of the 
UK’s mortgage market and a 
strong bias to the affluent 
south-east, where house prices 
have soared in the past year, an- 


alysts believe the new bank 
would be a choice acquisition 
fora larger financial institution. 

Although relatively small in 
sector terms, the price of Wool- 
wich shares in the market yes- 
terday means the bank will stroll 
into the FTSE 100 index with a 
market capitalisation of over 
£5bn. It is likely to be one of the 
50 largest companies in the LHC. 

A sizeable proportion of for- 
mer members have indicated 
they plan to sell their shares im- 
mediately. A series of auctions 
this week will see around 23 per 
cent of the shares transferred to 
institutional investors. 

The crystallisation of more 
than £1 bn of windfalls is certain 
to add to fears that the consumer 
boom, barely touched by last 
week's Budget, is running but of 
control. The Consumers* Asso- 
ciation yesterday added its voice 
to calls for restraint, writing to 
the Treasury Minister, Helen 
LiddelL with a demand fora 12- 


month moratorium on further 
conversions. 

Woolwich members who hang 
on lo their shares can look for- 
ward to the prospect of a sewnd 
handout with Mr Stewart hold- 
ing out the prospect of a distrib- 
ution of excess capital. Wxihvich 
is wcll-capitalised, with more 
than three times the minimum 
amount of Tier 1 capital that 
banks arc required to hold 

If, as exacted. Woolwich 
announces a share buy-hack at 
next spring's annual meeting, 
shareholders could expect to 
share in another £S00m wind- 
fall. The driving force behind 
Woolwich's strong early show- 
ing was the growing expectation 
that the sector is ripe for con- 
solidation. According to Sa- 
lomon Brothers banking analyst 
John Leonard: "We’re looking 
at a situation where the eco- 
nomics of further consolidation 
is pretty compelling." 

Comment, page 19 


The Co-op affair is the second 
lime in 10 years that Travers Smith 
has become embroiled in a City 

scandal. . ^ 

It was the legal adviser to Coun- 
ty Nat West in the Blue Arrow af- 
fair in the 19SIK However, the firm 
and Alan Kcat, now its senior part- 
ner, were cleared of any 

wrongdoing. 


Merrill 
sites 
£300m 
HQ in 
the City 


John WilteocK 

Merrill Lynch, the giant .Amer- 
ican investment hank, will an- 
nounce today that it will build a 
£300m head office on the site of 
the old Royal Mail sorting office 
in King Edward Street, London. 

Merrill, which » number one 
in the world for underwriting 
equities and issuing debt, earns 
a fifth of its profits outside the 
US. and is on record as wanting 
to increase this proportion to 50 
per cent as soon as possible. The 
London-based European op- 
eration is seen as kev to that ex- 
pansion. The 50ti.OOO so ft 
budding will enable Merrill tn 
house 1.000 more people in 
London, and represents a big 
vote of confidence in the City 
as a world financial centre. - - 

The development will be a 
feather in the cap for Michael 
Marks. Merrill s chief operating 
officer for Europe and former 
Smith New Court boss, who has 
been in the post for two months. 

Merrill refused to comment 
yesterday. However, a consul- 
tant close to the deal said that 
the hank had considered mov- 
ing to Canary Wharf in Lon- 
don’s Docklands hut turned 
down the idea. It is understood 
it was worried about trawl 
rimes to and from Canary 
Wharf, and the impact on re- 
cruitment and retention of staff. 

The development site is be- 
hind Barts Hospital and near 
Ritemosier Square. U includes 
one listed building, currently be- 
ing used as the head office of 
Post Office Counters, which 
will be preserved. The sorting 
office, which takes up most of 
the sire, will he demolished. 

It is understood that Merrill 
will transfer its staff from Rope- 
maker Place in the City to the 
new building when it is com- 
pleted m 2001. The bank intends 
to retain its building in Fur- 
ringdon Road, which houses the 
former Smith New Court mar- 
ket making operation, and its 
private client business in 
Chester Street . 

Merrill's plan follows the 
move by rival investment bank 
BZW to new offices in Canary - 
Wharf. Citicorp is building its 
own landmark head office in 
Canary Wharf. 
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National Power pensioners get a second chance informative: 


Chris Gods mark 

Business Correspondent 

National Power pensioners 
were yesterday given a second 
opportunity by a High Court 
judge to fight the company's use 
of pension scheme surpluses to 
help fund its post-privatisation 
redundancy programme. 

In an unusual step. Mr Jus- 
tice Robert Walker agreed to re- 
open the court case after 
lawyers representing the pen- 
sioners discovered what they 
claimed was a “fundamental 
flaw'' in his earlier judgment. 


Solicitors from Lovell White 
Durrant, representing the pen- 
sioners, predicted the company 
could have to pay back £l00m 
into its pension fund if the 
judge decided in their favour. 

Last month Mr Justice 
Walker had ruled against 
pensioners from National 
Power and National Grid, who 
had campaigned against the 
employers' use of pension fund 
surpluses to fund the increased 
costs to their pension schemes 
of voiuntaty redundancy 
paigrammes- 

The two groups went to court 


after the Pensions Ombuds- 
man, Julian Farrand, decided 
they had “misused" the surplus 
cash. Had they lost the case, the 
privatised power industry could 
nave had to pay back more than 
£lbn- 

In court yesterday the judge 
decided to hold a further hear- 
ing as soon as possible to assess 
the new arguments. He also re- 
jected National Power's request 
to submit additional evidence to 
the court. 

The pensioners' lawyers will 
argue that National' Power 
breached Inland Revenue rules. 


following its decision in the 
early 1990s to pay money into 
its pension scheme in instal- 
ments to cover the increased 
redundancy burden. By 1993 it 
owed its pension scheme 
£18Sm, as thousands of staff 
opted to leave the company. 
When a £303m surplus was 
signed off by its trustees in 
1993. the company offset the 
money against these out- 
standing liabilities. 

In a statement yesterday the 
company said: “National Power 
is absolutely confident that 
there has been no material 


error of fact and that the judg- 
ment will stand.” 

National' Grid pensioners, 
who are not directly affected by 
the National Power develop- 
ments. yesterday lodged an 
appeal against the previous 
court ruling. 

However, their solicitor, Pe- 
ter Woods from Stephens. In- 
nocent. said the new issues 
raised in the National Power 
case could also apply to the 
Grid, where the company used 
£46ro of a £6Im surplus to 
fund its redundancy costs. He 
said if the same argument about 


instalment payments was ap- 
plied to the Grid, the company 
could have to repay £7 m ro its 
scheme. 

It also emerged that the two 
Grid pensions who brought the 
original case. Reg Mayes and 
David Laws, have asked the 
Trades Union Congress for fi- 
nancial help to fight the appeal. 
The company has refused to 
back their planned application 
to the High Court lo decide 
whether the pension scheme 
would pay appeal costs likely to 
run into tens of thousands of 
pounds. 
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Woolwich gets its share quote; but for how long? 


■Merrill 

sites 
£i00m 
HQ in 
the City 


i ‘ WilUock 




COMMENT 


*With a heavy bias to 
the booming South- 
east housing market, 
and the affluent 
customer base that 
comes with it, 
Woolwich is likely to 
prove irresistible to its 
over-capitalised peers' 


T here was never much doubt Woolwich 
would make a spanning stock market <fe- 
but, notwithstanding last year's root of 
bother with the landscape gardeners. Not 
only e the bank a must-buy for tracker funds, 
its new shareholders were looking forward 
to a buyback before they had even received 
their certificates and it looks a dead cert to 
be an early victim of the consolidation 
sweeping the financial services sector. 

With a heavy bias to the booming South- 
east housing market, and the affluent cus- 
tomer base that comes with it, Woolwich is 


pccis. Both the Scottish banks are desperate 
to increase their exposure south of the bor- 
der and Halifax has £3bn burning a hole in 
its pocket - it is not a question of whether, but 
when and who. In the brave new world of 
mniti-product bancassurers Wbolwich is hope- 
lessly focused on its traditional lending 
borrowing businesses. It has tried to add a few 
unit trust and PEP bells and whistles, but it 
knows it can't compete with its bigger rivals. 

How much of that is reflect edm yester- 
day's higher- than- expected first-day dosing 
pnce is anyone’s guess in a sector where the 
valuation goal posts appear to shift daily. 
Those who remember banks trading on five 
times earnings end offering yields of over 8 
per cent win be horrified by present ratings. 

At yesterday's dose, Woolwich's shares 
stood on a prospective price/eaxnings ratio 
of almost 20 and yielded only a little more 
than 3 per cent. Compared to the small dis- 
count to net assets that banks have tradition- 


ally traded on, Woolwich's three times book 
value looks ambitious. 

No-one’s going to care too modi about all 
that, however, if an auction develops for 
Woolwich's plum customer list While the 
terms of the 1997 Building Sodeties Act 
appear at first sight to rule out a bid for five 
years, what they actually do is ensure a high, 
agreed take-out price. With any potential 
predator needing to persuade 75 per cent of 
the bank’s shareholders to waive the 
takeover protection provisions, a serious bid 
is unlikely to be pitched at less than 450p a 
share. Valuations may have lost touch with 
reality but the ride is probably not over yet. 

Birt’s problems at BBC 
are far from over 

W ith new Labour safely elected, John 
Birt, director general of the BBC, will 
be sleeping a little more easily than he was. 
The fixture of puhEc service broadcasting, and 
the licence fee to fond it, looks that much 
safer. But, as today's annual report is ex- 
pected to show, the task of competing in the 
increasingly commercial world of broadcast 
TV just keeps getting tougher and tougher. 

Most business people would kill for the 
sort of problem the BBC has - a guaranteed 
income. Unfortunately, k is hot all upside. 
For a start the licence fee has to be con- 
stantly justified and fought for - and with 
Auntie now priced out of the market for live 
sport and Hollywood, that’s a lot more dif- 


ficult than it was. Man canno t live on East- 
En tiers and Teletubbies alone. 

But perhaps worse than that, the fixed 
licence fee means the Beeb has limited scope 
for growing its revenue. That in turn means 
spreading a fixed pool of money more and 
more thinly in the fight for audience. It can 
readily be seen that a vicious circle of 
decline culm mating in removal of the licence 
fee is never far from becoming a reality. 

Fbr the time being the BBC is maintain- 
ing its position admirably. Last year, its share 
of UK viewers and listeners held steady ai 
45 per cent. So for this year it may have 
grown slightly. No problem there, then. The 
trouble is that from this year onwards the 
BBC will be spending 9 per cent of its rev- 
enues annually on the conversion to digital. 
That's a long way from betting the shop on 
the Beeb’s digital future, as Mr Birt bas 
already observed, but nonetheless it means 
less money for programming and less money 
for trouncing the competition. 

The BBC’s great white hope is its com- 
mercial arm, BBC Worldwide. This seems 
to offer a real chance of exploiting the brand 
internationally and developing sizeable com- 
mercial revenues outside the licence fee. 
Recently announced deals with Flextech and 
Discovery Corporation have (he potential to 
create considerable value for the BBC. 
Even here, however, progress seems to be 
slow and relatively unambitious. The BBC 
has set itself the target of tripling the con- 
tribution from Worldwide over the next 10 
years to around £200m, which sounds and 


is impressive. However, at less than 10 per 
cent of revenue from the licence fce, «snw 
enough to transform the corporations 
finanrafr. So although Mr Birt canexpea 


present Government than the last, his man- 
agement task remains as daunting as ever. 

Two views on why the 
pound is so strong 

O ne of the deepest mysteries of the fi- 
nancial markets is why exchange rates 
move the way they do. There are two main- 
line views on why the pound is as strong as 
it is. One predicts that sterling will fall back 
sooner or later because its strength simply 
reflects the fact that the UK is at a more ad- 
vanced stage of its interest rate cycle than 
other European economies. Demand in 
Britain is booming, and interest rates will 
probably climb for another 12 months. Al- 
though the big continental economies are 
starting to recover, few analysts think they 
will rase rates before the end of this year. 

That makes sterling a decent one-way bet 
for currency traders, for the time being at 
least But the position will flip when the UK 
economy starts its downturn ahead of its trad- 
ing partners - perhaps by the middle of next 
year. British interest rates will start falling 
w hite European rates are still hea di ng up. 

Ebbing and flowing projects for the sin- 
gle currency complicate this outlook. When 
EMU starts to look less likely, the 


Deutschmark gains at the expense of the 
pound. However, this undercurrent - the 
idea of sterling as a safe haven - probably 
has less impact on exchange rates than busi- 
ness cycle fundamentals. 

The main alternative explanation for the 
super, soaraway pound is that the British econ- 
omy » stronger and more competitive titan it 
used to be. Businesses have emerged from two 
barrowmg recessions in a lean, mean and com- 
petitive state. International investors have 
therefore re-evaluated Britain’s economic 
prospects and the strong pound is an expres- 
sion of their vote of confidence. 

If this is the explanation, the pound will 
stay high and there is no relief in prospect 
for industry. The problem with this theory 
is that if due, our commerce shouldn’t need 
any relief. If a strong exchange rate is sim- 
ply a reflection of industrial strength, as the 
strong Deutschmark in the past mirrored the 
might of German industry, it is not going to 
bring British business to its knees. 

So although there is a genuine policy 
dilemma for the Bank of England, in the 
sense that ii would be preferable not to have 
had a 20 per cent exchange rate apprecia- 
tion in less than a year, the dilemma is not 
as acute as many commentators suggest. In 
any case, a single decline in the notoriously 
erratic figures for manufacturing output 
should not tilt the balance away from ihe 
next increase in base rates when all the other 
indicators suggest that industry is still hold- 
ing its own, while consumers are dancing all 
the way down the high street. 




Vodafone unveils 
a new image in 
chase for growth 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 

Vodafone, the UK's largest mo- 
bile phone group, yesterday at- 
tempted to kick-start flagging 
^growth in its subscriber base by 
launching a new corporate 
image coupled with a rational- 
isation of its retail chains. 

The new identity will replace 
six different high street brands 
with a single Vodafone logo, a 
redesign which cost the company 
£250,000. It means the group has 
in effect ditched the legacy of the 
1980s, when the Department of 
Trade and Industry tried to en- 
courage competition brtwjen in- 
dependent service provider 
chains which sold wholesale air- 
time to customers. 

The changes follow Voda- 
fone's recent takeover of service 
providers including Peoples 
Phone and Talk! and, which in- 
creased the number of retail and 
distribution businesses to six, 
many of which were competing 
against each other. Almost 90 
different tariffs would drop 
sharply, while five separate 
computer billing systems would 
merge into one. 

^ In the process Vodafone will 

close two offices, the former 


headquarters of Peoples Phone 
in Cricklewood in north London 
and Astec in Cheltenham, with 
the loss of up to 300 jobs. The 
group said no more than 250 
staff would be made redundant 
out of the 3,500 employed 
across the business, while staff 
numbers would rise by the end 
of next year. 

Combined with the new 
billing system, Vodafone 

ron 

vodafone 

New took: The logo 

replaces six brands 

predicted the rationalisation 
would knock £20m off its profits 
this year, which had been fore- 
cast by analysts at between 
£585m and £615m. Chris Gent, 
chief executive, said future 
profits would improve by £10m 
in the following year and £35m 
in 1999. Tbe news knocked 7p 
off Vodafone’s share price, 
which ended at 299p. 

“We believe that these 


Ranges are a fundamental pre- 
requisite to achieving higher 
growth in theyeaxs to come and 
to sustaining Vodafone’s posi- 
tion as the UK market leader," 
said Mr Gent. 

Analysts said the reorgani- 
sation was inevitable in the 
face of stiff competition from 
newer challengers. “It became 
apparent ever since the rise of 
Orange and One 2 One, which 
can sell to customers in a much 
more coherent and unified way, 
that Vodafone had to grasp 
the situation," said one analyst 

Despite a disappointing drop 
In sales growth during the 
spring, Mr Gent repeated his 
bullish predictions for the UK 
mobile market. He claimed the 
company would win 500,000 
net new customers each year 
over the next 3 years. 

In addition, the total mobile 
market of 7.4 million would ex- 
pand to 20 million over the next 
10 to 12 years. The proportion 
of people with mobile phones 
would surge from 13 to 35 per 
cent, a level seen only in Scan- 
dinavia. Vodafone recently 
dropped from being one of the 
fastest expanding networks to 
befog the slowest growing of the 
fourUK operators. 



Jeff Banks gives Barclays staff a £4m makeover 


John Wfltcock 

Jeff Banks, the designer, 
launched Barclays Bank's new 
range of “corporate wear” yes- 
terday fbr its 18,000 staff, in a 
£4m exercise that spells the end 
of the bank's trademark 
turqoise jacket. 

The old Barclays blue 
uniform is well recognised by 


the public but loathed by the 
staff In a virtual rebellion by 
branch workers, Barclays was 
forced to come up with a new 
look - the “Elite Collection". 
Now they can choose from a 
wide range of contemporary 

^^u' 1 ^ff l wto e ^materaity 
pinafore dress. 

Mr Banks, looking dapper 


himself in a light brown single 
breasted suit, no tie and "Ken 
Clarke" suede lace-ups, paid 
tribute to Barclays’ vision: “Few 
blue chip companies would 
take such a bold step as this. 
They’re blazing a trafl." 

The designer compared Bar- 
days' initiative favourably with 
NaiWest, whose own corpo- 
rate uniform is “very dlsci- 


ptined - they have to wear the 
same thing every day, which they 
find tedious". He insisted this 
was not a “uniform," rather a 
range of clothes which staff 
can mix and match. 

At the launch at the Design 
Museum in London, Mr Banks 
explained that he had been 
briefed by the bank staff them- 
selves around the country. 


“One thing they didn’t want 
was the old brilliant turqoise 
jacket - they said it made them 
feel they were working for a hol- 
iday business." 

Such corporate makeovers 
are big business in the UK. Last 
year the corporate clothing 
market was worth up to £3S0m, 
and it has grown by 90 per cent 
over tbe last nine years. 


utative*. 


30 minutes 


ioo minutes 


200 minutes 


with so much free time to talk, no-one offers you better value 


a wou--’ ? One 2 One with no other mobile ohone service offers you more. For just cl7.o0 a month, 
Whoever you wan*, to n«,v, * ' ^ 

r x_,_ e Q r f or ro q a month, you get 100 minutes of free time. And, for only £40 a month, you 
vuu qet 30 minutes o» t.cc ~~ , 

- , , nn of free time. Or, if you prefer, you can still have free local calls all weekend. You choose. 

qet a massive 


r ,„ »<# r- «« »« - l ' 3 2 ° nc 2 


Ov.'?' K; . P r : c i. < rj u o tc i niSi'.mc paywvnt by direct debit. 


one 2 

0500 500 121 

tnc peopic to nave a one 2 one wirh 




FKI secures Bridon in £ 131 m bid 


Clifford German 

FKI. [be acquisitive. Halifax- 
based engineering company, 
yesterday accompanied an 
agreed £151m bid for Bridon 
with a raid on the stock market 
for shares in the wire and rope 
maker, a move which was de- 
signed to lock out any counter 
bidders. 

The market raid on Bridon’s 
shares was successful, netting 
FKI 22.33 million shares, equal 
to a 29.9 per cent stake in 
Bridon. The big institutional 
sellers included PDFM, M&G 
investment Management, Bri- 
tannic Assurance and Gartmore. 

The takeover has been 
pitched at 175p for each share 
in Bridon. which is based in 
Doncaster. The bid price is 25 
percent above the market price 



Jeff Wtialley: Acquisition 
fits FKt's industrial strategy 

of Bridon shares at the close of 
business on Friday, and repre- 
sents a 65 per cent premium: 
over the price on 27 June — the 


day before the two sides an- 
nounced talks were being held. 

A loan note alternative 
paying 1 per cent below Libor 
will be available if demand for 
it tops £5m. 

Brian Clayton, Bridon’s 
chairman, said yesterday that 
the deal made sound industrial 
logic. FKI’s chairman, Jeff 
Wh alley, said the acquisition 
was in line with the company’s 
industrial strategy. Bridon has 
3.500 employees and a dozen 
manufacturing sites, five of 
them in Yorkshire and the 
North-east of England. It also 
has 125 distribution outlets 
world-wide. The head offices 
wfll be merged but most, if not 
ail, of the sites and employees 
will be kept on. 

Some £3 00m out of Bridon’s 
annual turnover of £362 m in 


Sema shake-up points 
to France Telecom sale 


Sameena Ahmad 

France Telecom took a further 
step toward its expected Fr40bn 
(£4bn) autumn partial privati- 
sation yesterday. after it agreed 
a restructuring of its share- 
holding in Sema, the fasc-grow- 
inc information technology 
group. 

The restructuring, which also 
involves Sema issuing shares ro 
buy France Telecom’s remain- 
ing 24.5 per cent stake in Sema 
Outsourcing, leaves France 
Telecom with a dean 23 per cent 
interest in Sema. 

The move lifts a key restric- 
tion on Sema expanding into the 
huge US information technol- 
ogy market and will boost earn- 
ings. ft was welcomed by the 
market which lifted prices in the 
Anglo-French group's shares 
55p to £13.42. 

The complex restructuring, 
has been negotiated over the 


past four months by Pierre 
BoneUi, Serna’s chief execu- 
tive. It lakes effect from Sep- 
tember, lifting a restriction 
whereby Sema was regarded 
under American law as a sub- 
sidiary of a bank and so re- 
strained from expanding into 
non- financial markets in the US. 

Mr BoneUi has Jong been 
keen to take Sema, a global op- 
erator in information technol- 
ogy outsourcing, into the 
fast-growing US telecoms 
billing and mobile phone soft- 
ware market. 

Mr BoneUi said: “From Sep- 
tember we wfll no longer be con- 
sidered a subsidiary of a bank 
in the US. The US telecoms 
market is huge and new. It is (ess 
than 1 per cent of our turnove r 
now, but I would be unhappy if 
it wasn’t over 10 per cent bv 
2001 .” 

Andrew Ripper of Merrill 
Lynch welcomed the move: 


Billiton ‘excused’ double 
tax hit in £5bn flotation 


Sameena Ahmad 

Billiton, the metals group plan- 
ning a £5.1bn stock market 
flotation this month, said yes- 
terday it had been given “as- 
surances” by the the Treasury 
that it would be excused from 
a ruling announced in the Bud- 
get forcing companies to take 
a double taxation hit on divi- 
dends paid out of foreign earn- 
ings. 

Mick Davis, finance director 
said the new measure would 
have been “veiy material” to the 
group's flotation plans, but that 
a personal meeting with the Pay- 
master General “entitles us to 
be confident that this will not 
affect us”. 


Mr Davis said he expected 
the exemption to be applied to 
other companies, suggesting 
the Government may do a U- 
tuxn on this hugely unpopular 
measure: "Fm sure its not a so- 
lution just for us, but a gener- 
ic solution," said Mr Davis. 

Should Billiton be singled out 
for exemption, it would leave 
Rio Timo, Billirons's bigger ri- 
val facing a double tax bill on 
the 70 percent of its dividends 
paid out as a “foreign income 
dividend” from non-LTC earn- 
ings. 

The comments came as Bil- 
liton, which is being demerged 
from the South African mining 
group Gencor, published details 
of its pathfinder prospectus. 


<2> 

Midland 

The Listening Bank 


Brian Gilbertson, chairman said 
the group would use the Slbn- 
$l~5bo raised to expand in a 
range of privatisations in South 
America, but said he could not 
be specific on spending plans. 

“The best returns are from 
being ready and able when an 
opportunity presents itself." 
Mr Gilbertson denied sugges- 
tions that the board was too 
heavily represented by Gencor 
directors: “These are the peo- 
ple who have shown their abil- 
ity to take risks." 

Asked to compare the group 
against its only UK. stock mar- 
ket comparator Rio Tinto, he 
said, “We will be much small- 
er. Growth comes more easily 
to a smaller company." 


Midland Interest Rates 
for Business Customers 


New business rates effective from 8 July 1997 


Gross % 


Gross CAR % 


Money Master 

Up to £.5.000 2.97 3.00 

£.5,000+ 3.27 3 30 

£25.000+ 3.56 3.60 

£100.000+ 3.66 3.70 

£250,000+ 3.85 3.90 

Premium Business Account 

£5,000+ 432 4.40 

£25,000+ 4.80 4.90 

£100.000+ 5.04 5.15 

£250.000+ 5J23 535 

Clients Premium Deposit Account 

£25,000+ 4.21 425 

£100,000+ 4.65 4.70 

Education Account 

Up to £25,000 4.13 4 _ 2 q 

£25,000+ 4.61 4.70 

Treasurer Account 

Up to £2,000 i.oo 1.00 

£2,000+ 1.74 1.75 

£10,000+ 3.69 3.75 

Gross: The rate before the deduction of tax. CAR: Compound Annual Rate, or the true Gross return taking into 
account the frequency of interest payments. 

All rates quoted are per annum. 

With cttect Irom the 9th June 1997 Base Rate has been increased by 025% to 6.50% p.a. 


Midland Bank pfe, 27-ii Poultry, London EC2P ZBX. 
Afrm/wHSBC Grmp 


1996 fits perfectly with FKTs ex- 
isting chain and lifting gear 
business. The Bridon distribu- 
tion system will also help in- 
crease sales of FKI products, 
according to the company’s 
chief executive, Bob Beeston. 

The deal, though, runs con- 
trary to comments by FKI last 
month that after having spent 
£2SGm on acquisitions it had es- 
tablished the base for organic 
growth without the need for far- 
ther acquisitions. At the time it 
reported a 24 per cent growth 
in profits to £H 2 m, including 
organic growth of 14 per cent. 
Mr Beeston said yesterday, 
however, that a takeover of 
Bridon had been in the pipeline 
for the last four yearn. 

Bridon has bad a difficult few 
years trading. Last year it made 
a profit of £7jm, after report- 


ing a small loss in 1995. Asset 
value is 146p a share and the exit 
price is 17 times this year’s 
prospective earnings per share 
of 103p. The current year had 
got off to a good start. Mr Bee- 
ston said yesterday. 

The acquisition costs wifi in- 
crease FKI’s gearing to 114 
per cent, but will be earnings en- 
hancing for FKI in the first year 
according to Mr Beeston. 
Shares in FKI, which is also 
taking on £40tn of debt, fell 3p 
to 1573p. 

The chairman and non- 
executive directors of Bridon 
will step down, and FKI will 
decide within the next month 
whether it wishes to keep on any 
or all of the four executive 
directors. If not, they will leave 
on the terms of their existing 
contracts. 


“Pierre BoneUi said in March 
that he wanted to solve this 
block. It is always nice to see a 
company delivering on its 
plans." Mr Ripper has in- 
creased his earnings forecast by 
25 per cent to 42p a share for 
the year to December I99S. 

Under the old arrangement. 
France Telecom and the com- 
pany’s bankers, Paribas, control 
Financiere Sema - the holding 
company of Sema with a 41 per 
cent stake. Under the present 
structure, Paribas own 50.1 per 
cenL of Financiere Sema and 
controls the voting rights. Un- 
der the US Banking Act, Sema 
was therefore regarded as a sub- 
sidiary of Paribas. 

The new structure, which 
also includes Sema buying 
France Telecom’s 25 per cent 
stake fa its outsourcing arm and 
fall control of TS FM, will give 
France Telecom 22.8 and 
Paribas 20 per cent of Sema. 


IN BRIEF 

France ‘will meet single currency criteria 7 

The French government continued to insist that it would meet 
single currency criteria in lime for the 1999 launch, despite grow- 
ing evidence that its budget deficit would miss the Maastricht tar- 
get. At a meeting of European finance ministers fa Brussels, 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, the economics minister, rejected sug- 
gestions that French economic difficulties could force a mone- 
tary union delay. France is already preparing the ground for bad 
economic results, however, by advocating a broad interpretation 
of the Maastricht rules. Estimates suggest that the new Socialist 
government is beading for a budget deficit of more than 35 per 
cent of gross domestic product this year. Mr Strauss-Kahn talked 
of the need to speed tax harmonisation to help boost earnings 
fa the run up to the single currency launch. 

ScotAm in £15bn Prudential shake-up 

The Prudential will transfer management of Scottish Amicable’s 
£l5bn of policyholder funds from Glasgow to its London-based 
Prudential Portfolio Management. The move follows the £2-8bn 
acquisition of the Scottish mutual insurer in March. Job losses 
ana the possible impact on the Scottish financial sector were con- 
tentious issues during the battle for control of ScotAm and the 
Pro's winning bid included guarantees that job levels at its Craig- 
forth headquarters near Stirling would be maintained for three 
years. Those assurances, however, did not include the investment 
management business nor its 125 employees. 

Rolls and Bentley sales motor ahead 

Sales of Rolls-Royce and Bcmtey motor cars fa the firs: six months 
of 1997 have continued to grow, following increases achieved in 
each of the last two wars. Retail sales of 1,029 were 13 per cent 
ahead of the 912 safes achieved in the first half of 1996. thanks 
to product developments on Rolls-Royce and Bentley models, 
together with innovative leasing programmes in the UK and the 
US. The UK market achieved the strongest growth, with a 36 per 
cent increase over the same period last year while the Americas 
increased 7 per cent 

Glaxo sells Scots plant for £40m 

Glaxo Wellcome is selling its manufacturing facility at Annan, 
Scotland, for £40m to ChiRex of the US. The proposed agree- 
ment includes a five-year contract for ChLRex to supply inter- 
mediates and active ingredients to Glaxo Wellcome. GhiRex, a 
contract manufacturing organisation, said it planned to invest £30m 
in Annan over die next five years and did hot expect to make 
compulsory redundancies among the 170 staff at Annan. 

Council agrees £30m Slough settlement 

Slough Estates has reached a settlement with Welwyn Hatfield 
District Council over the High Court award of damages to the 
company in a judgment issued by Mr Justice May on 29 July 1996. 
A total of £29.75m will be paid by WHDC to the company in set- 
tlement of the original £49m award. It follows the judgment that 
the Council had been found guilty of fraudulent misrepresenta- 
tion with a view to inducing Slough Estates to proceed with the 
Howard Centre in Welwyn Garden City. Slough’s chairman, Sir 
Nigel Motes, said the settlement represented a “pragmatic solution 
in view of the limited funds available to the council and its con- 
tinuing statutory obligations”. 

Im-Bru maker trebles profits 

AG Barr, the Glasgow-based soft drinks maker best known far 
its Im-Bru product, reported a profit of £3.77m for the six months 
to 26 April more than treble the first half of the previous year 
on turnover up 8 per cent to £50. lm. Robin Barr, chairman, said 
“turnover has been affected by recent wet weather”. 


Company Results 


Turnover £ Pre-fax £ EPS DMdead 
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Tomkins should be 
applauded for this 
change of heart 


T omkins, the conglom- 
erate that makes a 
bewildering array of 
products from Mr Kipling 
cakes to Smith & Wesson 
guns, is the last company you 
would call fashionable. In fact 
ic has positively eschewed 
trendy ideas such as giving 
spare cash back to sharehold- 
ers or demerging businesses. 
Instead, chairman Greg 
Hutchings was intent on mak- 
inganomer large acquisition. 

That was until yesterday 
when Tomkins stunned the 
market by announcing a rad- 
ical change fa strategy. It is go- 
ing to spend £ 100 m buying 
back its own shares over the 
next few months. And more 
share buy-backs are on the 
cards. 

Mr Hutching’s explanation 
for the U-turn is far from 
convincing. He claims that 
the market is still in a bull run 
and acquisitions are just too 
expensive at the moment. But 
the market was in the middle 
of a bull run six months ago 
when a share buy-back was 
definitely ruled oul 
Mote likely he has bowed to 
pressure from US investors, 
which now own a fifth of the 
shares and traditionally favour 
buy-backs. After all. the shares 
have underperformed the 
stock market by a third over 
the last few yeans. 

Whatever the real reason for 
the change of heart, Tomkins 
should be applauded for its de- 
rision. Its cash pile has diluted 
earnings growth. In fact 
Tomkins’ return on capital 
employed was just 5 per cent 
last year, against a cost of cap- 
ital of around 10 per cent. 

These raw figures hide the 
fact that most of its businesses 
are making a return in the mid- 
teens. And last year’s £870m 
acquisition of Gates, which 
makes fan belts and the like for 
car engines, has proved a 
cracking buy. It made an op- 
erating profit of £4Sm in the 
second naif of the year, and 
margins have risen sharply to 
more than 9 per cent. The re- 
cent £372m of windscreen 
wiper manufacturer Slant 
looks another promising buy, 
and should produce strong 
synergies with Gates. 

Of course Tomkins still has 
plenty of underperforming 
businesses. 

Once again Us US bicycle 
and lawnmower business pro- 
duced a poor result, with prof- 
its down 17 per cent to £29.7m. 


A flood of cheap Chinese im- 
ports and price-cutting from 
its main domestic competitor, 
Huffy, is to blame. 

But at least Mr Hutchings 
is finally willing to shed some 
of the under-achievers. 

Analysts reckon businesses 
with a" turnover of around 
£5 00m will be sold, raising 
perhaps £400m to fund ac- 
quisitions and more share 
buy-backs. 

Pre-tax profits for the year 
to May rose by a third to 
£432m. Analysts forecast cur- 
rent year profits of around 
£5Q0m, putting the price ratio 
of shares on 12. Good value. 

Budgens runs 
to standstill 


F or a tiddler in a cut- 
throat market, Budgens 
has not done badly over 
the past couple of years. 

It has juggled its 108-slore 
portfolio to match the offer u> 
local markets, improved its 
fresh food to uttracL “top-up" 
shoppers and concentrated 
on fine-tuning distribution to 
cut costs. 

Budgens has even signed 
some innovative link-ups such 
as with BP and OS to open 
convenience stores on petrol 
forecourts. It has 1 1 such sites 
with plans for 20 to 25 by next 
April. 

Meanwhile the group has 
expanded its higher-margin 
own-label range to more than 
25 per cent of goods sold. 


Tomkins: At a glance 


MarttttvriwSaJSbn. stare price 278.5p 

Trading record 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 




Pre-tax profits (Em) i?t 257 303 323 432 




Dmdfflufcpar share (p) 6.35 738 6.65 9.95 11.45 


Profits by sector 

01995/96 
12D «199M7 

180 


Share price and FTSE 100 

reused. July 1582=100 

m 


Lesson in Low’s fall from grace 


L ow & Boa&r’s dramatic fall from grace 
since its profits warning last October car- 
ries a salutary warning. It was surpris- 
ing that investors bad not taken a more 
cynical look at the company Much, despite the 
well-publicised honors of the paper and 
packaging market, was managing to buck the 
trend. While rivals Rexam and Aijo Wiggins 
were falling like ninepins, Low & Boost's tight 
cost management and acquisitions had been 
enough to keep profit and margjn growth grow- 
ing. However, with most of the fat cut and big 
packaging acquisitions passed through, Low 
has finally run out of momentum and is as ex- 
posed as the rest to the pound and cut-throat 
price competition. 

On sales just 2 per cent higher at £215m. 
profits for the six months to May fell 16 per 
cent to £23m, walloping margins by almost 2 
points to 11 per cent. Though Low is pushing 
into faster growth areas like plastics, with still 


more than 60 per ceni of its sales fa the mature 
packaging sector, the group has been hit hard 
by overcapacity in Europe. Customers have 
been tough and contract prices have fallen by 
as much as 10 per cent, says Jim Heilig, chief 
executive. And with raw material prices no 
longer soaring, packaging groups negotiating 
contracts are short on pleading power. 
Sterling remains a severe problem, lopping 
£3m off profits, £1.9m from the group's spe- 
cialist materials business. Though the group’s 
^earing at 27 per cent still leaves room for per- 
haps £ 100 m of acquisitions in the less com- 
petitive niche plastics and speciality side, 
where customer have less of a stranglehold 
on prices, the shift wfll take time. Since the prof- 
it warning. Low's shares have fallen from 574p 
to 2625p after another 19p drop yesterday. 
Credit Lyonnais Lafag has downgraded fall- 
year forecasts from £54m to £45m. Given the 
gloomy outlook, 9 limes earnings is fair. 


compared with just 16 percent 
three years ago. 

A further 300 own-label 
lines will be launched this 
year. 

But the problem with Bud- 
gens is that, in the longer 
term, it is hard to see just 
where the company can go in 
a market increasingly domi- 
nated by giants. 

Its results far the year to 27 
April were in line' with ex- 
pectations. with profits up 
19.7 per cent to £9.1 m. But the 
sales line looks more prob- 
lematic. 

Like-for-like sales rose by 
just I per cent during the 
year and are up by 2 per cent 
in current trading. 

In the second naif, under- 
lying sales actually fall by 3 per- 
cent as new openings by the 
competition ate into market 
share. Rival openings in No- 
vember alone knocked 2 per 
cent off Budgens’ sales. 

Budgens’ management will 
keep adapting the portfolio;, 
but the challenge will remain 
one of ttyirig to attract con- 
venience-store shoppers faster 
than it loses primary shoppers 
to Tosco ct al. 

The shares, up 0.25p to 
4225p, are barely above its net 
asset value of 42p per share, 
ro are hardly expensive. 

Takeover speculation may 
provide further support, 
though there is no obvious 
predator. 

On Panmure Gordon’s 
forecast of £10.5 m, the shares 
are on a forward rating of 10 . 
On balance, about right. 
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What Everyone Wants 
sounds third warning 


Bloodstock profits ‘ 
gallop ahead . 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

What Everyone Vfants, the dis- 
count retailer dubbed “What 
Nobody Wants” by its critics. Is- 
sued its third profits warning in 
as many months yesterday, forc- 
i fag the shares to an all-time low. 

The shares fell 2^»p to 7p 
I after the company said poor 
trading conditions meant that 
: pre-exceptionai losses would 
be in excess of£4m “subject to 
the finalisation of year-end 
stock provisions". The compa- 
ny's last warning at the end of 
May had predicted a lots of £2m 
while the warning in April had 
forecast a break-even position. 

Yesterday. WEW said trading 
i in June had been below expec- 
tations. It has earmarked eight 
stores for closure by the end of 
August which will result in a 
charge of £2J3m against the 
accounts. 

Though the group is trading 
within Its banking limits it has 
appointed Coopers & Lybrand 


to advise the board -on the op- 
tions for the business. These in- 
clude the seeking of offers for 
the company. However, WEW 
said yesterday that no formal 
offer had been received. 

A central problem for WEW 
has been poor trading at its 
older, unconverted stores which 
form the bulk of its 80-strong 
portfolio. 

Only nine have been con- 
verted to a brighter new “qual- 
ity for value" format. And 
though these are said to be trad- 
ing well, the long tail of older 
stores continues to act as a drag 
on performance. 

In the new stores the average 
transaction value is 20 per cent 
higher than in the unconverted 
outlets. They also stock more 
upmarket Tanges in shops 
branded as “The Store r with the 
What Everyone Wants logo dis- 
played less prominently. 

But with the company 
strapped for cash it now has in- 
sufficient funds to roll out the 
conversion programme fa the 


way planned. The company had 
hoped to have 20 of the new- 
look stores by the end of the 
year, though this will now be re- 
viewed. 

Last month Richard Boland, 
WEWs chief executive, sold 
half his shareholding in the 
company after the company's 
end-of-May profits warning. 
He sold 80,000 shares at 14p to 
raise £11,200. He said be had 
sold the shares to pay a tax bill. 

It was Mr Boland, who joined 
the company from Sears, who 
initiated The Store concepL 
He has been joined by James 
Millar, the former William Low 
chairman, who is the WEW 
chairman. WEW was previ- 
ously run by the entrepreneur 
Philip Green. 

The company’s shares have 
had a torrid time recently. In 
late October they were trading 
as high as 19.6p. 

But they have been sliding 
ever since and yesterday’s fafl 
values the company at little 
more than £ 10 m. 


Andrew Yates 

Profits at the British Bloodstock 
Agency, the racehorse broker, 
nearly doubled to £302,000 in 
the year to March. Horse sales 
and prices have galloped ahead 
due to strong demand from 
Japan, the Middle East and an 
Irish syndicate. 

*pfhe Royal Family of Dubai, 
which owns and trains by far the 
largest number of horses in 
England and France has been 
a strong buyer. The Saudi Ara- 
bians are have been buying a lot 
and the Japanese remain very 
keen,” the company’s chair- 
man, Major Christa Pbilipsan, 
said yesterday. Buyers are be- 
ing attracted by the recent surge 
in prize money available from 
international horse meetings. 

The company acts as an 
agent, selling horses for clients 
around the world in return for 
a commission. Its biggest den] 
was the sale of Lammtaira, the 
1995 Derby winner, which was 
purchased by a Japanese buyer 
for S30m (£18m). British Blood- 
stock sola a record 237 horses 


at the Tatteraalls auction, the 
main event of the horse trading 
calendar which is held at New- 
market The average price of” 
horses sold at 'fatterstdlsrose bf 
more than 50 per cent 

But Major Philipson wanned 
that these sort of price rises are 
not sustainable. “The price of. 
top horses rose sharply. But . 
there should only be a steady fagis 
crease in prices at the autumW 
auctions, Prices are unlikely Iff? - 
get carried away os they did in 
the late Eighties and early • 
Nineties,” said Major Phflipsoa • 

Meanwhile. British Blood- L 
stock plans to take advantage erf 
the stnmgth of demand in the Br 
East by expanding its operation 
fa China. IhiWiin and Korea. 

John Haivey-Bamcs, finance . 
director, is retiring this^u— \ 
tumn after 19 years with .. 
group. His successor. Jam* 5 "- 
Bcazley. until recently 
with Prince Khalad, one 
Saudkt Arabia's largest hor&_- 
trainers. 

British Bloodstock mows*!', j 
ib dividend payoul by a quaf d 
ter to 2 p a share. 
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market report / shares 


ICI strikes a chord in American investors’ portfolios 


The Americans have fallen in 
love with Imperial Chemical 
loanstnes. Although profits 
are being buffeted by the re- 
lentils strength of sterling 
ajd forecasts reduced, the 
snares are displaying remark- 
able resilience. 

US investors seem to have 
iatehed on to ICI following its 
£4.9b n acquisition of Uoi- 

^'T r ' s ^Pp^'ali ty che mina /« di- 
vision. Then the shares were 
around 700p. They rase 20 p to 
823 jp, within hading rtistaty v* 
of their 12 month peak. 

The imperious advance is in 
stark contrast to the perfor- 
aMnoe of many of Britain’s in- 
dustrial powers. 

.They have been weighed 
down by the pound’s profiLs- 
sapping strength; the trend to 
higher interest rates and, after 
last week’s Budget, the threat 
of increased pension contri- 
butions. ICI has ignored such' 
developments. 

Yet, as if to underline the 


damage sterling is doing to its 
- profits, NatWst Securities has 
slashed its estimates. It has 
moved from £490m to £430m 
and from £700m to £d20ra. 
Last year's figure was £49Sm. 

It appears the new look-ICL 
with its detennination to raise 
£3bn from disposals in the 
nest three years to cut debt, has 
touched a US investment 
chord. 

Ihe group has already made 
a start through the proposed 
sale of its 62 per cent stake in 
its Australian off-shoot which 
could produce £lbn. 

The Unilever deal is seen as 
the first strategic move to re- 
inforce ICI following the de- 
merger of the Zeneca drugs 
group four years ago. Since 
then ICI shares have been 
completely overshadowed by 
the rip-roaring Zeneca per- 
formance. 

US influences also spurred 
Cadbury Schweppes. The soft 
drinks and sweets group was at 




"nS. 



M ■ 


W- 

v j 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


One tune up 25p with Ameri- 
can investors keen to stockpile. 

But Cadbury, which closed 
up 17p at 563.5p, is never far 
from the takeover mill . 
Unilever, following its chemi- 
cals deal with Id, has cash to 
spare and could feel Cadbury, 
valued at £5- 5bn, would rep 
resent a useful add-on to its 
branded operations. 

The American interest in 
Cadbury is, on trading consid- 
erations, surprising.- For the 
British group, it would ap 
pear, is having a bruising time 
in the American soft drink 
market. 

British Aerospace was an- 
other to dimb on bid hopes, up 
325 p to 1345 p. General Elec- 


tric Co, the market’s favoured 
suitor, should offer year’s fig- 
ures today and, perhaps, a few 
dues about its plans. 

The rest of the stock market 
was pulled out of deep lethargy 
by New York. At one time 
Rxrtsie was down 36.4. With 
the Dow Jones Average in un- 
charted territory during Lon- 
don hours it ended with a 
mere 2.1 fall at 4,810.7. 

Woolwich maintained the 
building society habit of 
exceeding expectations with 


334p. 

Tomkins, following figures, 
was the best performing blue 


chip, up l4Jp to 27S.5p. 
Dixons, with year’s results due 
tomorrow, put on 2Gp.to 
495.5p. Henderson Crosth- 
waite believe the shares were 
oversold with windfall gains 
now making a positive contri- 
bution to electrical sales. 

BT, after Fridays excite- 
ment, fell IDp to 491.5p. Ya~ 
makhL the Japanese securities 
house, say the Budget's cor- 
poration lax cut will boost net 
profits by some £70m this year 
and next - “more than com- 
pensating for the impact on the 
windfall tax on earnings’". 

Sterling’s impact was still 

evident One casualty was Euro- 
thmn, the electronic equipment 
group, down 20p to 320p. a 
three-year low. Packaging 
group Low & Bonar. blaming 
sterling for mast of its profit fall, 
weakened 19p to 2623p. 

BSkyB retreated another 
4 Jp to 4395p, reflecting Ru- 
pert Murdoch's remarkable 
comment that the shares were 


overvalued and a lowered 425p 
Laxwt Enom Lehman Brothers. 

Soccer Investments, the cash 
shell set up as a vehicle for a 
football club, rose 6p to 107 Jp 
as it looked as though u had 
found a club - Leicester City. 

Bridon, the engineer, 
jumped 34p to 171-5p as FKI 
produced a 175p cash bid, 
pricing the group at £131 td. 

Premier FarnieU, the elec- 
tronic group, fell 6 jp to 455p 
on a rumoured Dresdncr 
Klein wort Benson downgrade 
arid Redlaod, the building ma- 
terials group. tumbled lS5p to 
301p on HSBC caution. HSBC 
also damaged Abbey National, 
off 11 -5p to 876 Jp, by moving 
its stance from buy to hold. 

Thistle Hotels continued to 
soften on a reported Merrill 
Lynch downgrading. Jailing 45p 
to 14&5p after touching 1405p. 

Colleagues, the junk mail 
group, posted an Il-5p gain to 
8Gp; it confirmed an outside 
huver was in talks to bid. 


Taking Stock 


G More twists and turns al 
Display IT, the Internet fi- 
nancial information group 
which has had a torrid time 
with its shares halving on 
Ofex. Trading was suspended 
by JP Jenkins, the only Ofex 
market-maker, for most of 
the session. When dealings 
resumed the price remained 
at 390p. Yet another Display 
statement seems to have 
prompted Jenkins to lift its 
ban. Peter Levin, managing 
director, again referred to 
bears raiding the shares and 
said he and his family (fid not 
have an interest in the Lux- 
embourg company which has 
an £U3m contract with Dis- 
play. He said Ross Perot, the 
US presidential candidate, 
had no direct involvement. 

P Bakery Services, running 
in-store bakeries, made a 
Gnu debut Placed at 3p by 
stockbroker Ellis & Partners 
the shares closed at 3.75p. 
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What to expect if the strong 
pound is here to stay 



L et's forget about whether the 
Chancellor might have doq^ 
something in the Budget to 
check the rise of interest rates and 
the pound That is waterunder the 
bridge. Let's instead look at what 
fc likely to happen to interest rates 
and the pound over the nett two to 
three years, and see wbat conse- 
quences that might have on the UK 
economy. 

There will presumably be another 
rise in interest rates this week, the 
main possible surprise being that the 
rise will be half a percentage point 
rather than a quarter. Let's assume 
thar consumer demand continues to 
grow strongly through the autumn, 
fuelled partly hv the windfall gafn< 
from building society conversions 
and partly from the rise in confi- 
dence encouraged by the continu- 
ing fall in unemployment. If thai 
happens, expect rates to carry on ris- 
ing through the end of this year, with 
the peak not reached untiL at the 
earliest, the middle of nest 
That peak? The market is cur- 
rently thinJdng of 13 per cent, but 
if the evident momentum in con- 
sumption continues beyond the 
end of this year it is conceivable the 
big number will be an eight: the 
peak will be, say, 8.25 per cent 
rather than 7.75 per cent. But, in 
truth, we cannot know with any con- 
fidence the shape of the curve be- 
yond the fact that we know there 
will be several rises in rates to come. 
The only safe assumption is that the 
UK wflj have high nominal interest 
rales for the next couple of years. 

That is the assumption upon 
which the foreign exchanges have 
been working for the past six 
months, and obviously to some ex- 
tent the rise in the pound is asso- 
ciated with that. But only to some 
extent: however odd it may seem 
to people steeped in memories of 
sterling weakness and scarred by the 
ejection from the ERM in 1992, the 
pound does at least have the at- 
traction that it will almost certainly 
still exist in five years' time, not an 
assumption which can safely be 
made about other European cur- 
rencies. Some of the strength of 
sterling is interest-rate driven but 
much comes from suspicion of the 
available alternative currencies. 



Hamish 

McRae 

The only prudent 
expectation 
should be that 
there will be high 
interest rates for 
the next two to 
three years and 
sterling will 
remain strong 

This leads to the present debate 
as to whether the pound's strength 
is sustainable. By historical stan- 
dards it looks about 15 per cent 
overvalued (see graph) but it is not 
at the unsustainable level of over- 
valuation of the early 1990s. when 
the problem was less against the Eu- 
ropean currencies and more against 
the dollar. Besides, at that stage, the 


principal pressure was created by 
continental European interest rates 
being imposed on the UK not the 
continental exchange rates. 

Still, it certainly feels odd to see 
it at dose to DM3JQG and $1.70. The 
mainstream view is that this will not 
last and within a year or so it will 
have fallen back to about DM250. 
There are two troubles with that 
view. One is that the people who 
are advocating it most strongly 
are those who railed to foresee the 
recent rise in the pound: because, 
in their view, it ought not to have 
happened in the first place, it 
ought not to last now; The other is 
that while they may be right, as- 
suming that the pound win fall back 
is not a comfortable option if your 
business depends on this happen- 
ing. You too may be right, which is 
fine; but if you are wrong, then your 
business will be in grave trouble. 

So the only prudent expectation 
should be that not only will there be 
high interest rates for the next two 
to three years but that sterling will 
remain strong for that period, maybe 
longer if turmoil among continental 
currencies ovct European monetary 
union continues. What then? 

There are two ways of ap- 
proaching this question. One is to 
look at the macro-economic effects 
of a strong, maybe over-strong, 
pound The trouble there is that 
past relationships do not necessarily 
hold- that sort of analysis failed to 
predict both the eariy fall in un- 
employment this recovesy and the 
flat inflation which followed the de- 
valuation of the pound in 1992. So 
it may be more helpful to look at 


How overvalued is the pound? 


Real effective exchange rates, 1 January 1987=100 



the mkro-economic consequences 
of a strong pound. Here are some, 

Ws are going to see another wave 

of downsizing of large-scale in- 
dustry. It may not be downsizing in 
output terms, but it will be a down- 
sizing in employment. Large com- 
panies wiD be forced by sterling into 
another bout of scrutiny of their 
costs and there will be some fall- 
out in jobs as a result. There is noth- 
ing unusual about this happening 
at a time when output is rising: it 
is what has been happening in 
Germany over the past three years, 
despite strong export demand. Bui 
it will be at best unsettling and for 
some, inevitably painful. 

There will be continued job 
growth, however, in the service sec- 
tor. Total employment in the econ- 
omy is still well below the peak of 
the 1988 cycle. That will suck back 
into employment many people who 
had decided to retire. Here there 
is a model in the US, employers 
have been forced to be more imag- 
inative in the way they recruit new- 
staff and more energetic in the way 
they seek to retain it There will also 
continue to be strong new business 
formation, parity because the func- 
tions shed by large companies will 
stiQ need to be carried oul Outsour- 
cing gives a great spur to new busi- 
nesses. This will happen despite the 
rise in the cost of capital, with small 
companies pushed into seeking 
equity or risk -sharing, capital rather 
than bank finance. The boom in 
venture capital will continue. 

Small businesses which sell 
abroad, like large, win be forced up- 
market. This wffl affect not just con- 
ventional exporters, but domestic 
companies which rely on tourists, 
as the UK will continue to be a rel- 
atively expensive destination. 

In other words, we will see again 
the impact of previous periods of 
a high pound, but this time the ef- 
fect wQ] go much further down the 
scale. In previous foreign exchange 
cycles it was only really the large 
companies which were affected. In 
the next two to three years it will 
be small and medium-sized ones. 
For them there will be a prolonged 
period of good demand, but at 
squeezed prices: not a dreadful 
prospect, but quite a tough one. 
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Raymond Snoddy, the Financial 
Tones' distinguished media corre- 
spondent. is off to The Times to 
become its media editor for “a 
six-figure sum’', l hear. 

Mr Snoddv is the doyen of the 
pink'un’s industrial correspon- 
dents and has been at the ptaper 
for more than a decade. It is un- 
derstood he has been offered the 
Times post three times in the 
past, and thrice has he declined it. 

So why now (apart from the 
wonga, of course)? One explana- 
tion may be an increasingly close 
relationship with the Murdoch 
family. Mr Snoddy is the only UK 
journalist that Rupert Murdoch 
deigns to talk to. He went so far 
as to name Mr Murdoch “FT 
Man of the Year" last December, 
describing him as “now the most 
powerful media tycoon in history 
in terms of bis global reach and 
the diversity of his media interests 
which range from Hollywood to 
newspapers such as The Sun, his 
highly profitable UK tabloid". 

Now there's a job application if 
ever I saw one. 

Just last week Elisabeth Mur- 
doch, Rupert s daughter and head 
of programmes at BSkyB. invited 
Mr Snoddy to ber Fourth of July 
party for “close friends". Mr 
Snoddy got to sit at Mr Mur- 
doch's table. 

One potential problem occurs 
to me, however - just how many 
of Mr Snoddy's many media con- 
tacts will still be happy to talk to 
him now- he is on the Murdoch 
payroll? Well see. 

Speaking of Eit<tab«th Murdoch, 
she was spotted at Wimbledon 
last week as the^ucst of Bob 
Phillis, deputy director-general 
and chief executive of BBC 
Worldwide. 

Since the tennis tournament is a 
“listed” event which, for the time 
being, cannot be bought up by 
BSkyB, what was Ms Murdoch 
doing there being wined and 
dined by the Becb. which still pro- 
vides Wtmbledon coverage free of ■ 
charge? I think we should be told. 


Paul Kafka. Fidelity's puckish 



Choosy: Rupert Murdoch win 
not talk to most UK jourpabsis 

head of corporate relations, is ai . 
home nursing swollen knees after 
a heroic weekend during which . 
he sealed Snowden, Ben Nevis ‘ 
and Sea Fell Pike within 34 hours. 

He did it in order to false 
£5500 for^thc Downs Syndrome 
Association, hut that cwily par- 
tially soothes his aching, frame. 

“I'll never do it again." moans 
the former Nomura spokesman. 

Ben Nevis was “very exhilarat- 
ing" in the early morning, hqt the 
weather was awful. Tins was as 
nothing to Sea Fell Pike in the 
Lake District, “an appalling phta*V 

“I never want to see ft again, ft 
took six hours and if was wet and 
miserable," says our hero. 

“We got lost in fog once, so we 
hod to blow our little whistle to 
get back on track. We ran oul of 
peirol in Kendal - it’s lucky we 
were at the lop of a bill so we . 
could roll down to- Kendal to get 
to the petrol station." . 

Snowden was “magnificent - 
the weather was clear - but my ' 
knees were swelling up from the' 
pressure of going downhill". .. 
Fidelity should give- him a medal, 
or at least pay for his. physio. • 

A management consultant has- 


been selected to succeed a former 
director of the Victoria & Albert 
Museum to be vice chancellor of 
the University of East Anglia 
(UEA). • 

Vincent Watts, fib, a senior 
partner with Andersen Consult- 
ing. has decided he has done his 
bit for the firm and now fancies a 
second career in academe. m 

He will take up his appoint- w 
meat in October on the retire- 
ment of Dame Elizabeth 
Esteve-Coll, who is stepping down 
because of ill health just two 
years into the job. 

Mr Wa its had to go through a 
three-month selection procedure 
to clinch the role, and heard of 
his success yesterday morning: 

“I've been at Andersen's for 33 
ycars, and l thought if Tm going 
to do anything else with my life, I 
should do it now." 

Mr Whits' recalls: “1 nearly be- 
came an academic when [.took 
ray degree at Cambridge in the 
Sixties. 1 did molecular biology It 
was a very, exciting time. The ge- 
netic code was being unravelled." 

- His job now will be rather more 
practical, in particular working £ 
out how the university can pay its w - 
way. .The Dearing Committee re- 
port on higher education funding 
is due out next week. 

How much of a culture shock 
will it be dealing with a scruffy lot 
of students after the elevated' 
wurld of Andersen Consulting? 

Mr Waits is unfazed; *T don't 
think it'll be a shock for me, I’Ve 
visited campuses a lot, recruiting 
for Andersen’s. Students are just 
very bright young people who are 
trying to make sense of life and 
• we're helping them do it.” 

Julian Jessop, an economist with 
Nikko, has just published EMU 
Briefing Number four, a research 
note which includes 14 questions 
and answers on Europe's mone- 
tary future. Mr Jessop's first ques- -I- 
tion is: “What is EMU anyway?” 

As one of ray colleagues, 
pointed out. tms sounds uncom- 
fortably dose to “Who cares?" 


John Willcock 



Foreign Exchange Rates 


Starting 

Country 

US 

Canada 

Germany 

Franca 

Italy 

Joan 

ECU 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Ireland 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Australia' 

Hong Kong 


Spot 1 month 3 months 


New 
Saud Arabia 
Singapore 


16846 16-16 

2-3159 6668 
29393 34-83 
93103366-257 
26647 04! 

18931 98-97 

14938 30-29 
60640163-165 
11191377-269 
33081 95-33 
11050 4-8 

12287331-322 
24821264-245 
12596248-239 
24633 106-105 
22665 9-3 

13042 T&-2 

42533 34-31 
24970 2-5 

63T85 37-33 
24183 40-44 


53-50 

203-197 

281-355 

625-789 

4-2 

295-291 

96-92 

520-501 

865-829 

2B9-201 

e-e 

1013-958 

962-893 

707-748 

320-315 

30-20 

103-46 

102-143 

2-W 

129-110 

153-MI 


Dollar 

Spot 

1000 

13743 

1*48 

58829 

17006 

11238 

11278 

35997 

66429 

19637 

15»5 

72936 

14734 

77144 

14563 

13454 

77421 

25246 

14823 

3.7508 

14355 


1 month 3 months 


32-31 

39- 33 
OB-TO 

174-179 

52-61 

14-15 

76-74 

T19-TS 

43-42 

8-7 

M7-142 

5-4 

93-88 

54-53 

3-1 

5- 6 

40- 50 
7-9 

6- 8 
T9-* 


8998 

H7-TB 

359-346 

465-490 

152-151 

46-47 

229-224 

365-355 

128-127 

18-16 

439419 

23-21 

289-279 

161-159 

8-7 

13-15 

125-146 

31-83 

15-19 

56-53 


D-Mark 

Spot 

0 5731 

0.7B79 

10000 

33716 

974610 

644057 

06062 

206307 

38073 

11255 

03759 

41602 

844452 

44214 

09347 

07771 

44372 

14470 

03485 

2.1497 

06227 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Argentina 
AiKtria 
Bead 
China 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

StarEng 

DoOar 

16646 

09999 

Nig era 

VGB88 

B4&000 

316820 

122776 

Oman 

06487 

03850 

IBV59 

10777 

Pakistan 

663069 

4Q4J95 

133717 

62913 

PhOppkias 

445683 

264500 

5.7254 

03995 

Pomgal 

296540 

176030 

67527 

51945 

Osar 

61330 

36415 

360530 

214000 

Fkrsse 

975952 

579200 

462054 

271.750 

Soufo Africa 

75402 

45390 

603003 

35.7950 

Tafwsn 

4704 52 

273200 

06092 

03022 

UAE 

6.1882 

36725 

s quoted high to low are a a dacount subtract from spat rate 


Ghana 

Greece 

hdia 

Kuwait 


Raw quoted tow to high are at a premium; add to spot rata 

'Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For Die latest foreign exchange rates can 0891 123 3033. 

CaHa cost 50p per minute. 


Interest Rates 


UK 


Germany 


US 


Japan 


Bass 

650% 

Discount 

250% 

Prime 

650% 

Discount 

050% 

France 


Lombard 

450% 

Discount 

500% 

Belgium 


hterventfon 

3m 

Canada 


Rad ftjnds 

550% 

Discount 

250% 

Italy 


Prime 

475% 

Spain 


Genual 

300% 

Discount 

625% 

Discount 

236% 

10-Day Repo 525% 

Switzerland 


Netfrertands 

Denmark 


Sweden 


Discount 

100% 

Advances 

290% 

Discount 

325% 

Repo (Are) 

410% 

Lombard 

na% 


Rond Yields 





HSBCMntaa nwmen 

Country 

Syr yta«% 

lOyr yWd% 

Country 

Syr yWd% 

10yr 

yMd-k 

UK 

7.0% 

7.11 

725% 

732 

Neltwtands92S% 

4.47 

5.78% 

547 

US 

6.63% 

B.14 

625% 

Q25 

Spain 

730% 

538 

735% 

522 


560% 

1.82 

230% 

245 

Italy 

825% 

5.37 

575% 

635 


10.0% 

630 

B.75% 

670 

Bdgmm 

9.0% 

436 

828% 

531 


8.0% 

4.58 

60% 

53* 

Sweden 

132% 

536 

630% 

646 

Prance 

475% 

443 

5J0% 

648 

BCU0AT 

6.0% 

437 

530% 

587 

Ttafr cMnJMrtun tad Omk 


imureeaaiwa 



Money Market Rates 
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u Information professionals rank 
Financial Times Information as the most 
Important UK business information provider” 


Annual Business Information Surety 1996, 
Headland Busne^tnfaraifik*! 


F inancial Tones Information provides online information 
from over 5,000 business sources comprising 4? million 
documents, as wd! as a database of 3J mfllian securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 

fonnore nSfonuatioii contact Andrew Hoot oil +44 171 SE5 8420, 
QT Bgaifc tnfoffltcom Rx-ftec samples ofaurseTvbe^risir our website: 

hop-JMwwjnfoIUxm/ 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
information 


FINSTAT ■ instant PC acces to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information* 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliax@ft.com 
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Afier sialic or slightly declining 
ma^ through Ihe 199fc, private 
tnedical mairance sales increased 
last year, according to Laing & 
Buisson, ihc healthcare market 
. analysis. Director William Laing 
described the development as 
merely green shoots, that might 
yet be flattened by the Budget's 
abolition of tax relief on PMI for 
-the elderly. 

Despite sluggish demand new 
providers have' piled into the 
market putting established 
p/ayers underpressure. One of 
latest into fray is RAC Insurance 
Services, bcttCT known for 
motor insurance, which 
launched its healthcare insur- 
ance ii) April. 

Around 6.5 million people 
have PMI cover, 60 per cent of 
them, through company sche- 
mes. Despite the problems of 
the NHS, efforts to sell PMI 
more- widely have been harn- 
• pered by rising costs. 

Peter Dalby, managing direc- 
tor of Prime Health, points out 
that high medical inflation, 
. driven by constantly improving 
medical technology, combined 
with rising claims have led most 
insurers Lo post double-digit 
. increases in the cost of premi- 
ums this year. “People are 
becoming more sophisticated in 
how they use insurance and they 
are using it more,** he says. 

Medical insurers have 
responded with a variety of 
schemes to keep PMI afford- 
able. Excesses, whereby subscri- 
bers pay an agreed amount 
towards treatment in exchange 
for a reduction in premium, and 
no-claims discounts are 
favoured methods. 

BUPA and PPP are encour- 
aging customers to use a limited 
number of preferred hospitals 
and so create a virtuous circle 
of cost-effectiveness. 

BVPA customers in 
BUPACare and Essential Care 
plans receive credits to a 
Health Fund in exchange for 
using a network hospital. The 
1 credits up to the value of 8 per 
T cent of their net subscriptions 
can be used towards buying a 
range, of. BUPA services 
including dental cover, critical 
illness coyer, travel insurance 
and enhanced benefits at 


certain health and fitness clubs. 

Excluding outpatient treat- 
ment is another favoured 
method of keeping down pre- 
mtwens. Norwich Union's budget 
policy Personal Care excludes 
outpatient consultations other 
than for radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. Premiums can 
be 40 per cent less than those 
of NUFs comprehensive 
Express Care policy. 

Hybrid policies are also 
coming into vogue as a way of 
keeping premiums low and 
meeting today’s healthcare 
needs. Legal & General's Life- 
time Healthcare Plan provides 
personal accident cover, cash 
benefits for dental, optical and 
other treatments, and PMI. but 
only for non-emergency condi- 
tions. The NHS is left to sort out 
emergencies. 

As well as battling against 
rising costs, growing competi- 
tion and loss of tax incentives, 
medical insurers are at odds 
with themselves over the way 
they do business. Moratorium 
underwriting, which the Office 
of Fair Trading recommended 
should be abandoned when it 
reported on the health insur- 
ance market a year ago, still 
divides them. 

Moratorium underwriting 
does not require policyholders 
to make a medical declaration, 
but does not cover pre-existing 
conditions until two treatment 
and advice-free years have 
elapsed after the policy is taken 
out. The alternative -fuD under- 
writing at the point of sale - 
states dearly which pre-existing 
conditions are not covered and 
will not be covered in the future. 

Long established provident 
insurers like BUM, PPP and 
BCWA are opposed to the 
moratorium approach not least 
because it has helped new- 
comers Norwich Union and 
Prime Health to gain market 
share quickly. BCWA's sales 
and marketing director Philip 
Fowles says it is unethical 
because the consumer is kept in 
the dark and only knows what 
he is covered for when he 
makes a claim. Norwich Union 
and Prime Health disagree. 
They claim it benefits 
consumers who are covered 
for pre-existing conditions after 
two years.- • - 


Paying more to go private 


CHANCELLOR of the Exche- 
quer Gordon Brown last week 
allocated an extra £l.2bn to 
patient care within the National 
Health Service. The money will 
only be forthcoming if hospitals 
agree to administrative reforms 
which include dis mantling the 
internal market and cutting red 
tape. The additional funding 
takes the total injection of cash 
to the NHS to £2bn next year. 

Mr Brown’s Budget gave to 
the public sector, but took from 
the private sector. The expected 
abolition of tax relief on private 
medical insurance for those 
aged 60 and above will save the 
Treasury £140m a year. The 
Chancellor argued that the 


Alison Eadie introduces a special report with a look at how the 
over 60s will see their premiums rise as a result of the Budget 


d by 
1989 


Conservatives in 1989 to 
persuade people to take out 
private insurance, bad not 
worked and was a perk for the 
few who did not need it anyway. 
The money would be better 
spent on more people, be 
argued. 

The 600.000 elderly people 
who have PMI cover will now 
see premiums rise by 30 percent 
when they renew their insurance 
over the next year. BUPA, the 
largest medical insurer, said 
an average 60-year-old with 
BUPA SeniorC-are would have 
to pay £65 a month instead of 
£50 at present after tax relief. 

Medical insurance companies 
have warned that the NHS will 
suffer from lengthening waiting 
lists if elderly people decide not 
to renew their insurance. Peter 
Dalby, managing director of 
Prime Health, said: “The go- 
vernment's move to withdraw 
tax relief comes days after the 
British Medical Association 
warned the NHS will face a 
crisis this winter, with hospitals 



Cradle to grave: with the NHS strapped for cash, many prefer to take out their own insurance Photograph: Brian Harris 


reduced lo emergency services * 
only and waiting lists hitting 
record levels as the NHS runs 
out of money.” 

The extra funding for the 
NHS kicks in next year, but Dr 
Sandy Macara, chairman of the 
BMA, pointed out that the 
difficult winter months still lay 
ahead. He proposed that the 
extra £1 60m raised in a full year 
from the sharp hike in tobacco 
tax should be allocated to a fire- 
fighting fund to get the NHS 
through the winter. 


Medical insurers have warned 
that up to 30 per cent of the 
elderly with PMI cover may 
cancel their policies which could 
add 3,000 individuals to the hip 
and knee replacement waiting 
lists alone next year. 

Prime Health points out this 
would add 31,000 days of ac- 
commodation costs to the NHS 
before medical costs were 
considered. Its experience shows 
that between 80 and 100 per 
cent of premiums paid by the 
over 60s goes on claims and 


conditions like hip replace- 
ments, cataract removal and 
prostrate operations are 
increasing by 30 per cent each 
year. 

Such statistics might en- 
courage the view that medical 
insurers must surely want to get 
rid of their elderly subscribers, 
but they are fighting hard to 
keep them. Helplines are avail- 
able for subscribers to ring in 
and discuss tbeir options if they 
think they wiD not looger be able 
to afford their PML Insurers are 


responding by offering budget 
policies instead of comprehen- 
sive ones and by suggesting 
subscribers take out higher 
excesses. Excesses give 
discounts off the full premium 
in exchange for subscribers 
agreeing to pay the first £100, 
£200 or even £500 towards 
medical treatment. 

Norwich Union is confident 
that by using such options 9S per 
cent of its customers need not 
pay more for their insurance 
despite losing their tax relief. It 


and some other medical insurers 
arc using the Budget abolition 
of tax relief as a marketing 
opportunity to ny and win busi- 
ness away from other insurers. 

.Although in the short term 
the private healthcare industry 
may feci adverse effects from 
last week's Budget, m the longer 
term it is more confident. Mr 
Dalby points out that the 
Labour government has raised 
the issue of further privatisation 
with ideas like charges for 
hospital stays and GP visits 
being finaiei “The private and 
public sector need to work 
together.” be adds. 

The private sector already 
carries out 28 per cent of all hip 
operations, which cost around 

£6.500. and 20 per cent of all 
heart operations. Heart bypass 
surgery costs around £1 1,700. 

The government has so far 
said little about (he private 
healthcare market, although its 
boost to NHS funding indi- 
cates clearly its desire to 
improve public services. As 
well as cash for patient care. Mr 
Brown announced a new 
hospital building programme 
based on the Private Finance 
Initiative, a partnership with the 
private sector. A programme lor 
action is being prepared by 
NHS chief executive Alan Lang- 
lands. but the government is not 
looking to cause major up- 
heavals in the health service 
which it feels suffered too much 
change under the Conservatives. 

Traditionally private health 
provision and insurance have 
flourished under Labour 
governments, despite Labour’s 
stronger support for public 
services. The private healthcare 
market will be hoping Ibat 
history wifi repeat itself. 


Long-term care seekers await new line from Labour 


Andrew Geldard 


age ir 

cast a further shadow on the 
embryonic market for long term 
care (LTC) insurance. 

The issue of protecting your 
assets, most notably the home, 
from bang swallowed up should 
you need professional care 
when retired |»rew in promi- 
nence earlier tins year when the 
previous government published 
its plans to encourage private 
LTC insurance. 

With 25 per cent of the popu- 
lation set to be over 65 by the 


year 2034, and an estimated 
quarter of those likely to suffer 
an illness or disability needing 
residential or full time nursing 
care, the plan was a recognition 
that the state will not have the 
resources to foot the total bDL 
At present, funding for long 
term care is provided by local 
authorities who make contri- 
butions based on the financial 
merits of each case. They are 
obliged to provide care costs in 
full where the individual's assets, 
including the family home,~are 
less than £10,000. They will 
subsidise cost for someone with 


assets, valued at up to £16,000, 
while they have the legal right 
to expect anyone over this limit 
to meet their own costs. 

These costs wifi be expected 
to come from savings, pension 
income and, ultimately, the 
house. As the costs of being in 
a nursing or residential home 
can be up to £30,000 a year, this 
oould drain assets accumulated 
over a lifetime very quickly. 

However, while the market 
dearly exists for insurance to 
offset this growing problem, 
the government’s failure to 
clarify, its position on, elderly 


welfare has resulted in the LTC 
insurance market remaining 
small. Rather than take the 
plunge, many people are simply 
adopting a wait-and-see attitude 
in case the government an- 
nounces a direction malting 
LTC insurance unnecessary. 

The last government’s plans 
involved a partnership between 
the state, the individual and the 
financial services industry. This 
scheme involved ring fencing 
£1.50 of someone's assets for 
£1.00 of private care insurance 
taken out, enabling, for 
example, £45,000 of assets being 


protected from the means-test 
applied by the local authority if 
that person had purchased LTC 
cover of £30,000. 

This plan was shelved as not 
far reaching enough following 
Labour's election victory and it 
is unlikely to publish alternative 
plans until the findings are 
revealed of a proposed royal 
commission investigation into 
care in the community. With this 
process likely to take years 
rather than months, it leaves the 
LTC market in a quandary. 

With the market climate still 
ambiguous, only a handful of 


providers have emerged with 
policies lo cover all or part of the 
cost of nursing or residential 
home care. These include CU. 
PPP, BUPA Scottish Amicable 
and Abbey Life who offer 
regular premium or lump sum 
policies which trigger benefit 
payouts when the policy holder 
becomes unable to undertake 
certain “daily activities" like 
walking, bathing and using the 
lavatory.Once cover is triggered, 
they receive a pre-set amount of 
benefits each month for care at 
their home or be moved to a 
residential or nursing home. 
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Call Prime Health 
and you could 
save up to 
£200 on your 
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Saving money doesn't mean 
compromising cover. Unlike 
some other plaits of a similar 
price, Primecart places no 
financial fimits on surgeons’ 
and anaesthetists’ fees, 
tod unlike some others, we 
even offer you a no-claims 
discount of up 

Why pay more than you need? 

Prime Health 
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You’re amazing. 
From just £15 

A MONTH we’ll HELP YOU 
STAY THAT WAY. 
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BUPA membership starts from 
just £15 a month. As a member, you 
could have cover for prompt, private 
treatment, with ail the benefits 
of choice, comfort and personal 
attention as well as an individual 
reward scheme. 


For more information about 
BUPA, simply telephone free on the 
number below or send the completed 
coupon to BUPA, FREEPOST, Kingston 
upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6BR. 


0800 600 500 


Quoting ref. 39 19 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Mfcs/Ms) 


Address. 


Postcode . 


Telephone rosy) , 
Date of birth — 


telephone (Evening). 


_ Dateofbinhofeldesuobecovered 


Are you an existing BUPA member? YesO NoQ 

You're amazing. We warn you to stay that way. 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 


Sore tongue 
spelled cancer 


Alison Eadie 


David Donoghue, a 50-year-old 
management consultant from 
Sevenoafcs in Kent, thought his 
sore tongue was due to sharp 
teeth rubbing against it and 
asked his dentist to file them 
down. However, his demist was 
not convinced and sent him to 
a hospital consultant fora fur- 
ther check. After an x-ray fol- 
lowed by a biopsy -a small piece 
of tongue was removed - Mr 
Donoghue was told by one of 
the country's leading maxillo-fa- 
ciu! consultants that be bad 
cancer of the tongue. 

The news was unwelcome 
but Mr Donoghue was fortunate 
in being a member of Denplan, 
which provides insurance cover 
for private treatment of oral can- 
cer up to a ceiling of £12,000 for 
those aged 60 and under. Den- 
plan's dental cover includes 
checks bv its dentists for oral 
cancer. The check of the tongue, 
inside and outside of the lips and 
the glands in the neck, takes only 
two minutes, but can be life sav- 


ing. Mr Donoghue had surgery 
kst November to remove pan 
of his tongue and replace it with 
dssuefrom his wrist The nerves 
to the new bit of tongue were 
connected through the neck 
“singmicro-surgeiy. 

"One of the great advantages 
of Denplan 's oral cancer cover 
for me was the provision of pri- 
vate room facilities in hospital” 
says Mr Donoghue. 

After a long convalescence, 

Mr Donoghue' has regained his 


powers of speech and is a re- 
form 


?rmed character. He has giv- 
en up cigars and alcohol has lost 
weight and is drinking organic 


spinach juice. Cigar and pipe 
ticidarh 


Smoking, particularly if com- 
bined with significant alcohol 
consumption, is viewed as a one 
of the prime causes of oral can- 
cer. 

Mr Donoghue has been giv- 
en the all clear by his surgeon. 
His advice as a result of his ex- 
perience is. “‘Don’t smoke, 
drink only in moderation - and 
don't put off seeing your 
dentist.” 



Dental care costs 
set to stay painful 


It hurts - but does It work? British dentists believe the NHS Is seriously under-funded 


The British Dental Association's 
12-point plan for improving 
the nation’s oral health calls on 
the government to put more 
resources into National Health 
Service denial practices and to 
re-introduce free NHS check- 
ups. 

Bill Allen, chairman of the 
BDA's council, says: “The 
government needs to recog- 
nise there is insufficient funding 
to provide a comprehensive 
service for all patients under the 
NHS. It roust provide the addi- 
tional resources necessary and 
target those resources so that 
NriS denial treatment con- 
tinues to be available in high 
street practices.” 

Although the Labour govern- 
ment earmarked more money 
for the NHS in last week's 
Budget, nothing was said specif- 
ically about demisuy. For the 
moment the drift to private 
dental practice looks set to 
continue. One in three people 
already has difficulty finding an 
NHS dentist in their area, ac- 
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With an expert health check every two 
years, our plans look after you inside out. 



PPP healthcare’s Key Plan looks after you even when you’re fit and well 
You see, it actually includes an expert Health Check every two years after you join. 
Of course, these checks may simply confirm you’re every bit as well as you feel. But they 
can also help you to identify and, if necessary, arrange treatment for any 
problems before they become more serious. 

There are many more good reasons to join PPP healthcare. Like 
immediate access to private in-patient hospital treatment and cover for 
out-patient surgical procedures. 


FIRST 


FREE 


You’ll also enjoy access to our freephone 24-hour Health Information Line ... all 
from around just £13 a month. 

For your frill PPP healthcare Key Plan information pack and personal quotation, call 
us now or complete and return the coupon below. If you want immediate cover we can 
arrange that for you too - just call us today. 


Call now and get your first month free 


0800 33 55 55 


Ref. 6560 


A 5% discount for annual payment - plus an extra 5% discount in the first year if you take advantage of 
immediate cover and pay by credit card. (8am-8pm wee kdays, 9am- 1 pm Saturdays.) Calls may be recorded. 


j Send fora free no-obligation quotation now to: PPP healthcare, FREEPOST, PPP house. Upperion Road. Eastbourne.' | 
, East Sussex BN21 1 LH. Net site: wsvw.ppphealthcare.co.uk Code: Ref. 6560 


(Mr/Mrs/Mlss/Ms). 


Name. 


, Address . 


.Postcode 


Telephone No. (Day). 


.(Evening). 


Dace of Birth 


(ZrnpOTTanf- ut nnuttx j rsrym * quotation without this date.) 


Name of other adult to be included 


Date of Birth 


Number of children under 21 to be included. 
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If you already have 3 current healthcare policy, please give us your renewal dace. 


PPP healthcare - 


WOULD PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE PROMOTIONAL MAILINGS FROM OTHER COMPANIES. D 
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Alison Eadie looks at the 
options for private dentistry 



cording to a BDA survey. Thai 
figure rises to one in two in 
south-east England. 

Many dentists new limit NHS 
work to children and other 
exempt patients and charge 
non-exempt adults the full cost 
of treatment rather than Ihe 80 
per cent they pay under the 
NHS. 

The shift towards private 
practice has triggered the 
growth of payment schemes 
designed to help patients budget 
for rising dental costs. The 
largest plans are run by private 
health insurers PPP, BUPA and 
Norwich Union. There are also 
locally- run plans like Highland 
Dental Plan covering 58 dentists 
in the Scottish Highlands. 

Unlike private medical insur- 
ance. where premiums can be 
paid for years without claims 
being made, dental capitation 
schemes charge for expected 
treatment. In most plans a 
dentist assesses a patient's oral 
health and contracts to treat 
diem in the future for an agreed 
monthly sum. Most plans also 
include worldwide insurance 
for accident and emergency 
treatment up to certain speci- 
fied limits. 

Denplan, owned by PPP. and 
BUPA DentaJCover have five 
fee categories in which patients 
arc placed according ro the 
state of their teeth and the loca- 
tion of the practice. Denplan 
says more than 90 per cent of 
its S5&000 patients pay between 
£5 and £15 a month. BUPA 
DentaJCover puis its range at £6 
to £19 for most patients with the 
average around £1 1.50. 

Monthly payments cover 
routine work like check-ups, fill- 
ings. x-rays and extractions. 
Both Denplan and BUPA 
exclude the laboratory costs of 
making crowns and' bridges, 
but include the dentist's lime 
spent on major restorative work. 
BUPA gives the option of 
excluding restorative work from 
monthly payments to keep 
payments lower. Both schemes 
include checks for ora) cancer, 
which is on the increase world- 
wide. 

Norwich Union Dental Care 
works differently as it deter- 
mines fee levels rather than the 
dentist and can be joined 
without an oral assessment. It 
offers four levels of cover and 
three geographical cost areas. 
Plan One covers check-ups, 
scale and polish, x-rays and 
accident and emergency cover 
and costs £7.45 a month in 
London, but £6 in rural 


Scotland. Plan Four extends to 
bridges and dentures and costs 
up to H7 a month. 

Accident and emergency 
cover varies. Denplan provides 
up to £300 per claim for emer- 
gency treatment worldwide, up 
to £10.0110 for treatment 
resulting from a sports or miMur 
accident and £50 cash for every 
night spent in hospital due to 
dental treatment. 

Densurc, a smaller national 
capitation scheme which like 
Norwich Union offers set levels 
of cover, docs not include any 
A&E insurance. Complete 
Direct Care, another national 
capitation scheme, has a £75 
ceiling on emergency treat- 
ment. 

Ctinidcnt. owned by private 
medical insurer Clinicarc, 
charges for insurance sepa- 
rately from monthly capitation 
payments. Individuals pay £24 
a year and groups, which can 
include a married couple, £22 
each a year. For this they receive 
up to £3,000 A&E cover for 
extra and irura oral trauma in 
European Union countries only, 
plus redundancy and sickness 
cover for treatment up to 17 5 
a month. NHS denial patients 
can take out just the insurance. 
Private patients are slotted into 
one of ID CJinidcnt fee bands 
depending on their state of 
ora) health. 

Capitation schemes help 
spread the cost of dental treat- 
ment. but are not for everyone. 
The BDA soys: “Patients need 
to think carefully about Ihe 
cost -effectiveness' of joining 0 
plan and should discuss it with 
their dentist." It points out that 
those only visiting the dentist 
once or twice a year may find 
it cheaper to pay as they go. The 
choice of plan also depends on 
the dentist. Patients wanting a 
particular plan can only choose 
from dentists who offer the 
plan in question. 

More than half of Ihe nearly 
21,000 general dental practi- 
tioners in the UK do not offer 
capitation schemes. Denplan 
has 5.500 dentists. BUPA 3.000 
and Norwich Union i5D0, but 
there is considerable overlap as 
dentists can sign up with more 
than one plan provider. 

Insurance offers an alterna- 
tive method of paying for dental 
care. Some de luxe private 
medical insurance policies, like 
Clinkare’s Carte Blanche, cover 
routine dentistry. Health care 
cash plans also provide cash 
towards dental treatment up to 
specified annual limits. 
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Down - but not 
out of pocket 


for vo 1 


"Nidi l :■(, 


Lee Rodwell 


Restaurateurs Keith and Nicola 
Braidwood from Dairy, 
Ayrshire, are realists. That's 
why they have critical illness 
insurance rover with BUPA 
Keith, 31, and Nicola, 29, hope 
they'll never need to claim, 
“'But because we’re a two-man 
operation with just two part- 
time staff we’d need something 
to fall back on if either of us 
became critically ill." 

The couple are. no doubt, 
aware of the statistics. One in 
four men and one in five women 
between 20 and 40 today will 
suffer a critical illness before 
they reach retirement age. Yet 
the chances of survival are 
good. Nearly half of all heart 
attack patients, for example, live 
for another 13 years. “It costs 
about £47 a month and initially 
tins felt quite a lot for something 
we might never need," admits 
Mr Braidwood. “But recent 
illness in the family made us 
appreciate how important it is. 
However young you are. you 
never can tcU." 

BUPA have just launched 
two new critical illness plans - 
a stand-alone product and 
another with life cover - which 
complement their existing range 
of insurance schemes for health 
care and medical services. 

Although some 70 companies 
now sell a range of critical 
illness insurance, the main 
players are still the insurance 
arms of banks and building 
societies since critical illness 
cover is often sold with life cover 
10 accompany a mortgage. How- 
ever, people who have not 
moved home or changed mort- 
gages for a while may be 
unaware that such cover exists. 

So what is it? Regular 
monthly premiums caver policy- 
holders for a tax-free, non- 
returnable, lumpsum if they arc 
diagnosed as suffering from a 
range of specified diseases or 
conditions. Cover includes the 
big three critical illnesses - 
cancer, heart attacks and strokes 
- and although policies vary. 


most cover major organ trans- 
plants, coronary artery bypass 
surgery and kidney failure. 

The aim is to provide cash 
which wiQ not only help pay the 
mortgage and other bills in the 
wake of a critical illness, but 
could go towards the cost of 
medical carp., home alterations 
such as installing a chair lift, 
switching to an automatic car or 
even moving to a bungalow. 

Premiums vary from com- 
pany to company, are generally 
adjusted upwards with age, and 
inevitably depend on a number 
of factors, including the amount 
of protection you choose, your 
age. your medical history and 
the term you select. The latter 
could reflect, for instance, the 
remaining lerra of your mort- 
gage or the point you hope your 
children will be off your bands. 

A non-smoking- male who is 
30 next birthday could pay, for 
example, £15.83 a month to be 
covered for £50,000 for the 
next 25 years with BUPA’s 
Standalone Critical Illness 
Cover. Or he could pay £15-55 
a month for £J 00.000 worth of 
cover for the next ten years with 
a Black Horse Life Assurance 
living Cover policy. 

Sales of critical illness in- 
surance have been growing 
(helped by the housing market 
up-ium) and there are some 
1.25 million policies currently ini 
force in the UK. However* 
Employers Reassurance: 
International, the largest re- 
insurer of UK critical illness po*' 
iieies, say younger people, whan 
this kind of insurance could' 
benefit, often ignore it. 

Shirley Mansfield, marketing- 
manager for Black . HonW- 
Financial Services, the Uoyds ' 
Bank subsidiary, agrees:- 
“Younger people stiff tend to 
associate critical illness cover \ritfi 

cancer or heart attacks -and they 

can’t relate to that. Blit it 
provides cover for permanent dfi- 
ability. That indudts spotting aiw 
road accidents - where young* 
people may be involved. laifrL 
in 1996, 18 per cent of t»r 
claimants were under 36" 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 



ie wno can never work full-time again after an operation ofen think that the state will provide - but the level of support is very low 

Don’t add poverty to injury 


Andrew Geldard 

Although we would like to be- 
lieve it were possible, it's un- 

3 our entire careers will be 
ected by til health. For 
most it will be a temporary in- 
convenience, but for others it 
will create financial havoc. 
Each year l.S million people are 
off work for six months or more 
and the chances of this hap- 
pening during your career are 
about one in six. 

To compound the situation, 
employers rarely guarantee-side 
pay beyond a few months and 
the plight is even worse for the 
self-employed. Support from 
the state for a long term inca- 
pacity is just meant to provide 
a basic safety net. Under its in- 
capacity henefit, where a 
claimant's eligibility is first as- 
sessed by an independent 


board, an adult is entitled to 
£47.10 a week for the first 28 
weeks, which rises to £55.70 and 
then £6Z45 after 53 weeks. 

With state support so de- 
risory, how can you insure 
against a long term illness or in- 
jury affecting your Irving stan- 
dards? This is where permanent 
health insurance (PHI) comes 
in. After an agreed period of de- 
ferment, it replaces a certain 
percentage of lost earning with 
a monthly, tax free income 
which will usually continue to 
pay out until retirement if you - 
never work again. 

However, while there is a 
dear need for PHI, sales of this 
product have been sluggish and 
it is estimated that only 10 per 
cent of the working population 
have this cover. 

This has been attributed to 
a number of feet ois. There is the 


traditional attitude of "it won’t 
happen to me" or the mis con- 
ception that the state will pro- 
vide the necessary aid. mien ■ 
the person does dedde to take 
out ill health cover, they often 
choose critical illness as pre- 
miums are often cheaper and 
the tax free lump sum is seen as 
more attractive. 

However, critical illness cov- 
er (CIC), which pays out on di- 
agnoses of a serious medical 
condition induded in the poli- 
cy, is meant to compliment 
PHI, not act as a replacement 
QC will not provide benefit if 
you cannot work through an ac- 
cident or if you suffer from 
stress, hack problems or repet- 
itive strain injury. Crucially, you 
may be incapadtated for years 
and a lump sum from CIC may 
pay off the mortgage but won't 
provide an ongoing income. 


Another problem which has 
affected PHI sales is that, un- 
like CIC, it is a relatively com- 
plex product. Premiums are 
based on age, sex and occupa- 
tion and the benefit will not cov- 
er all of your earnings. As the 
insurer has to assess your risk 
potential, the process of be- 
coming a policyholder is often 
protracted 

When claims are assessed, 
policy and medical conditions 
are open to interpretation 
which sometimes results in in- 
surers refusing to pay, or pay- 
ing a reduced sum if it discovers 
the policyholder is over in- 
sured WhDe these instances are 
not common, it does fuel pub- 
lic wariness towards PHI when 
reports appear in the papers. 

Yet the payout of ml ben- 
efit needs to have strict condi- 
tions and deferment periods* 


— 25 

private health care 

Alternative methods 
make their mark 


according to Peter Timberlake, 
Legal & General's communi- 
cations manager for life and 
healthcare, "If PHI policies 
were to pay out instantly for 
anything from a common cold 
to a headache, premiums would 
rocket PHI should be seen as 
a solution to the financial prob- 
lems caused by a long term ill- 
ness or injury preventing you 
from working." 

The deferment periods of 
PHTpolides last from between 
four weeks to one year, and pre- 
miums depend on what defer- 
ment period the policyholder 
chooses. 

Therefore, it is important to 
strike the right balance be- 
tween premium price and what 
you consider will be the maxi- 
mum period before your loss of 
earnings starts to effect your 
lifestyle. 


Surveys suggest that one in 
four people regularly use some 
form of what's come to be 
oiled complementary thera- 
py. And thus enthusiasm is not 
restricted to punters. Four out 
of ten GPs offer their patients 
complementary therapy and 
three out of four fund-holding 
practices would like to see com- 
plementary medicine available 
under the NHS, according to 
the Consumers’ Association . 

"People who use comple- 
mentary therapies tend to be 
mindly class and middle-aged 
, and the overwhelming number 
of them are women," says Pro- 
fessor Adrian Ftirnham, pro- 
fessor of psychology at 
University College London and 
author of a recently published 

book Complementary Medicine; 
a Research Perspective. “Their 
conditions tend to be chronic 
rather than acute, things like 
headache, insomnia and arthri- 
tis. If someone finds a lump in 
their breast they'll go to their 
doctor not an aromatherapist/ 1 

The chief reason why people 
turn to a complementary thera- 
pist, according to professor 
Furnham, is disillusionment 
with doctors -particularly when 
their condition is one for which 
medicine can do little, such as 
backpain. In addition, they may 
bold anti-scientific views ana 
disagree with doctors as to the 
origins of their disease. They 
may also distrust the power of 
the medical profession, dislike 
the reliance on drugs and high' 
tech machinery and desire a 
holistic approach that includes 
psychalogwal insight and phys- 
ical touch. 

There are well over a hun- 
dred different complementary 
therapies. Some are thousands 
of years old, like Chinese med- 
icine (the use of herbs to bal- 
ance vital body energy). Others 
have been in existence for less 
than a century, like the Alexan- 
der technique (the improve- 
ment of bodily posture). 

The five most popular ther- 
apies are osteopathy (manipu- 
lation of bones, joints, muscles 
and other soft tissues), fol- 
lowed by chiropractic (manip- 
ulation of joints and muscles), 
homoeopathy (treatment by 


Judy Sadgrove reports on less 
conventional forms of healthcare 


minute doses of a substance 
which produces symptoms sim- 
ilar to the ones distressing ihe 
patient), acupuncture (the in- 
sertion of needles to restore the 
body's vital energy balance) 
and herbal medicine. 

These have all gained wide- 
spread acceptance and the first 
four can all be obtained under 
the NHS, despue the scepticism 
of some doctors. Acupuncture 
is used in all pain clinics. Os- 
teopathy and chriopractic are 
both regulated by law to protect 
people from unqualified prac- 
titioners. And there are five 
NHS homoeopathic hospitals in 


6 People are 
happy to pay 
for the time, 
the touch 5 


Ihe UK. 

Healin g , however, is one of 
the most widely available ther- 
apies of all (there are an esti- 
mated 33,000 healers in the UK) 
and it's often carried out com- 
pletely free of charge. This is be- 
cause many healers believe 
payment to be an abuse of 
their ability power to channel 
healing energies. 

Heating apart, you can expea 
to pay a complementary thera- 
pist anything from £15 to £60 or 
more per session, which may last 
up to an hour or more, partic- 
ularly for a first visa! when the 
therapist carries out an in- 
depth interview about the pa- 
tient's perceived problem and 
his or her lifestyle, personal his- 
tory, psychological profile and 
betters about health. 

“After all, the average con- 
sultation with a GP hsts just sev- 
en minutes," points out 
Professor Furnham. “So people 


are very happy to pay for the 
lime, the touch, the whole-per- 


son approach and a nice sur- 
gery. Satisfaction depends on 
the "patient, the problem and the 
practitioner. But its surprisingly 
high, much higher than its is for 
orthodox medicine. 

Researchers are continuing 
their efforts to verify the efficacy 
of many therapies, since the ev- 
idence that they work is thin on 
the ground in many cases. But 
science may never be able to 
evaluate the true benefits of a 
treatment when it's coupled 
with a relaxing 45 minutes spent 
talking through problems to a 

sympathetic listener. 

Complementary therapy is 
widely believed to be gentle and 
safe. But there have been sev- 
eral scares. Some of the im- 
ported herbs used in Chinese 
medicine haw been found to be 
toxic as n result of contamina- 
tion. Some of the Western herbs 
used by herbalists have been 
identified as carrying a poten- 
tial risk to health - pennyroyal 
can cause miscarriage, bear- 
berry has been linked with liv- 
er damage and other plans 
react badly with particular 
drugs. And there have been re- 
ports that acupuncture has 
caused infections, punctured 
lungs and lost needle fragments 
later retrieved from kidneys, 
spines and beans. 

So is complemenlaiy therapy 
potentially dangerous? “There’s 
a lot of talk about adverse re- 
actions," says Dr George Le- 
wiih, of the Centre for the 
Study of Complementary Med- 
icine in Southampton and Lon- 
don. “But hospital wards are 
not foil of patients harmed by 
herbal medicine and acupunc- 
ture. They are full of people 
with all sorts of problems 
caused by conventional medi- 
cine. The risks of complemen- 
tary medicine are very Jaw." 

In general, patient satisfac- 
tion is extremely high. But there 
is wide variation in the training 
of compleraeutaiy therapists, 
and very little regulation in 
place to protect the patient 
from the unskilled practitioner. 
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Insure to get the 
best medical care 
for your family 

Norwich Union Healthcare offers convenience, 
reliability and value for money, says Gayle Small 


A sk any member of the public what 
would* be their ideal form of health 
care provision and two main issues are 
certain to come to the fore. The first. test. of 
a decent service, particularly for anyone with 
a young family, is that they should receive the 
best health care available. The second is that 
the service should be available immediately, 
as and when it is needed. 

In a perfect world, the National Health Ser- 
vice would be able to meet these key concerns, 
delivering top-quality care at times that suit 
your needs and those erf your family, so that 
you remain in control of what is happening. 
Unfortunately, this is becoming less and less 
possible nowadays. 

Everyone now acknowledges that the NHS, 
while still providing excellent care in the rase 
of serious medical emergencies, is stretched 

very thin. _ 

At the end of December 1996, there were 
almost 1.1 million people wailing to be admit- 
ted to NHS hospitals. Of these, nearly 21,000 
had been w'airing for more than a year, 
despite strenuous efforts by the Govern- 
ment to cut waiting lists. 

Furthermore, about 60 per cent Of people 
wailing to be seen by a consultant are wait- 
ing forever four weeks. ... . 

The reality is that it is becoming harder and 
harder not just to be given an early admission 
date to a hospital, but even to Have certain 
types of care delivered bv the NHS. 

" Meanwhile, these so-called -^on-urgent 
cases can have a devastating effect on your 
life or that of vour loved ones: procedures 
such as hip replacement operations are a good 

eX priwUe medical insurance (PMI) offers the 
ability to avoid lhe problems associated with 

! °lf rivesyou a range of important benefits, 
including choice - the opportunity to choose 
the hospital or medical facility to suit your 
needs. Often, you can even choose the con- 
sultant vou want to treat you. 

The principle of choice exiends to select- 
ing the rimes you want to be seen when 
vou want to be treated, causing minimum dis- 
ruption io your work and family iuc. 

Equally important is the notion of comfort, 
the opportunity to relax in an environmen tn 
which your wishes are paramount, where the 
efforts of these around you are aimed at n3Cer 

foe vour needs. . 

The effect of .««* service can be aston- 


ishing: peace and quiet, together with the 
knowledge that prompt and courteous ser- 
vice are being provide! can be as important 
to the process of recovery as the medical : 
treatment itself. 

The key to PMI is obtaining good value 
for money. Norwich Union Healthcare poli- 
cies; offered ty one of Britain’s major insur- 
ance companies, offer a range to suit every- 
one.. Norwich Union policies are simple to 
understand and join and their most widely 
affordable scheme gives cover to a family of 
five, where parents are below the age of 40 
and children are under 16, for as little as £55 
a month. In fact, you only pay for the first 
child. 

Unlike some schemes, no complicated 
medical is required before you join, while 
Norwich Union Healthcare offers a triple 
guarantee: there is no annual limit to the value 
of cover for eligible treatment, to the num- 
ber of times you can claim and there are no 
age limits. 

Norwich Union Healthcare also offers 
the piece of mind of a 24-hour medical 
helpline staffed by trained nurses who can 
answer your queries, on all Personal Care 
policies. 

As for choice-you can elect to have treat- 
ment at more than 350 hospitals throughout 
Britain, with most bills, settled directly 
between Norwidt Union Healthcare and the 
hospital concerned. 

For families, the second and subsequent 
child are free of charge up to the age of 20, 
while new parents receive maternity cash ben- 
efits of £100 per pregnancy, as long as the 
mother is a policyholder. New-born babies are 
automatically entitled to free cover for three 
months. 

Norwich Union Healthcare is so confident 
that you can’t get a better deal elsewhere, that 
it offers a 60-day money-back guarantee if you 
find a comparable policy elsewhere at a 
cheaper price. 

If you want more information on all aspects 
of PMI cover, including income protection 
and dental care Norwich Union Healthcare 
is offering a free, independently-written 48- 
page guide with everything you need to 
know. 

Call freephone 0800 424342, quoting ref 
ADC right away for your copy. 

In years to come, youTl wonder how you 
and your family could have done without PMI 
through Norwich Union Healthcare. 



Your family looks to you for help. Norwich Union Healthcare helps you to provide it 


JOHN LAWRENCE 


ClaimCail gives you rapid 
advice when you need it 


D ig a little on the subject of claims and you 
will be told that most insurers want you to 
tell them over the phone that you wish to 
make a claim. The insurer then sends out a form 
which is filled in both by ihe claimant and the doc- 
tor. This can sometimes be a lengthy process, tak- 
ing as long as two weeks, sometimes longer, effec- 
tively detracting from the very ease and convenience 
that PMI is there to deliver to its policyholders. 

Because of this lengthy system, treatment is often 
obtained without pre-authorisation, meaning that the 
person with insurance takes the treatment and then 
claims later. This can lead to expensive problems and 
complaints, particularly if the treatment received 
turns out not to have been covered under the per- 
son’s policy. Luckily, Norwich Union Healthcare has 
developed a different system, called OsimCall. With 
Cairo Call you ring a numberand in roost cases your 
daim will be assessed within about 15 minutes. 


How to save time and money by 
picking up the telephone and 
dialling the experts for advice 
on what to do 


i 


NORWICH 

UNION 


The advantage of ClaimCail is that it cuts the 
need for paperwork, reduces worry and uncertainty 
wondering if your claim is to be paid in full. It also 
helps you to obtain the treatment you need faster. 

Importantly, the call you make is routed through 
to a regionally-based team, whose staff have 
detailed local knowledge about specialists and hos- 
pitals in your area and of the facilities most likely 
to suit your personal needs. Where claims are pre- 
authorised in this way, there is no need lo proride 
a GP with a claim form, saving you further time 
and money compared to other schemes. 

ClaimCail is part of Norwich Union Healthcare’s 
commitment to provide you with the mosi efficient 
service possible, meeting your needs at a time that 
is important to you. If you want to know more 
about Norwich Union Healthcare and the services 
it offers, call 0800 424242, quoting reference 
number ADC 


For more details call freephone 0800 424242 
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Merson relishes the challenge at Middlesbrough 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 
AND ALAN NDCON 

Arscne Wenger, Lhe Arsenal 
manauer. has defended his de- 
cisiotfto sell Paui Merson. who 
has joined Middlesbrough on a 
deal worth a reported £20,000 
a week. 

“You are never happy when 
you lose a player of Merson’s 
calibre," Wenger said. “"Bui it is 
a seed deal for him and a good 
deal for the club." 

He denied the sale was re- 
lated to other deals. "We haven't 
asreed to sell him simply so that 


we could use the money to buy 
another player." he said. 

• Merson. who has spent his 
entire career with Arsenal, 
Passed a medical yesterday and 
said it took only five minutes of 
ta "dng it over with his wife to 
a fitee to link up with Bryan Rob- 
son. and Viv Anderson, who he 
played with at Highbury, 

“It’s a challenge for me to get 
Boro back into the Premiership 
and then win that as well. I’ve 
tfooe everything with Arseaal so 
l know what’s expected." he 
said. 

Peter Ndlovu is poised for a 
£l.75m move ■from Coventry 
City to Birmingham City. The 


25 -year-old Zimbabwean in- 
ternational striker cost Coven- 
try only £20,000 when he joined 
them from Bulawayo High- 
landers. He will be out of con- 
tract next summer and 
Coventry have decided to cash 
in on a player who missed a 
large chunk of last season 
through injury. 

David Burrows, who has 
faded so far to agree new terms 
with Coventry, has attracted in- 
terest from Indian clubs, but he 
still hopes to agree a contract 
at High field Road. 

Chris WaddJc will be named 
Burnley’s new manager today 
and given the go-ahead to 


make some signings. The for- 
mer England international will 
be allowed to sign Glenn Reed- 
er as bis assistant, and is also 
keen to buy John Sheridan 
from Bolton. 

Chic Bates, confirmed as 
Stoke City's manager yesterday 
in succession to Lou Macari, has 
signed Sunderland's former 
England striker Paul Stewart on 
a free transfer and a 'Dutch 
midfielder, Dick Schreuder, 
from RXC Waalwijk under the 
Bosnian ruling. Bates bad hoped 
to unveil Mark Stein as his third 
recruit, but the fanner Stoke 
striker has signed a oae-year con- 
tract to stay with Chelsea. 


Nigel Worthington will be 
named Blackpool's player-man- 
ager in the new 24 hours. The 
former Northern Ireland in- 
ternational has been released by 
Stoke. The left-bacL who 
played for Leeds and Sheffield 
Wednesday, replaces Gary 
Megson, who has left them to 
join Stockport. 

Bolton’s manager. Colin 
Todd, is hoping to sign a Nor- 
wegian striker, Slig Johansen, 
having watched him play for his 
club. Bodo Glimt, at the week- 
end 

Hearts have offered the for- 
mer England player Trevor 
Steven a one-month contract. 


Their manager, Jim Jefferies, is 
lining up a trial deal for the 34- 
year-old midfielder, who was 
given a free transfer by Rangers 
in May. Hearts are also giving a 
trial to Nicty Banger, the former 
Southampton midfielder. 

Fulham have signed Andre 
Arendse, the South African in- 
ternational goalkeeper, on a 
three-year contract. The 30- 
ycar-otd played in South Africa’s 
recent 2-1 defeat by England. 

The JFbotbalJ Association has 
said that Australia will no 
longer hove a place on its coun- 
cil after Sir David Hill-Wood, 
their current representative 
whose family have strong links 


with Australia, stands down. 
The Australians bad nominat- 
ed Terry Ybnables. their national 

coach. . 

Southampton s captain, cur- 
ry Venison, has been ruled out 
of the first two months of the 
new season through mjaO'- 
Venison, 32. has been out of the 
game far the last 10 months with 
a long-term back problem, 
which restricted him to just 
two appearances lasl season. 

Paolo Di Canio has been 
told hy Celtic that he has no 
chance of moving to an English 
Premiership dub. The Italian is 
in dispute with the club after re- 
fusing to join his team-mates at 


a pre-season training camp m 
the Netherlands. Newatslktimi 
Sheffield Wednesday haw been 

linked with him. 

Fifa. world footballs gen- 
emini hwh\ said yesterday that 
anv decision on the legality of 
Ronaldo’s transfer < from 
Barcelona to IntcnMZtonaie 
Milan might not be made until 
the end of this mouth. That ef- 
fectively means the Brazilian* 
move is on hold while Fifa 
sunk documents from noth 
clubs, and also consider their re- 
sponse to the European Union, 
whose intervention has further 
complicated the contentious 
transfer. 


Cipollini rides 
high on the 

longest day 


Cycling 


ROBIN NICHOLL 
with the Tour de France 

The longest day in Normandy 
ended with the inevitable victory 
for Mario Gpoliini, pushing his 
Tbur de France lead to 36 sec- 
onds over Chris Boardman af- 
ter a slog through the land of 
Calvados. 

The Italian’s potent charge 
for the chequered flag brought 
him from eighth to the front as 
his challengers faded around 
him. lo take the 20 seconds vic- 
tory bonus to add to the six-sec- 
onds deduction he earned for 
winning an intermediate sprint. 

First. Boardman’s men tried 
to set Lhe stage for their sprint- 
er Frederic Moncassin. Then. 
Erik Zabel hit the front only to 
lake second as the hefty thighs 
of the Tuscan pumped out an- 
other last-gasp victory with the 
Dutchman Jeroen Blijlevens 
hanging on for third place. 

“To win a sprint tike I did to- 
day is an unbelievable feeling. 
It’s impossible to feel such a 
strong emotion in the moun- 
tains or in time trials," he said. 
“It is short but it is intense " 

“It was a dangerous sprint but 
it was great. I had the luck and 
1 also had the leg?. I want to 
keep the jersey as long as I can, 
but I am happy even a I do lose 
it." said Cipollini, who is hav- 
ing second thoughts over his 
plan for this season to race the 
three major tours of Italy. 
France, and Spain. 

He already has five victories 
and the points jersey from the 
Giro d'ltaiia. and is heading for 
his longest spell in the four 
leader’s yellow jersey. In 1993. 
he wore it for two days, but he 
h3s not gone the distance in his 
previous four Tours. 

"It was intended that I should 
pull out of the Tour after 10 days 
because 1 also have the Vuel’ta 
a Espana in my programme. Be- 
cause the Tour is such a big race. 
I would like to complete it in 
Paris, so I may ask my manag- 
er if l can skip the Vuetia." 

The day featured a gallant 
ride by Thierry Gouvenou to- 
wards Vire. his birthplace and 
the finish of the longest stage, 
262 kilometres from the Chan- 
nel resort of St Valery-en-Caux. 

His dream ended when, after 
a solo ride of 110km along 
roads as straight as any Roman 
would wish. Gouvenou found a 
iron Namctnd without needing 


Yesterday: Stage 2 


a draught of the local liquor that 
is claimed to create space in a 
full stomach. 

His hole came as the tiring 
home boy fought to stay in 
contact with the main field, 
and he lost Smin 20sec after 
once leading by more than four 
minutes. 

Cipollini, dressed overall in 
yellow, and facing another fine 
of 200 Swiss francs (£S0) for not 
wearing his team’s official black 
shorts, was already being ac- 
claimed on the podium when 
the shattered Norman trun- 
dled in. 

He had raced alone ihrotigh 
towns whose English “twins" 
were as diverse as Henley-on- 
Thames. Chipping Camden, 
and Ross-on-Wye until an attack 
by Alex Ziiile brought down the 
curtain 25km from the finish. 

It was a brave effort to delight 
the home fans with their “AUez 
Gouvenou " banners, and 
nowhere near as suicidal as 
the sport of bungee-jumping, for 
which Vire is No 1 in Europe. 

They can blame its intro- 
duction on a New Zealander, 
A J Hackett. who developed a 
leisure holiday centre near the 
town after bungee-ingfrom the 
nearby Viaduct de la Souleuvre. 

Not exactly what its builder, 
Gustave Eiffel, of Tower fame, 
had in mind for his rail bridge. 

TOUR D£ FRANCE Second (tags, 262km 
from Sabit-Valefy-m-C*ux to Vtav 1 M 
Opoffini (W SAH 6«w 27mm 47sec (amagB 
4053S»rrtV; 2 E &W fCfirt 1B.-3 J £#pe*ens 
iNetffl TVM; 4 F Mancaasm (F») GAN: 5 S 
Outsctokoir (Ukrt PLT; B A Boffi 00 USP: 7 C 
lsm<JW/Frt MUT; 9 H VofcJts Must GAN; 9 
R McBwn (Aus) RAB: 10 M Straoer (ft) ROS; 
11 M Traverecmi TO MER; 12 F BaWfllO HU 
MAG; 13 D Eevtarra (Sp) ONC; 14 A 
Gomchenhw (Rus) FtOS: IS D AMouJaoBiTO 
(Uzb) LOT: 1G FSmon (Frt GAN; 17 CRww 
tFr) COF: IS J PiancKxnlBeO LOT: 19 RAkbg 
(GerlTEL: 20 L Aus (Esy CSO an same tune. 
SdactMfc 34 R Virerewe tFr); 38 J Ufncfi 
[GerJ : 56 C 8«w*nan (GB> GAN; 75 i Ja- 
aOert (FrJ; 79 B ROs iDant TEU 137 M Patv 
cni (tu MER; 176 M Sctandri (GB| FDJ, afl 
same time. 

Overall ftanOngK 1 M Opofcrt it!) SAE UJr 
ISnw 3058C 2 C Bcaidman tGBt GAN « 038; 
SJWWftfGerjTa. +&39, 1 4 T Usrvjgsf OMti 
COF. +(WU 5 AOano (Sol BAN, +0:46: 6 
L Joiabeft (FA ONC. +0:43: 7 J BtSevens (Ned) 
IVM, sama o me: B E Zsoel iGerj'IEl, +0:49; 
9 T Steels iBen MAP. +0:50: 10 S Krawn 
(Ned) TVM. +0:51: UFMoncassn <Ri GrtN. 
+0*2; 12 E DeMtfir (Netn) RAa +0:53:13 
0 Canenand. (Swd.) MAP. sc 14 F Vandun- 
troucte (Bed MAP. 0:54; 15 J Hepaner (Gert 
TB, 0-55: 15 F Andreu (USA) COF, SC 17 A 
Kasouts rut] CS0, 057; ISABaffiTO USP, 
0:58: 19 O Ntfssen (Ned] RflS. L-OO; SO P 
Uno (Ft) BIG, Id SetoCtMC 46 Vrervue. 
+U20:64Rns, +1:49: 79 M Soandrt (GB) 
FEU. +2tf3; 90 M Pman fUi MER +2^3 
Points: 1 OpMBrt, 84; 2 E Zabel (Gw) TEL 
54; 3 MoncaRln, 54: 4 Bltjtewns. 50: 5 R 
McEwen (Aus) RAB. 39 
Kkif of the moontams: 1 L Bnxhgrt) IFr] 
FES. lBpts; 2 C Sau^Bin (Fn COF. 11; 3 A 
KaSfluns (Ul CS0. 10: 4 F Sunon (Fl) GAN, 
B: B T Gouvenou |Frt BJG, 5. 

Teams: l Tetetom 33br 48mm 54sec 2 
CoBdis. +00:09: 3 Rabobank. SC 4 GAN, 
+00:16,' S US Postal Service. +00:38: B 
Map®, +(XX20: 7 Back. +00-90: 8 TVM. sc ' 
8 Baresifl. +0050: 10 MG. +00-99. 
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Glorious images of 
FI’s golden era 


'...u-i-.-.. 


SOverstbne and Schumacher oc- 
copif motor raring followers thi& 
weekend, Irat tbe drivks in Su»: 

day’s British Grand Prix are only 
the latest of Formula One’s dash- 
ing daredevils. 

Speed kings Kfce Joan Manuel 
Fangio and Stirling Moss were 
bmreoftbe Fffles and Sixties, and 
the romance and the spirit of those 
times is captured in “Formula 
One - The GoULea Era* 1 , an exhi- 
bition of thevrortof Michael Tee 
at The Special Photographers 
Company's gallery in- London, 
wdbidx runs until 3© August 




Tee took the picture ofFangio. 
(above) as he ertwsed the fine fo.Vrfo 
the l95I Spanish Grind Prb£ find 
ctach the'd^ers’ title. - — 

Aflmmi moment (Wt) at tiie 1953 
Dutch GP captures (left to right) 
Giuseppe Farina, the un n am e d fhr- 
tari team managet; Alberto Ascari 
and Luigi Vittores tatting a coffee 
break. Cnnsalvo Sanesi I bottom 
left) pilots his Alfa Romeo through 
the tain in the 1951 Daily Express 
Trophy while (below) Farina is ap- 
plauded after winning tiie GP of Eu- 
rope at Sttverstone in!95L 

Special Ptam&vFtien C/mpam: W7/.r;/vWN 
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Financial confidence brings sea change from siege mentality 


While the prospects increased 
this week for another major 
boost to the grand prix end of 
British yachting, there are in- 
creaw'ng signs of good health at 
the grass roots. Yesterday, the 
Royal Yachting Association’s 
racing supremo. Rod Carr, was 
able to say: ”We feel preny bull- 
ish. its almost like a mini-boom." 

He is looking forward to the 
appointment of a wulh devel- 
opment officer, partly as a result 
of increased funding from the 
English Sports Council, and he 
hopes there will be similar 


moves in Wales and Scotland. 
‘The job will email auditing 
everything from tail ship sailing 
to dinghies, identifying new 


Stuart Alexander on the ‘mini-boom' 
from top to bottom in British sailing 



pathway, 
helping in the execution of new 
programmes." 

Carrs all-round optimism, es- 
pecially now that the increasing 
disenfranchisement of school 
age recniiLs will be reversed, is 
echoed by the experience of re- 
gatta organisers on the water. 
This week in Cowes the entiy 


list for the Swan European 
Championships was over-sub- 
scribed and the maximum of 50 
even relaxed by one to accom- 
modate demand. 

And at the end of this month 
the high-profile barometer of 
Skandia Life Cowes Week 
should be set fair with entries, 
already' over SI 0, and expected 
to rise to 900, which nudges the 
capacity of Cowes. 


In Pwllheli yesterday there 
were 1 15 starters for a revitalised 
Celtic Race Week. Die 
Gwynedd Council has made 
sailing part of its regional de- 
velopment strategy and regatta 
chairman, Quinton Minoprio, is 
confident of both sporting and 
commercial success. 

At opposite ends of the coun- 
iry the Rover Optimist Na- 
tional Championships could 


attract up to 250 youngsters to 
Largs. West Scotland, while, in 
the south, the first Hamble 
Week is under way. 

There will be 2(K) boats com- 
pel ing this weekend in every- 
thing from dinghies to large 
cruiser-racers, with both the 
Sonata Class bolting on its 
southern area championship 
and the Six Metres holding 
their nationals. 

The sea change of mood 
from siege men rati ty five years 
ago is'Summed up by Lhe Ham- 
ble Regatta chairman, Tbnv 


Lovell: "We wouldn’t have had 
a prayer five years ago. Then, 
racing was on the decline. Now 
the climate seems better all 
round and that has to be linked 
to financial confidence. 

“But it is rubbing off on oth- 
ers. We have attracted a lot of 
people from scratch, been 
helped with many local sponsors 
led by MDL, and been lucky with 
the weather. It has also excited 
the two local councils, who want 
to support us next year. Tuning 
has been very important and we 
seem to have struck lucky." 


'Biting’ bill approved 

Boxing 


A Senate bill to let the Nevada 
Athletic Commission seize all of 
a boxer's purse for biting oppo- 
nents or similar behaviour has re- 
ceived final legislative approval, 
The measure was sent to 
Governor Bob Miller, who 
backed the proposal after Sen- 
ate and Assembly members 
agreed an Sunday night to last- 
minute amendments sending 
any confiscated money to the 
stare's general fund. 


Only two days befrufc. the As- 
semhtv had voted to send ■ 4(1 pc* 
cent of the purse to q- slate do- 
mestic violence fund, 4(1 per 
cent to a child abuse prevention 
fund and 2U percent to ihecflfO' 
mission. 

Legislators were shucked by 
Mike Tyson's car-biting afta* 
on Evauder Holyfieid during^ 1 ' 
heavyweight championship fiff 11 
on 2S June. Once they deter' 
mined they had jurisdiction 
over the penalties, they ea- £ 
dorsed harsh sanctions on hot- - • 
ere who behave in this way. 
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There is a fundamental truth 
about fox hunting which its 
supporters are desperate to ob- 
scure. Strip away all the blath- 
er about tradition and pest 
control, ignorant townsfolk and 
respect for their quarry, and 

there it « people go fo*.hunt- 

for the simple reason that 
ft gives them great pleasure to 
pursue a wild anm^) to jg 
death. Admit this fact, howev- 
er, and their argument is lost, 
since bunting is exposed as just 
another relic of more brutal 


- as much place 

m ? . tuodera world as cock- 
.W fighting or badger-baiting. 

As a result, the hunters take 


trails laid as hierarchy rallies to a cause 


refuge behind whatever scraps 
of cover they can find, and it is 
for this reason that the growing 
debate over Midtael RsteTs 


nuuwci rusiers 
wad Mammals (Hunting With 
I>ogs) Bfl] should be of inter- 
®st to anyone who follows rac- 
ing. As ever when the subject is 
discussed, the hunting lobby is 
trying to embroil racing in its ar- 
gument, claiming that a ban od 
one would be to the detriment 

of the other. What is particularly 

disturbing this time around, 

tllAiinti in 




senior administrators appear 
to have swallowed it. 

Lord Mfekeham, the chair- 
man of the British Hoiseradng 



Board, and Tristram Ricketts, its 
chief executive, will both attend 
the “Countryside Rally" in 
Hyde Park on Thursday, part of 
the concerted campaign being 
mounted by the hunters now 
that it seems likely that Parlia- 
ment will finally put an end to 
their "sport". Of Wakebam, 
the Rent-A-Nob who manages 
to find time for numerous di- 
zectmships in addidon to his du- 
ties at the BHB, we can peihrqjs 

expect nothing more, but Rick- 


employed to act in the industry's 
best interests, really should 
know better. 

For there is not a shred of 


As racing's top administrators 
line up with the hunting lobby, 
Greg Wood questions the 
connection with field sports 


worthwhile evidence to sug- 
gest Lhat Che abolition of fox- 
hunting would' have the slight- 
est effect on racing. True, we 
might see the back of hunter 
chases, but for this many pun- 
ters, notably any who have ever 


0Wt)U *» * MVV'AUVU SJJ o 

sack-of- potatoes amateur rider, 
would be thoroughly grateful, 
while there should stm be suf- 
ficient drag bunts to continue 


the tradition if anyone is real- 
ly bothered. 

There are claims too that 
point-to-pointing, which is run 
principally to raise money for 
bunts, would all but disappear, 
yet the passage of Foster’s Bill 


WUiM ULNLOU UK* O 

tiing. Just as steeplechasing has 
grown far beyond its origins in 
the hunting field, so too could 
pointing become a pursuit in its 


own right, nor least once the fi- 
nancial drain of the hunts is re- 
moved Amateurs will surely still 

warn to ride and race, while the 
knowledge that their entrance 
money will not be used to sup- 
port the hounds could attract 
more spectators to watch them. 

The idea that top-class 
chasers will no longer progress 
to raring under Rules via hunt- 
ing and pointing is equally 

f jtfiq i lO Bs, since common sense 
and basic economics suggest 


VSUVi 

ented racehorse is too valuable 
to be left munching grass in a 
field, and one way or another, 
those with real talent will always 


find their way 10 the top tracks. 
Market forces demand it. 

Jf hunting were to be crimi- 
nalised this evening, racing 
would cany on. tomorrow af- 
ternoon just as ft always has. Yei 

Ricketts and Wake ham are ap- 
parently content to allow the 
hunters to use radng as a diield, 
to soak up some of the punish- 
ment on their behalf. They 
should perhaps take a moment 
to study their job descriptions 
before leaving for Hyde Park on 

-mri conrader whether 


it is in the interests of the busi- 
ness which employs them to as- 
sociate themselves, publicly and 
Officially, with an activity which 


a large majority of the British 
population regards with dis- 
gust. 

Hunting no longer offers any 
benefits to racing, and racing 
owes it no debt. It is now lime 
for the hunting fraternity to 
leave us alone and fight what is 
left of the argument on its own 
dubious merits. Nor is it too late 
for Lord Vbfceham and Tristram 
Ricketts to check their diaries 
and decide that when it comes 
to the unfortunate clash be- 




Park and the July Cup the same 
afternoon, the sprinters at New- 
market should have the first call 
on their time. 


Fallon’s troubles grow as title odds drift 


Faflon winning on Bosra Siam at Sandown fn May - but 
their partnership looks shaky Photograph: Allsport 


JOHN COBB 


Kieren Fallon has been re- 
moved from the ride on Lady 
Carla at Newmarket today amid 
speculation that be is to be 
sacked from all the the horses 
of Wafic Said, who owns both 
fillies, after his controversial de- 
feat on Bosra Sham in Satur- 
day’s Eclipse Stakes. 

The bookmakers, rarely slow 
to seize an opportunity, have ex- 
tended Fallon’s odds against 
winning the jockeys’ champi- 
onship for the first time, with me 
Tote reasoning that Saturday's 
failure wfil have such a detri- 
mental effect on his prospects 
that they have lengthened his 
price to 7-2 from 7 A That is de- 
spite the 32-year-old jockey 
leading Fat Eddery by 75 win- 
ners to 72, with Frankie Dettori 
on 71 for the year at the start 
of play yesterday before further 
success at Bath. Dettori is quot- 
ed at 4-3 with Eddery 7-4. 

The Tote’s spokesman, Rob 
Hartnett, said: "The events of 
tbe last few days wfll have done 
nothing for Kieren’s confidence, 
for those who employ him and 
for others within racing. Even 
though he’s come back and 
ridden the first winner at Bath 
today we feel ins chances of win- 


ning tbe title have definitely tak- 
en a knock." 

There was no official confir- 
mation that Fhhon would no 
longer ride for Said, a Syrian 
businessman, but his absence 
from the saddle of Lady Carla, 
last year’s Oaks winner, in to- 
day’s Princess of Wales’s Stakes, 
tells its own story. 

Fallon had been pencilled in 
to ride the filly at the five-day 
dedaxation stage. Instead be has 
been switched to the filly's sta- 
bfemate at Henry Cecil's yard, 
Dusbyantor. 

Said’s racing manager Tim 
Buhver-Long did not riismics 
speculation that the owner 

I NKWMAXKET 

jj 2H5: At Sandown last month Craig- 
| steel ended Henry CedTs 100 per 
I cent winning record with his two- 
| year-olds this season, but this colt 
I must go close today with that ex- 
| perience under his belt Conuche 
| represents the Paul Cole stable, 
| whore two-year-olds have been 
I been m lop Soon of late, but an even 
more dangerous-looking newcom- 
er is VICTOBY NOTE, whose yard 
indicated a return to form with a 
juvenile winner at Haydock on 
Saturday. 

ooo 

2-35t Ktnnemara Star was heavi- 
ly backed at York in May bni 


would no longer employ the 
jockey. “There is no state of play 
at the moment, but V/nhe Ryan 
will ride Lady Carla, * he said. 
"The owner is abroad and we 
might have something else to 
say at Newmarket tomorrow." 

Fallon has been stung by a 
welter of criticism over his rid- 
ing of Bosra Sham, tbe 4-7 
favourite for the Eclipse. The 
Irishman, in his first season as 
stable jockey to Cedi, found his 
path blocked at a crucial stage 
in the Sandown straight before 
finishing third to PfisudskL 

Fallon was reluctant to talk 
about the weekend events after 
guiding Royal Circus to victo- 


failed to gain a dear run. The geld- 
ing was again costly for punters at 
Royal Ascot, where be finished 
stone last in the Britannia Stakes. 
He conld be forg i ve n that inex- 
plicably bad performance but his 
odds look too short Rainbow Sain, 
meanwhile, is at the top of his form. 
This coll has been raised 51b fora 


ry at Bath. “Do you believe 
everything you read in the pa- 
pers?" he said when quizzed 
over the possibility of riding 
Bosra Sham in future. “I told 
everybexfy what I thought about 
the whole affair oa Saturday and 
as for as I am concerned that’s 
the case closed." 

Cedi, who added his voice to 
tbe throng of Fallon's critics, in- 
sisted yesterday that be had 
asked the rider to switch to 
Dusbyantor in today's race. "It 
was my choice that Kreren 
would ride Dusbyantor he 
said. “1 have nothing to add and 
you had better talk to Mr Said's 
racing manager." 

Carlisle victory two weeks ago but 
conld easily defy a Sib rise in the 
weights. Available at an attractive 
20-1 this morning is BEN GUNN, 
a runner-up at Windsor last time. 

OOO 

3AS: LAND OF DREAMS seemed 
inconvenienced by easy ground on 
this trade 10 days ago but had pre- 
viously been impressive on fast go- 
ing at Rnitefraa - form which gives 
her every chance here. Crazee 
Mental would have won at Royal 
Ascot but for veering sharply left 
m the final &rloe& though the qual- 
ify of that event can be questioned. 
Siayingaiive, from the Cole yard, 
must enter calculations. 


If Fallon is replaced by Said. 
Eddery is the favourite to fill his 
seat He was on board when 
Bosra Sham won last year's 
1,000 Guineas and partnered 
Lady Carla to victory in the 
Oaks a few weeks later. 

Howver, Eddery’s agent, Ter- 
ry F-Hig, insisted yesterday that 
no approach had been made. 'T 
don’t want to stir any more fuel 
to the fire. Wfehave bad no con- 
tact made with us, and 1 think 
the kid [FaUoDlhas had enough 
aggro already. 

The connections of Pilsuds- 
ki. trained by Michael Stoute, 
offered some sympathy to the 
beleaguered Billon at Bath. 

3.4ft The Ascot Gold Cup hero ]} 
Celeric drops back a full eight fur- 1 
Jongs for this contest. That could | 
rule him out, bat a strong gallop 1 
from tbe outset here would enable 
Pat Ed day to deliver a late Chal- 
lenge on his talented mount. 
Dusbyantor and his stablemaie 
Lady Carla disappointed in tbe 
Hardwicfce Stakes (1m 4i) at the 
same meeting. The St Leger win- 
ner, Shantou, made his g^as/inaf 
reappearance on firm ground in Mi- 
lan last month, winning over this 
trip, but SWAIN, formerly trained 
in France by Andrf Fabie but now 
pan of the Godolphin operation, 
may prove to have a better turn of 
foot. 


Jimmy Scott, Stoute's respect- 
ed travelling head lad, said: 
“Kieren’s getting a lot of flak 
and l don’t think he’s the guilty 
party. PDsudki would have won 
anyway." 

Pikudski’x rider, Mick Ki- 
nanc, is again likely to be ihe 
one to prevent either of the Ce- 
cil pair winning the Princess of 
Wales's Slakes as he partners 
Swain, who makes his debut for 
the Godolphin team. Shantou, 
fresh from winning Italy's most 
valuable race, the Gran Prcmio 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Gone Savage 
{Newmarket &4Q) 

NB: Shantou 
(Newmarket 3.40) 

di Milano, and the Ascot Gold 
Cup winner, Ccleric, also pro- 
vide stiff opposition in what is 
likely to be the highlight of the 
opening card of the three-day 


July meeting. 
The Godol 


The Godolphin camp arc 
represented by the Royal Ascot 
winner Asfurah in the day's oth- 
er Group race, the Cherry Hin- 
ton Stakes, in which Aidan 
O’Brien attempts to maintain 
his spectacular winning run 
with Daoyross. 

Yesterday's results, page 29 
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HYPERION 

2j 05 Victory Noth (nb> 410 Danetime 

235 Ben Gunn - ■ 445Arruhan 

305 LAND OF DREAMS (nap) 535 HaamJ 

3L4Q Swain . , SA5 Literary Society 

GOING: Good. 

SftADUt toads sUe. 

DRAW AXWANTAfilt HWi remlwre mte be but up to 7L 
■Btftf-hmd rouse wUia ImatnlghL. . 

■ Baoecwrae b aootli m of the town on AlSto. ths Uak Oram Camtetdge and Nw- 

market taDweor stations. ADMISSION: Chib 520 (16 to £lyca*v«Utf S8); Crarettatti & 
Paddock 510 (lft in 2B-ye*r-oMsS5fc EtavBy Enclosure 58. CAXPAWC Members SI; 
reroatader free. ' _ 

■ LEADING TRAINEES wnn, XCNN21S: H'Cedl — Ki winners from 264 rnoneu 

Rhmamcrc*snUoor2&B%uxlapraat toaSl Iwd sake of 522.40; E Hannon — 
4.1 admens Ki5 runners, -524 1.50; J 6oa4en — ‘Chsknoa, :XM rome-ts, 13AK, 

-3,73-17; L Omni -- 33 ter m ra -a, 2GO runner*, 12.7ft, -510SA4. 

B LEADING JOCKET9; Pst EddeiJ — 1QB wfanera, &35ridos 20.4%, -SB 1-26; LDe*- 
tort — 77 whmers, Bai rides, H-W*. -5ITftathWE8»nnbani— 44 wtano*. 21 1 rides, 
14.1ft, +52.17; J EeW — 38 wtnnas, 388 ride*. 10.7ft, -544,62. 

BUNKKKRD FUST TOO: Baked Alaaka (risued), St BMm 14.46); General Sir Pe- 
ter A Nod’s B omb * (M ft)- 
WINNEBS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEHS: Br«efbie«> TonaoU 1X35) has been so* 222 mOes by B 
E MHmsn fromK wdhbwre. Deroo- 

[575=1 STRUTT ft PARKER MAiDSt STAKES (CLASS O) BROT 
|ZAJP| piy (J £ 6,500 added 2YO 7f Penalty Vahie feg^^ 
£4,883 

ones 

1 JWttfllMIHE80lUS5l(MTdW&lASJMWWltOiB«90 PatEAWylO - 

2 caw*a g WWi08ftWS»)taraPCaif90 — rOutal - 

3 COUBTS«IWBFOariiACIiMVlHoUBjBOttn90 — URubartiU - 

4 2 CWHBS7HI {W C* DwW H Cecl 9 0 K FUnoSICB 

5 »Bai(llUINiwato«S!trteM ; llJlllsmad - 

6 5 MbS - 

7 NMM0M3^>rt«dWM2teuitaj6iw0en9 0 — — LMfesiS - 

S MnBOWHMKKAbMaNBNbOO H»S7 - 

9 WVBBfiU®aWWWSaies4»*i«*«UrtMTlBnrtw90 E<brt»e» - 

Jfl SWPIH»paBOeiMebBB*da#»*fl Hannon 90 .JIHrtvI - 

u vwoRyNiaE(miO«sJMaB»5RES»wPartrt^^ - 

-Udodand-. 

BEtlW 5-2 fuHiTid 5-1 Mkartm bn. 11- 2 CBfrtcbe, M. Hanoiwn, TdVktojilMt, W. 

1995: Bava« 0 0 W Canon 15-6 tot 0 CXrtop) dnwi (SI 11 w 
FORM GUDE 

ssssbs— f^sssaBBasag 

colt Note, may want a M of eve m me ground- Luc a Curort an d^Pat 

anAtoiBre Hem, *wmw eaiV W ^ *wm * *"6 AmOTO,n toni T* ^ 

uw Quest, who moda bb vsnning debwmw Ms same cosse and cfctance. Jcrti Bjntoo 
^^yewwmBorrtam.ml«*o-rt«an^ amectkmiJAlAAB 

r7S-x~l H ft K COMMSSKJNS HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

1 2.35 1 aaooo aSedtoiPwdty Vahie £8310 

“ ’SSS i EEtt m ^BSS!GSh=S£S 2 i 


10 20641 MWOeMM(U)iniNMBmNlHaDaBi)iiJomn393 M (Wnts20S4 

11 044414 SUZ10BM»(U)|CD)UPB*iy)ENRm492 7EOmn(S)14V96 

12 02-S4 IWlOUKiniBK (199(D) (&rtecriJ fence 79 2 IbesBW 

33 -58-100 wmh iiunnnfinnPiirtnmiiinbeiininiimT ramibirtit"T 

14 10002 NiUTiamBlVGtSCUl) (BqtslM»dili9MMeede3813 FNortoa977 

15 S1042 BfSMiiapireselVi«riPM#9n5813 ROoeisaaaU.60 


15 351042 eat BUNN mivfcfed Vrtd PW^nSe 13 BOOdsaoallSO 

16 06600 HAHM0AY HALL P2} [Rssnxrd TooW J ftnsfai* 3 8 9 T«bal7Sl 

17 60000 CaANOWE(33}IDrJohnH>l<a>o(rtA1uart!4S8 AD«(yP)10S8 

18 vwms anpiR (Bfl ®ene« St GeDt^ttmenJMPU0a5e386 1 We 12 77 

19 210601 JB8S*P4fQfQ(Lan9*nMP>«»*t584 Pad Bitty 8 88 

20 -5300U iOirs90VBW08cmffenCai«xsiasLUWl4sm5B4. — _SC Wwl»S7 

-20 declared - 

BETTWfc &L Halnbim Rab, H tWy W . X — e m a ra Star, 9-1 MoAdgm. 10-1 Pdda M Pcn- 
4b. 12-1 Seed Bur. 14-1 Bra^taa Uraofl. Mat H my nd m»,lfrJBea6tt%ftmsep». 
HBr,8amW«ada,S)han P i tt , iM « .7brtciaa lB 4 tia, 2HWt P i w* Be — ai nn ,S5ottta 
299ft CM Out 3 8 9 Prn Bitty 8-2 te ft Cuaa* Otto CO 19 an 
FORM GUDE 

KEHNE9MRA STAR ■ too 0»d a hone ® tagat altar turning ao taiSy in Bmanus at 
Ro^AscoLHemi0ittaebQenaneafUie1aKume9ilBf(%,t>utwoRjhBdlithatftocW 
•rtnCMs the mom fimeied of tba Anmdel nmos. Ksmnen Sornmr rtmied fiom a 
tonMe draw and he vas eater even me idd-Nom matmwt by Eddmy a4»n rt»it o( 
naomaCWrtsiOwOf Sort's race. Pride Of Pemfle is a smasftsE mam rrtoueattays 
thre8tan When She’S on sor«. Manyn wane has her >W<L the be b perfect end sue can 
corfrm recent Ooncsstfir avnrg Mo-Addab (unpbcadei msbstjeuO on 7b 
worae Wms. Fou days ewier Pnde Of Peufle bad lamed at a re&sn to fcnn when smenm 
flwatsr three tef»9W to Ratatoow Rata ot Cartste. The mm ti»t wet imetsa iha fcnn 
even on 2ft worse terms. (My Mae has *me up 80) lor ha Router Mile mn from Oisay. 
who aas a sound toirtb to T*pj» ftsii at Sandown on Saturday. FamWMaoooniheift- 
gade and, being beiWriavmai B avede y arto i e ha hd. can Peespeoedtpievoee dim teem 
MmSwzTwnadQi Daw is a question ancermg Brand Rrier over trie tnp, and me tea 
o(To4aifra Mvtam and Syrian Prta e e aa are more ttrty types » make an impact in this 
type of handicap. James Fanshewe runs Fandjr Man and also The maiden Hanncmy Had, 
«vho has wfcaad at sriVty and la In asm a shout woh a pod daw and wnh Richard Qum 
booted. 

SMecSoK KENNEUARA STAR 

"STwl CHARLES HEIDSIECK CHERRY HINTON STAKES | jCft J 
l<WJ l (GROUP 2) (CLASS A) £35^000 added TYO^es 
8f Penalty Value £23^98 

1 20 AM DMCBI (19J (T<nteM%u« Psreenhrt UOcmnS9 RPteren7 88 

2 21 ASRmH&*lVQeoa*M)SaeeatoSum89 UMtorfO S3 

3 1 BQIADBWPGTOMttDWiG4ie'Mter89.. - RCodweall 95 

4 S2821 COfe2S(ra<NRhnvttten0OCns9oe69 Ittrt 69 

5 312 CJUBKlmwiOT69&riCiOD(n«DHBy»iJot»sB9 I CacroC 4 308 

6 . 314? aWfmOSSWA4sJrfnUs^APOB«t(W89 UJOmemlOlW 

7 - 125 R*OTTW*SUR£BO|d4K,JetnVte0ien JBW,89 SCttrS 99 

8 2 MWff7)WiWMC»airi85 N Roberts 22 7S 

20 12 U»flFt*BUiSpfl}OTAW««n*l«smlMJrf»St»89 Mtte**r32# 

11 U RB9IB0F1)EIN00N(B7)MsLlfeOdRH8rwn89 PMtB4dwy2UU 

12 1 SnyWe*U«0BA>DUTO<H5«fttwFAlS*rw9P(»89 TOttrSW 

BBIWft 3-2 AiW tt, 4-1 Caaee Msatd, 5-1 D m/ t ore, 192 84rettp*ie, 7-1 lead of Drewps, 
1M. nrestTVeaMm. 12-1 Wwa, KwmB. 194 otter* 

199ft Dade 8 9 K Won 2-1 *w (M Shoe) esaw (38 9 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

PaU Cole vmn the Chesham States win FiBhd Srtman's CeroW Fade, and the same Bftmra 
are ipened here by F&cnacd QuMn on SUQdnsrtrie. a Qcne West ay at teme cn tnash 
pound and back over the same course and dsanoe as when matong an impress#* oatut 
just ww four «cete ago. Land Of Dreams, a dau^ter ot Cadeauc Genereui and an «n- 
pressria debut \wrer tram an awfomd drew at Pontefract, iot to pec» n the soft etxmd 
when beaten by Lady m Warts* in me Empress Sates here ten days agi-That from tres si 
wed enougi won ASFURAH. and Land Of Dreams Should gp wed ndsy. wren vnh a low 
drew.wWi me sound drying are. But the 6odofttei tty sfroedd come out bsst Agftjren tt- 
Lowed nar debut second to Law m Wwont at Urcwrer vedi a narrow w«n from Conarty 
Caste (beasen m Franoa over me woatend) kr the Mndsor Castle: She wa process tunher 
for 0 m stab funong and ^res tar the same double that Oezte aeftteed 12 morehs ago. 
Dmtjmm nos been JaWng on me cote since her Jitton ml Batten about fcw lenetns 
fourth by teof Muse si the NBBonal States at SandcMn, she men set up the teoe Neely Ibr 
h» Wanted stabfemstB Kng Of Ktngs at me Curre&L Faster ground may be a problem, 
however. Mrtog Of Ibe Moon mesed Royal Ascot end, wbae her namwr wins at Doncest- 
ar end Wriwem lema her v«h someitisiEio find on me book, sire locte a tou^r 90>T sure 
io do web over this teah ftulong. Patar Waiwyn won me Queen Mary with Nadmh so rit 
Safisbuy'ww terete* has » be conwdered. but Queen Maty nnner-m Qum Mental 
hampered Forest Tiea mre (fifth) when conkrtg off a soagttJne. 

a e ri cBo rr . ASFURAH 


q~AAl process OF WALESS STAKES (GROUP 2} 

(CLASS A) £50^000 lm4f Penalty Value £32^08 

1 14121 CBBBCQ9 fQnaDmrSpance)DMsw s 97 Jrit Briny 1 120 

2 1114-1 SWWTOO (USAJ p3) (Df MohaTTnafl J GosOen 4 9 7 LDaftaf 7119 

3 12143- fM0M(2SG(P)m<GDdett««SBasdblnSinor597 MJKritte5125 

4 120-26 OOSHlWfTOR WSAJ Ml <D} lK RrtdMU H CBM 4 9 5 Kft*«2J20 

5 A14 -Q LAW CARA pflJCBOttfe Sad) Heeds 94 *Ry»3129 

6 23-245 HA48JST0KWn (18) [Antes Vtcfaefl M rorrptan£ 592 ROBdsaMeud 

7 211-33 TOWN mmiAdSMlMtiJhriao 592 TQtea4121 

-7dsM- 

BEfnNfta-lteMtau 94 Svwta, 4-icetett 132 Trtp^ 1S2 trittyaabsi, 1-llUttm 10-1 lady 
Oda. ZS-1 Bs 4i tsta*wg 

199ft Poadomi 4 9 7 T Qim 20-1 (P Cola) dm (ft 8 on 
FORM GUIDE 

9vdes of Ardross here wttfi CELERJC out to beet me 12-fistong spedabns atftef a Gold 
Cup wrv Cate* is fancied m pidl A off with the eun riyng out the fround wfttti s handy 
m favour of Sbaotou, 9wain and Tbteaa. Celertc stfl dettmed his tamort flnriring hick id 
beat Ctessc Cfiche at Royal Ase« wen arten the erowrt was softer man he fries. Stflwm- 
provine and wdh 9m Eddery ash a got partner for him. Qefenc ffts the vo® to also bBn 
these with his pace. Fiaride Daonn rides Shantou In preference to ftsam. who can vwn this 
hands down on haOoro n dbon Cup vwnfmmSngspief. though ureaoed since October. Shan- 

mu a in pent heat after beenrig the ^obetnwar Luso at San Sfro. but the St legwwnner 

(who just outstayed Dushyanmr) did ten on the same track last October when the pound 
was testing so he couM >at Da open to attack on mu faster surtaoe. BeAitseofcradL a 
made M front at Dushyantor nthe Hardvscke won by PiedappiO from PUsudsM, a not out 
of ft w aft the ftound also being In fib favour. Japan ffts a 5b put tor two-f enfffis with 
Shantou on last month's nsmlng, but he’s beBer wdh cut. wMe Lad^ Carte, even eflewtag 
tor me fact that me Bound Mm mat her. Is hard » ferey on bar strang m the Harrtwde. 

SteecUoee CELERtC 

NGK SPAfW PLUGS RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12,000 
Lr___J added 3YO 6f Penalty Value £7,187 

2 2-0002 Qtte7WE(lftfZR®f}<W7sto4»sJ*teg»rJNCafc^a>9 7 RstEAteyl 

2 -06081 DOUBLE ACTON TOWCHStowtdTEaslafiy 9 5 K Wee 11 

3 42-1 EUMDftl(US|){35}{D}8ttnd>rAIMitam)JlkrtBp93 R MBs 10 

4 -06004 JB*etE 02) (Ms JACbnee® Corns’ 91 1 toMnan(7)2 

5 52810 SaCAXarSS£SA(9)(D)(mfriRC9WlUQaimt812 PP»topf»(3)S 

6 04060 UBHLY DAMS (17) (D)(Bctesaf MxfceylR Menus S 12 TWs9 

7 -liHat IWCEI»CME{12)m«WJonedM»bneaiO UJHrieoeR 

8 246512 BERnN0FAIIM(iqm(9»teMrn0eriaMlJBsnrt88 PFessey(3)7 

9 03340 SWE7 tfllDB? tl?J JR &80ft%teOTg> R Qjss! 8 7 RftedrRl 

10 13-20 ALI»BSKAMNSA}(3Q»laBridMMIttCuriRAmeMX«87 CCwtarS 

u 410041 rim s» mm to KwmoBmmnsi utannt4 

-Udadaed- 

m*run rretmc at 2m hvehancSsp ne{pesr AbnUiaH 8tf 6Sv 7te Cay Fin fttSb. 

BOIMG: 52 DeetekM, SI Bttvflo, AbndNinb, 1U Frtree Dona, 7-1 Deem 0C Attn, 8-1 Doe- 
Ha Acte, 10-1 the (ter Fw^ 12-1 etriss 
199ft UAd-ood flemtt 8 6 Dane 07W (3» M (R ten«W dwm (8) 9 an 
NORM GUDE 

Oewertn m ravens to ris own ay-goup after mafn^i up a bundle of gound when second 
n SeSunstpetk Ryer si the Woteitfiam. Hemrl^r bacted there and now one of the rivountas 
lor me Sward? Cup m Goodwood, Denebme a no certainly here from an outside drew 
end on tester cound. PRUICE DOME ewi a hot spent at Ascofs Heam meeting whan he 
overcame unastabte pound to reverse York trim with Buncos Court MW< ffinane takes 
over on the weS-drawn cot who is beck on ris favoured surface. As he turned war Buftops 
Court with fust a 3fc put. Prince Dome on be tended to revaree the Vortc trim dso 
Return To Amin (torn softer pound) and Dodbie Action on respectwa pifls of Sb and 
4ft. Hewftw was decent el two and. ante ris marten ten n Rxrte&en tort us Bate, he 
codd be just the type to nesove further and he has res 0twnd. me G«r Pok runs from 2o> 
o« d ma handcap PW»r and is m a tBstey riterent rat* efter beaone Ivoiy Dawn m test- 
inggrowi here 11 days age. __ 

Settdttn: PBNCE DOME 

r j ~ A g| BQUryFWANCMLCOLLECnONSFHXJES RATED HANDICAP 
SOKES (CLASS B) £12jOOO added 3YO 7f Penalty Value 
£71214 

1 313-32 DANCM6DR0F(17)(MDfBnedSria9RHsnncn90 On e P1riM4 

2 321-66 OOHSFBWCVOSjClosiOKttB) JDirtop90 TQtewl 

3 1-6256 BWB>MASWLtt7)eCtedanaud)AS»>»il87 MRdwrtslV 

4 9-10 NOBEnE(Bqfftte4rUoranredliGoBri)8r LCtttoflO 

5 64060 BL4HE WAIHI (US4H47) C I T tearg Ud) J Farwcue 8 6 DHanttwll 

6 00304 SMtf CWOHEfOPPSJOShortKIteBOHDmJRJHoijgSDnSO ftwfBfittyS 

7 6-144 ST BU9C (CMQ (11) Ms V Kraft PayEtnj D Lofer 8 0- DKMcCtteAB 

6 4-6302 AffltUW (43} Etonian «4U0ur«PHttqn 80 RM*3 

9 0105 MWED0MF9)(17)aAdltaixroi«giBiac80 HtelaDeywnS 


HYPHBON 

2^ BeUas Gate Sqy ^ cwnposltton 

Song Of Ftftftfloin 3^5 Formid^^ Lfr4^25 
Ni gfttiark 5 jOO Cimmofian 530 norenttno 

MUW: Good STALLS inrtte. DRAWADVAVEACRttone 

SSWmSSRSSKm* FhntrtV* WMO Mtt 

HYDE SPWTWG PROMOTIONS LADES 
F) £4M0 lit. a 

I SSg SS^W»jrew«Jgjalsii5 

5 St SasSiSJS«"SSs 

; ^ BOipiOPt28|BParire fl 5i05 r rrrr*"**”** 

ii 03 ow cteMOMK 

s ss 


14 -25602 JUaORBHIHMSowntw594 -MssFriJIifttU CT4 
S 100460 «WftA(XMMtB»A5&1291JlfcBJft«02V 
18 -43153 am®(UHW*»Jf390 

17 -60OM MMBAHSMft 8 14*^690 1*»S 8oaWy£S)3B 

a 000*56 SBBITWSia4(3)0Q*dren49O-JttsHMMwrtB5 

tm uteri Optfi®. iO-t ami Top. CwttMa, Shiah** 

DIANNE NUHSEflV HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£ 4 jflQ added 2Y0 gf 

1 2322 (EB5aEfflSMr<£9!UfcUfe97 JFS&B2 

2 £33 C&MP0Mn0Hp5)NJwm93 

3 X 72 CAiailB 0 ( 29 JL&e 8 a 

4 2465 MFUSEpRAttwiBlS C CWcffi T 

5 0620 FBEOFSMDBSCSftll Wmr® 13 

8 5003 SNAPFnpeCWUDBhBU. — Attte* 

7 452 BWC0l»(lUI*5Jtansfcn89-- -A ltoo i 

8 030 «C0BWATOTDaxwi88_- 

9 P0SIIWEMt(10) HMrila— 67 

__jefW4BtS|5 
„ Jqtea3 


ID 236113 WHONUSEPaWSIttfsrSr HMftdtllB 

11 13 tt8H«SWE(20}MW&6»by86— — SfteteffS 

12 46S RABtflACflJlAnWtfSS — 

13 0501 KlBOKfFHIS MH 00*^84 -*-****< 

14 004 Ba£«BWCW»toMitteie>?u — Mamma. 

-JAMcMrid- 

b^aBMFyTSPcdtaAIf.lMlapdM^NWtee.M-leates 

ryg gl BRADLEY MARTEN STAKES (CLASS DJ 
1 £5 jD 00 added lm2f _ . _ 

1 223/0 BBfiHTHBm«{22}(BR0Ln*r49 7 KMh|l 

7 55-22 0MHOTOT»?6IWa497_. 

3 0 MEETacWSSBSRMISW'6497 P**- 1 * 

5 SWl*SBAU.HCteri«381D— Jg*" 

6 IBQUtCXPQepte4tapi38 ID 

7 2- WWW*Bffl8SnWHCBa3Bl£L-AJJ»*S 

8 &2 BusswiKnraaSAJaws38iQ saw* ii 


9 0 SEHOWMAXEC8J)Mto«er3 810 dfaSBwanZ 

10 4-2 sONBflPffl^dimmj6ealBn36lO — GHod7 

11 sraartSTOHY|USA}jGos*n3B10 aodBefdlJ 

12 o ZERP0U8 p(7) LCurai 3810 OYo»og(7)3 

13 4553-3 UM>EIISn0rmRHGftrt«ad38S F(|Brfl6 

.UfLitel- 

STTMftM MMtMM, 4-1 MNKfttftapOi 0*1*1*, 5-lSoag 
Of ftaedcre, ID-1 Sttrwy Sttry, 12-1 J 8 &**, Zarpour, 16-1 o&m 

I q t-g) ST GLES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £7J»0 
added 6f 

1 0WH0 HAfttTOFSURE(135(D! B HDdffis 11 9 12__S Drome 13 

2 155*01 HEHN>nrRX{12}|CI9BIAM9lal5911StVaMP]lB 

3 405021 BOteHtSBCNfS} (CO)JJOuro4 9H}(7aOSPwMn{3?9 

4 Q3300 HAIRMMf^P)&RBowne4gg SVWuarSB 

5 30420 FTOMaXHnnnUlteiB99 A Oak 12 

e 140020 OMB0«BOIItO)tOflMW598->filteiterB4V 

7 5520 COUVWRnZt&f) JWltedsSaS SfWfeMT 

8 001182 RU4E 4GNH (B|(C D Bf) tea J RamBtfcn 5 9 i_A lta«o 11 

8 03*06 K<wr«Ef27?Aa*fey3S12 — 14 

30 06-300 0CHt»RBScnjB)8ftShreiaa8, LCteowkS 

21 000042 SQU’BK3AL(ntCaaN]Mtt683(7edJMattt3V 

12 (HXm FOTWMSLE LIZ (8) (Q)( Utterrncrd781 I«dn2 

13 00000 UMCNMfnyn)ONdiDft5SO MaOwMlD 

14 -00004 2WDNMa(32)(BHD(ftMh6710 HKma^B 

15 UE003 DE^WWOacnjBDamrHiSTUJIBtedBlB 

BEinNft3dnM«^fL11telrimrl ! «.Beete»BBri74.lriseill>- 
vader, 8-1 SodwWei, 10-1 Fereriririe Uz, Zaribaecar, 12-1 ofttrej 

fA-OCl 1ANSHELF MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5jOOO added Ira 4f 

1 003 CAPSQfF (6) G fitted 4 9 2 DfflttWboa p}5 

2 60606- tEADWBUE{2BftMSBLadU4S2 — TSttWIR]8 

3 0 JAZZTRACX(20)PQteUed)m388 Osttttt 12 

4 038 LESENQOTf UNERPft RChadBjn3S8 TSftttelO 

5 344 WOMvaXJp01rtftdf388 AtfcGttwi 

6 05 REWMNDIN/pa) U*drtrtir8jon388-^^AIIttB)6 

7 0-4? W0LGROiM(UlPCledPftf9en388^frikrtn{q3 

8 2-232 teSiTUI8K(2fi)DU0r383_ — - KDwriy2 


9 4 RASXMB1E (8)B tes383 ACttkU 

10 OOO R0MDAC22U Crirari 3S3 0Ybre*(7)9 

11 00 SH«Elir8LUStES{25)BUcMmGn333 — INaateel 

12 2 VCUHNUM (U) AFteer383 CMM17 

- UdKWM- 

BETmft 84 ■a stiiwwft , 9-2 tfayd Crew, 6-1 tefte d iy l ewr. Itert- 
tark. *1 Aonn, 1M Basttotee, 1M Jta ireefi, 20-1 dims 

rS - iSSl *»K3 RICHARD II HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

1 'XW I £dJlOO added WBes ft mares lm 

1 -06203 VHntEROat{19tesHRerekg>4100 ACttwneS 

2 50001 JteWIHfHINWGf«l«4912(BrtnroBBtteBB 

3 044 RUS6W 0UVE (1ft LCunan394 JtlMQB 

4 nrmtn DDUBtE SOLO PR M Bel 3 9 1 A Haro 13 

5 080031 ALBffif(lftSBDWig6813 DaaalhMPM4 

6 264-00 SADa£R84yp5)Cl>*flw4S13 NterfayS 

7 140246 BmuaRBfSmX(ramJI-Qie6812JBicM(yR}2 

s 03000 RWE8«(2a»teMBort9y48 7 OMeabnU 

9 00002 CteMBnUKlftM Scanty 381 XStad [5)7 

in A«CTD WCSBtymDWHSsSpj) EmcoVnsa 67 12te»HtfcJ«r3 

11 m» Om«Ul«Lp4ftRFmw4712, 

12 6-308 SEB8WttlErp3i*56LSd«371Uttaalto8MlBll 

13 00-060 8U0TlErKKESSi4)MB»Gf)83710 — NteenedylO 

•» UdKted- 

BETTtfE: 7-EltettkOM, M M* RbyBw.frlDcatte GaH, « Hart. 
8-1 WMe Bo* 10-1 Brwgtart Mta. CttrediBB, 1H dtts 

rg-Sfi l MONKHLL UMTED STAKES (CLASS E) 
£^J £4400 added In, 2f 

1 &02S3 RaBQM(lftCQBi»497 DHteWd2 

2 06000 HABNDANCSI Pft GlUoor&597 AOtttiV 

3 120406 8lFJ»cmiLBute497 IFE*»8 

4 230-24 MJBH0*rAClS3)CT(BR8H5iSndieSd594 — Ff|Mbl 

B 0-5515 »BgBPT(lftAJwfc38l2- . .. .. * Patty 3 

6 00540 IOCHAB.IiBBUHEClSSWwfc3610. — WIQttttflrS 

7 0005 WCHXnrrpftMTamiMBSBlO DH0p7 

8 30204 aWr5Pfar(27 }MsMto tiey387 ACte—aB 

-8 dedared- 

BEXlMft S»t fttet, 7-3 ftamUao, M Gee Bee Bty, HMfiMm 
T-l Ste Jft. 10-1 Mttri Rfty. an 8*Hy Dancer, M ch* al Vuuftim 


10 140431 FUI»OTM0W!R(p) W titer Arts JteewlK Calafftan BOPs)— RRiiirtR 9 

11 1-501* ncHUUM 01) tot OAsPDIriyBO Didder 80 Mltaayn? 

-Uiiacrired- 

Untaunvig^ft 8st T» fwrtcap ne0c: ftep Cricte ftp 73 J3t StBMc 7B 13ft Anrtn 7a 12fc 
Mate Dm te m tete OMrnff 7a lift Itafuln 79 10ft 

BEtnift 4d Prik* Vlmsm. M Deacrit Drop. 1M St Brifew, *1 MnUa. 7-1 Amftaa, M 
Racbteri, 104 fittri Don, Mwd Atatea, m. Saap Cadda Pep, 12-1 dttre 
199ft UB dare 8 17 Spate 13-2 lA Postal ttawi [U 10 ran 
RIRM GUDE 

MARE DORA reversed the Epaom tain te* Bated Ataake at Ascot teen ttth to Brave 
Kns over a mite, the leaders DKfcstnjnonhefln that soft pound last time and. wttfe 
Dancing Drop has a fine chance back on her faroured 0ound. Made Dora can take the 
even with no we&it pufl. Pteisir if Amen- keeps her form me* after a «xi0i season and 
even six fudongs m the soft ddn'tstop her a Epsom last week. For a* that. Anuban (Sec- 
ond to Out Une) and Denring Drop had her maanee a Sandown in May an smtor terms. 
TWs a RecbMEn's best trip, tefiie onennile Ascot winner Noisette could be aiyttwe tt a 
handicap after showing nothing In the Musrtora a flxfc S ettctfa n ; MARIE DORA 

fcTcl SIRlin & WWKER MADQI SUWES (CUSS D) (DIV 1} £6^500 
l~EJ added 2YD 7f Penalty Value £4y883 

1 DEWrtfth/ttBHBrtjjySO ISrirtl 

2 MMR8SA)0*ml»i«l«aDUTi|JOirttp90 SWs6 

3 OPERA KM6 (USA) fijcdcfthrrosaeed bn Saner 90 UWtail 

4 02 oinMl*M««B«(ra»nfflrirert6arerBtaxttJeHPO*90 rflalnaS 

5 5 SAMIS BE PRABB) (USA) (191 (te*V Knit f^aiW Ditto 90 JAJMnroe5 

6 lBfSM(tesVSne*njLCUi«nl90 Jtf»rocft(5)2 

7 THWSH9C Paced Manana) C Won 90 »H)** 

8 OT0l7(USA)IH9rtereftoBUd)Aiaouft9a Dtrinfron? 

9 02 B0BBItM2Zl£miMsBi)bt>rCah940rjSittN89 DCrttWwP] ID 

10 06 DANCE10 THE BEAT Oft Okrty lift RamteWAIIlBadBflfl f Norton 6 

-10fl«ttTd- 

BEITWt 3-10pare King. 4-lhrtant.9-ZS»ir4* B* ftaf»«l,5-l teatt, 7-lftjt*owtR68-lTan- 

tea, 10-1 N, 18-1 Bobfcydaala, 20-1 o8m 

199ft 8ea<fireion one 

FORM GARDE 

OKRA KWIS. an early faai by Storm BM. « fiom a jonl coming good, as demonstrated bj- 
a vrinnrtg newcomer juvente WmutawhaO a Sandam on sauday. SaW» Be Prated 
nada Ivs debut (beaon seven iengths) fn tfis ChGsftam a Rojol Ascot so farts a> pbwoiB 
ttavm in a maiden, and me Naahwan cob Hsaml represents Join Dunbp, who urn K wnh 
Btthae lost year. SrtaefloDS OPERA WNC 

SOHAM HANDICAP (CLASS D)£7fiOO added 5f Penalty Vah 
L™?Jub£5^90 

1 210340 QOWSAWME wra (lhe Squ«t9«W1Assm 9100 ROicriBnel7 

2 208313 MUD9 OWE (ft (PJflfJWlrtea jKtaon D Bswvtti 4 9 U TMs9 

3 *-2510 lflBMR»900OT(llSA|«}WO^CBireOrtBrtJTciar4911 SSwtasll 

4 423 ATUIKi58)(0n^HanB0nUfhne*»a«B3B7 Dltatewl 

5 2033S3 UJNARteSt(7jraiteRpA8w«dMI4eate49 7 RUMBd(7}18 

6 00-541 a«te«WHUirr(3)(m»teCWBaitM)RFafiey594 R imibwi [7) tt 

7 321603 9tB9MRACtE(17HBF)MAiawn)UBef394 MFsBttm* 

8 011501 S0Mea«ET® (ft aiSaudHSM Saunters 4 93 JR»M> 

9 001106 tWRTSaHBWKdsmtOrenhorylK tuny 491 MartM Ittjer (3) ZB 

10 OOOOl BOW- DOME (2ft (ft (CW Jones} MIMneS 91 AMeaB 

11 06180 PAGSB0r(17)(W(IfldSeareaiMPHaaani691 llteeror 5 

12 010315 LEyEUED(U)(ftMBRpnUd)UCrennan3 90 PPMwpfty (ft7 

S3 21154- 4WSW (4Cft (ft 14*958 12 L Battel 3 

14 DUX05 HAN0lJBllfl»tift(ft(Ui*renau«jaBiy4ail, Clotehtr(7)13B 

15 203000 68SML5ffrE»aftB**4Srixta9Nate9»585-ABBiteSsDte*f5?15B 

16 000303 NED'S BONANZA (W) Med JtteRU Dtt>882 Jl Roberts 16 S 

17 010032 «OI G10W MfftAlJBasesertNftooft 681 6 Otter 14 

18 503436 SOIDMAN (HOD (2ft (ft (Itn Dears P Fri&u 4 7 IQ RFbmcblftU 

-Sldccrired- 

MWnaan wetec 79 10b This handktt HrtftC Sountan 79 4fc 

BEIT)llft 7-1 ReyrtDowe, 15-2 SoaRteeet, 8-1 9Mow Me, 9-iLRa*aiySoelrty, 10-1 Grew Sew 

te». te v te ed, lid. At lage-RrenftW h tee y . 14-1 Nad's PB MB M .Mcb6riw,SMBIIRrada. IS- 
1MMOID.2D-1 often 

199ft 5tadni Jwy 6 8 12 J Fttune 61 (D Otenren) dHNUlOm ere 
FORM QUDC 

UTERARV sooery. snori of room over sh turtongs at Epsom last rifle, can wn ms off a 
7lb h&er mark for ris impress*!* run IromTwice As Shap ana Bono Sewage iBb beoen 
orer today's trtp on the Roteey Mde come « May. Netfo Bonanza wen tria ftw years ago 
wfen P« Eddery. He'fe m the reftc sort a fcnn m so wen oft ms favourable mark and his sx 
wins over the fttt tour yeas n»w baan gamed rt July, fteoere FWtrtaa winner Royte Donee 
aid Swan At tebafley. «*» wueraad 'fort farm with Sprite Carta a Doncaster nne days 
ago. are othsrs wVi a&ms. 
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10UR VERDICT: Success secures future Ibr British Isles team as coach pushes for home games. Chris Hewett reports from Joha S 


Lions told 



spread 


the word 


W ill Carling and a legion of like- 
minded Jeremiahs got it badly 
wrong: far from going the way 
of ail dinosaurs and disappearing from 
the face of earth, the Lion s have react- 
ed to the professional age so positively 
that they can no longer be counted 
among the world's endangered sportinn 
species. Their Juture is secure, cast in 
concrete foundations a mile deep by a 
special band of players who resisted the 
Springboks with their hearts and souls 
as well as bruised and battered bodies. 

What kind of future will be it be, 
though 1 ? Not even the hierarchical elite 
of European rugby’s most romantic in- 
stitution can agree" on the blueprint, the 
only certainty being the tour of Australia 
and New Zealand in four years' time. Ian 
McGeechan, triumphant for the second 
time as Lions coach and now up there 
in the tacticians' pantheon alongside Car- 
wyn James, is an unashamed expansionist 
pushing bard fora break with tradition 
by establishing home fixtures against in- 
coming southern hemisphere powers. On 
the other hand, Ray Williams, chairman 
of the Four Home Unions’ lours com- 
mittee, considers that sort of growth to 
be so much pie in the sky. 

“A total non-starter,” said Williams, 
spiking the afterglow of the 2-1 series vic- 
tory over the world champions with what 
he considered to be a strong measure of 
stark realism. "Apart from anything 
else, the timing would be difficult Lions 
teams come together and grow over a 
number of weeks in a tour environment 
and if they’re good enough, they forge 
themselves into a team of true world- 
class quality. 

“One-off games at home would be 
something very different, for the Lions 
would then be no more than a scratch 

team, rather like the 

Barbarians. The Baa- 
Baas concept is fine be- 
cause to all intents and 
purposes they are a 
club side. Sometimes 
they gell and you get 
something memo- 
rable, sometimes it 
doesn't work out. But 
the Lions are more 
than that because they 
compete with the best 

on an equal footing. . 

That can only be done 
in a tour setting.’’ 

McGcecbau. however, is convinced of 
the need for British and Irish players to 
regularly experience an intensity of rug- 
by over and above the comparatively low- 
key fare common to the Five Nations’ 
Championship. “We’re talking levels 
here and the only way 1 can think to es- 
tablish new levels is to get the Lions play- 
ing in Britain and Europe as well as south 
of the equator." he said yesterday. 

Good arguments on both sides, then, 
with the Williams camp more likely to 
prevail, if only because of the cluttered 
and claustrophobic nature of an in- 
ternational fixture list now tottering on 
the precipice of overkill. On average, a 
major rugby Test will be played on four 
weekends out of five for the rest of 1 997 
- minor Tests involving nations outside 
the traditional Big Eight take the num- 
ber up around eight for the calendar year 
- and with the best will in the world, it 
is difficult to see precisely how in- 
creased Lions activity could be shoe- 
homed into the equation. 

Anyway, McGeechan's greater con- 
cern is that the 40 players who laid bod- 
ies and reputations on Lhc fine from the 
Western cape to the northern Free 
Slate over the last seven weeks now com- 
mit themselves every bit as completely 
to spreading the gospel hack home. The 
1 W Lions may not have stunned the 
Bokke hordes with the quality of their 
attacking play in the Tests - “they won 
the series on their arses," said Rob An- 
drew. England's most-capped outside- 


the emotional victory in Durban 10 days 
ago - but leaving aside one chaotic 
swamp-wall owing pantomime against 
Border in East London, they produced 
some wonderful stuff in the provinces. 

“British and Irish rugby cannot afford 
it to end here, for that would be a crim- 
inal waste.** McGeechan said. “The 
tour is finished, gone, and there is always 
a sadness whentbe magic of the Lions, 


the unique drawing together of playets 
'ades 


from four countries, fades away with the 
last game. What makes it live on is when 
players return to their dubs and in- 
ternational set-ups and reproduce and 
enhance what was achieved in eight short 
weeks on foreign fields. 

“Knowina; these players as I do now. 
I don't think they will readily move away 
or retreat from the view of what is pos- 
sible in the game that we have established 
here. I wouldbe very disappointed if they 
let go of their ambition and we saw a Five 
Nations' Championship next year that 
was wholly unaffected by the Lions' 
achievement." 

Jim Telfer, McGeechan’s enormous- 
ly effective right-hand man on the 
coaching staff, echoed those sentiments 
with a word of caution. “Players are con- 
servative by nature,” he said. “They go 
back Into the comfort zone whenever the 
opportunity arises: very often, they 
won't bother to run the extra 30 or 40 
metres or score the extra 30 or 40 points 
when they’re winning the game doing 
what they're doing." Thai’s why our 
coaches have every bit as much re- 
sponsibility as the players to make sure 
these standards, new standards for 
British rugby, are maintained." 

There, then, is the challenge. A chal- 
lenge to the national coaches -Jack Row- 
ell" Kevin Bawring. Richie Dixon and 

Brian Ashton - as they 

contemplate next season’s 


‘British and Irish international programme. 

Rowell, in particular. 

rugby cannot 


afford to end it 
here - that 
would be a 
criminal waste’ 


should take the lessons of 
the lions on board for be 
saw his from five for- 
wards. the pride and jcy of 
England’s Triple Crown 
campaign last season, 
blown out of the water by 
a collection of unherald- 
ed Celts. 

Ireland now have 50 


per cent of a pack upon 
which to build u 


I while the Scots can look 
to Tom Smith. Doddie Weir, Rob Wain- 
wright and, in particular. Gregor 
Townsend to generate some Murrayfield 
momentum. But it is the Welsh who can 
look to the brightest future of all, pos- 
sessing as they do a Lions spine of Neil 
Jenkins, Rob Howley, Barry Williams 
and Scott QuinneO and a top-notch mid- 
field pairing of Allan Bateman and 
Scott Gibbs. If the genius of Arwel 
Thomas continues to blossom and Gwyn 
Jones slips as easily into a McGeechan - 
style equation as easily as his rich gifts 
suggest he should, the Red Dragon will 
be on the threshold of a new golden age. 

And McGeechan? For heaven’s sake, 
get the man involved at international lev- 
el, somewhere, anywhere. British and 
Irish rugby may be on a high following 
this remarkable South African sojourn, 
but it would be fooling itself if it felt 
strong enough to keep a world-class 
coach locked and chained to his office 
desk at Northampton. As McGeechan 
himself said on a n entirely different sub- 
ject: “It would be a criminal waste." 

■ Following last Saturday's 30-13 defeat 
by New Zealand, Australia have dropped 
prop Richard Harry and centre Daniel 
Herbert for Saturday’s Test against Eng- 
land. Herbert makes way for the return 
of Jason Utile, who missed the Bledis- 
loe Cup defeat with a hip injury. 


half and himself a double Lion, following 


AUSTRALIAN SQUAD (v England. Sydney Saturday): 
Backs: M Burt*. E Rattey. G Gregan. M Hamy, T Ho- 
/an. J Hoi Dock. S Latfiam. J Uflfe, S Payne . } R off. B 
Tune. FofWBnte: A Blades. C Blades. M Bnal. M Ca- 
pita. M OacMnln. T Gator. J Safes (captf. M Raley, D 
Many. E Mcttenzie, G Mor&an. B Robinson. D Wilson. 


Ten players who rose to new heights on the South Africa tour 



NeB Jenldiis . . 

No orte!s idea of a wotto- 
class ftirback, least' df all 
his oWTti but with 
immense application and 
a liberal measure of pure 
courage tig became a 
■^gamble worth, takingfor 
the. Lions selectors. Quite ' 
■Where thetouwsts would 
have "been wfttidut’ tits': 
wefJ-ntgh flawtesjs.kfcking 
is anyone’s gogg&tuE ft' j 
is safe to assume; they , 
would not be celebraSng' ■ 
a famous series Victor^- 



S’SPSe; 

Burnley was never likely v>«m. 
from the senes as a 0W* « 
wtne The contnbuoon he made .to 
We paX both o toW artjf iter- 
ing runner on the pitch ant J JjJkJ-' 
hugely entertaining and cotourfu 
Character off it. far outwatfwa rt*. 

Sdd miSeci tackle or 

cide run. One of a close-knit parly’s 
centre! figures. 


Jeremy Guscott 

The legend grows and 
deepens- . Superficially 
speaking, Guscotf s series- 
dinching drop goal at ling's 
Park was an all-too-rare ex- 
ample of his instinctive ge- 
nius for the game, but the 
man's mere presence on 
the rugby fields of South 
Africa was more than 
enough to give the oppo- 
. sition a severe dose of the 
heebie-geebies. in addi- 
tion, he again proved him- 
self without peer as a drift 
defender at the top level. 




Scott mbs 

Outstanding. The Bote 
. .'.must be wishing the dis- 
l-V ciplinary panel in Prato- - 
Vria had suspended Gibbs 
ibr rather more than one 
game following his 
punching excesses 
against Northern Trans- 
vaal. A ban for' the re- 
mainder of the tour 
' would have been about 
. right from South Africa's 
point of view, for when it 
r.’came to the . Tests the 
: Swansea centre estate 
ifished himself asa dom- 
: inarlt force. Poor Os du 
. :Randt still has the.brufcr 
es; if anyone needs con- 
: ; firrnation. 



A marginal winner of titsawani foe ;i. 
the unfrjcWest tounsL just srieaK- ^ 
mg ahead of Eric MHter an Bar- 
ly Williams on crounfo&dk; > A 
Batemanwasprobabhr-no.cer- 
tainfy - the raost compfete mid- • 
field performer among the Lions - 
but missed out on all but the sec- 
ond half of the final Test through 
injury problems and the more par* 
ocular gfts possessed fcySbbs and 
Guscott. Made the cteanest break 
of the series when he did get on 
at Elfis Park. 



Gregor Townse nd 

* Much maligned by somey 
but the.Uons missed his wit " 

. . and ingenuity when the 

Bote began to roar in Jo- . 
*. ftanrresburg. He was nev- 
arlikefyfo prove himsetf the 
most complete outside- V. 
half in the world, but Jus 

heavily stylised approach; - 

silted to unusually rich re- 
serves of raw guts, made ■ ... 
him .a Test certainty. Hfs ;j. 
heart- in- the-'mduth raids.'-;: 
on the Springbok 22 in the . . ■* 
; •- ■ decisive closing minutes of-.-,. 

^e Durban epic were 
^-'-•priceless-" 


Jeremy Davidson 

A stunning realisation of 
a rich, rich talent Eng- 
land's Simon Shaw 
travelled to South Africa 
as a stone-cold Test cer- 
tainty, only to And his 
Irish rival soaring high- 
er in the line-outs, 
scrummaging his socks 
off at every set-piece 
and galloping faster 
around the pitch than 
anyone could possibly 
have predicted. He 
went face to face with 
Mark Andrews, the 
king-pin lock front Na- 
tal, worked his way im- 
der his skin . ^and 
cleaned him out Ab- 
solutely brilliant. • 



Not so much the ~ ■ : 
Trappist of the. tour- 

less on the pitch tftari’Off ^ 

achievement But faim'rtb^&^e-Gan i 

undoubtedly play arid he' 



.</ . 


of Graham Rowntree ariitiasOft' 
tackle counts and safe hanefe afe pai . 
cel of the modem prop’s game and^rotfois 
very definitely a mod. . £ 






.V -2 if 


• Koftb Wood • 

. Utteriy : srepressfote, a ; fcroe-af-nature hooker with a iest for rug- 
by at its m^est and toughest With a titan like Os du Randt in 
the opposing font row, the Lions needed foot-soldiers In the' trench- 
es who would Stand up to be counted. 

Wood was always the first on- his feet, staring the Boks squa re. In 
. the .eyetfaH^ ; myitirtg thern to do their worst and promising retali- 
atidn in spade& : Ghrewd kicking game, '.too. 


Lawrence DaDagBo 

The most, influential forward in the 
pride ■- andi'foat fodudes Martin . 
Johnsbn, the'eap tatfi DaHagfo’s ex- 
traordinary. appetite for the fray 
mariredhim outas the Uons^ roost 
implacable, waffior; but he also 
braught judganent and intelligence 
“to fte rolaARer two storining Tests ■ 
On the blfnd-sde flank, he pulled on , 
the No 8 shirt in Johannesburg and 
performed evert better If England 
have any sense, they will build their 
side around him. 


ie bac 
:ur at \S 


THE 1997 LIONS; A STATISTICAL APPRECIATION 


May; Easttm'ftodmw Jnwtettan XV, Pen — 
Mfcwon 33-01; ZB May: BortimEasiUxjrtort 
Woo ieu: 31 May; Western Pnw*e. Caw 
Tow Won 33£A: * Jbwk Mpumalanga. Wft- 
■ bdhlt Wan 7 Jim* Nqntnm lianaa#, 

. Pnuartae U« 30-35: U Juo« TmfiwW, Jo- 

- ban;Won^-12;17Jdii«En»iflngS^ia»fe 
Woffington: «Vn 31 -22: 21'Ame: FUJ* T»art 
SOUra AFWCA, Caps To MB W too 25-1S; 3* 
Jana: Otang! Free ,S?a».Btowrt f wrtwrWon 
S2-20; 28 ^nKSeoood Test SOUTH AFRICA. 
Dwtws Won lS-lfif 2Jutr: rtonhml^esam. 
W«(om; Won 67-39; B Wy- TWnflwt SOUTH 
-ABBQ*. J dia rw*n* g Uwl&SS.; ' . 


' . p w o . L- a- 

T0SS- " 3 ". 2-. O.. i: 59 .. .66 

rTotoftfSAWor « 16~, 6..-2U.--.1 , 
Outer . ’ 10 9. .0= S : *21 205 


Total 


is ,ii. p; ’ jt. mo ja* 


SCORERS ’ 

to tests: N fenfro «*i pas (i eon, 13 pansNj 
(bang Gm*i tosHngs'reconJ oT3®; M Da*? 
»n'2 ute: Atait Ivy. > Quscottl flrop ®>afc 

Leading scows on tau- . . 

-T . C P DR teta». 

TSthnpson - 23 15. "■* fill- 

N Jsrtvna 2- 17. 2Z 110. 

TUMonwort . 7 S& -. 


j Bflrnteji 
J Quaiatt 
Ntoi " •■ • 

RWamwi^tt 

MUawBon 

rasra 
M Regan ' 

5 Shaw - \ 
A "felt * 


7 : 
4 
■A 
4 
3 ; 
3 
2 ■ 
2 
2 


r V. 35 

1--23 

20 

•'4 '.-20. 

- -15 

l ". -• 15 

10 ' 

io‘ 

' - 10 ; 


sacti: 


The foUcnyfriS aooried ona 
N&ctLABatenwi; kflradten^L 
WGramanbcLA Hedt» G. Rnwnfree. OWetr 
(totaled, ' ■; ._ • -; v . '. '7, 

TatHltriesScore<fc56; Coitvcrsiona^ 40; 
PwniUes; ^ Drop &>ahK 2. . 
CawrfUea of irtun ftau)^ ^Graykin Hb(gh 
strain); Oobcfie Weir-a^ee. aftw being 
-stamped on); Scott Quimett (04rn injury); 
Robert Kturtey (CUstocated sho^der); win 
Greenwood (concussed, aid dislocated 
.shoulder after spear tackle);: l Evans (groin 
injury, aggravated tn- training): Keith Wood. 
Igroiry: Mai Taft ®dri):-Jason Leonard ftnm 
tregh rausder; Kyran Bracken (collarbone 
injury); EncMter (th@> musete): Jerenv Gus- 
cott (brrtan Ooriem left , arm); Tony Un- 
derwood horn 

Haughty bwrr Scott GiUh — burned Mr 
one match alter being found^uBty of trtow- 
r® a punch at Grant ESeitiwzm during 
match vNcotham Transvaal. 


Appewwices . 

. . ; ToW : Testa 

iappS49.foiiacemiw.in tmeheW 


N Jensfe# 
TSUmpsan 
rwidswwd 
»Bea! r 
)Btm*y ? . 

1 Evwa - - 

ABawman - 
SQht». A 
JSwicob' 

ATat V 

W Greenwood ; : 
■PiSrayww - 
GTawtaeod .' . 
M Dawson i ' 
RHMrtey. •; 
AHfotoy- 
J-loonaid 
D .tbuog ' 
GRowntrae • • 
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: 605 
G 111' ' 
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r Smith. ■' 
PWafiace 


KWOO0 
B Williams 
5 Shaw 
M Johnsoa . 
S Davidaon 
DVfeir 
RH» .• 
R.Wrtiw&H 
LOalofiW.. 
EMflter. 
TRoatw 
STWnneO 
N Bach 
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5 

4 Til 
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3 
5 
7 
7 
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Wet Wimbledon salutes its warming rays of sunshine 


The Championships have rarely 
been so down to earth, from the 
exuberance of People's Sunday 
to the wear and tear betrayed 
by the Centre Court after a fort- 
night of rain delays and the 
dragging of one or two feet. 

Happily, there was sunshine 
on the concluding two days, so 
it was appropriate in more 
ways than the obvious that Sir 
Geoffrey Cass, the new presi- 
dent of the Lawn Tennis Asso- 
ciation. should be seated at the 
top lahle for the Champions' 
Dinner at the Savoy on Sunday 
evening. 

Sir Geoffrey, who was 
knighted for hts accomplish- 
ments as the chairman of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, 
must have worked wonders be- 
hind lhe scenes lo replace Much 
Ado .4 hot it Nothing with All’s 
Well 77 tat Ends Well. 

Among the uncrowned 
chtimpions was Chris Gorringe, 
the chief executive of the All 
England Club and the friendly 
messenger of foul weather. 



John Roberts on the 

Championships that saw tennis 
beat the rain to come up smiling 


“Ladies and gentleman, the 
latest news from the London 
Weather Centre..." 

In doubles, the Australian 
“Woodies". Todd Woodbridge 
and Mark Wood for de, contin- 
ued to reign on court, but no 
duo performed with greater 
diligence than Alan Mills, the 
referee, and Eddie Seaward, the 
head groundsman. 

Although delayed, the arrival 
of the mixed doubles champi- 
ons. Oyril Suk and his sister, He- 
lena Sukova, was greeted with 
relief as well as pleasure. Their 
presence was confirmation that 
the tournament would not have 
to be extended into a second 
Monday, 

The Jti-year-old Martina 
Hingis and the 25-year-old Pete 
Sampras, having vindicated 
their No I seeding far Che re- 


spective singles lilies, enjoyed 
an opportunity to relax without 
having to wait for the covers to 
come off anything other than 
the main course. 

(The dinner of champions? 
La Bonne Bouche, La 
t lchvsoisse Froide. Le Supreme 
dc Volatile en Chemise, Sauce 
T in Blanc aux Fruits des Bois, 
Les Pommes Oliwttes, Le Ren- 
dez-Vous dc Legumes. Le Pond- 
ing d'Ete Sway, Le Cafe Savoy, 
Les Pralines en Surprise.) 

Behind Hingis was the Swiss 
flag, which was also making a 
debut as a focal point of the cel- 
ebration. John Curiy, the All 
England Club's chairman, con- 
gratulated Hingis on the ma- 
turity of her game for one so 


youn^t and hoped that she 


would return to be wined and 
dined on many future occasions. 


Curty also paid tribute to the 
efficiency of Sampras's second 
serve and the consistency of his 
service returns - “and. of 
course, there's bis volleying, and 
the running Forehand...” 

Whether viewed from the an- 
gle of spectator, commentator 
or competitor, few flaws were 
noted in Sampras's game as the 
American virtually glided to his 
fourth singles title. 

Ilic Naslase, passing the 
press box while making his way 
to his seat during a change-over 
in one of the matches, was 
asked if he would have relished 
playing Sampras in that form. 
“Naaaaa!" 

Hingis thanked everybody, 
particularly her mother. 
Melanie, and worked in the 
passing shot that she had 
looked up to Sampras ever 
since she first came to Wim- 
bledon as a junior. “It’s a pity 
that the champions don't dance 
any more." she said. 

“That was a very good 
speech for your first time here." 


Sampras told Hingis. “When I 
was here for the first time, l 
couldn’t put two words to- 
gether. so I’m very impressed 
with that." 

The majority of observers 
were impressed with No I, 
whether the subject happened 
to be Sampras, Hingis, or the 
new No 1 Court, which appears 
destined to grow in people's af- 
fections as the number of great 
matches staged in the fine are- 
na begin to mount. 

Tun Henman, the British No 
1, advanced to the quarter-finals 
for a second consecutive year, 
and on this occasion he" was 
joined in the last eight by Greg 
Rusedski, the British No 2. 

The temptation is to draw a 
veil over their performances on 
the second Thursday, when 
both men served only disap- 
pointmenL 

Henman was outclassed by 
Michael Stich, the 1991 cham- 
pion, and Rusedski was short 
of energy and inspiration when 
confronted by Cedric Pioline. 



Pete Sampras lights up the Savoy Photograph: Allsport 


However, guarded optimism 
is recommended. If Henman 
and Rusedski learn from their 
experiences and mistakes. a.s 
they should, other British hope- 
fuls will continue to take en- 
couragement. Five years ago. 
Ihe notion of two Brils in the 
quarter-finals would have been 
laughed out of court. 

Wimbledon will survive with- 


out Boris Becker, and certainly 
without Michael Stich.. both of 
whom have departed the scene. 
.As for other absent friends, ir re- 
mains to be seen whether Stef- 
fi Graf and Andre Agassi will 
recover the will and the fitness 
to make another challenge. 

Although talk of a roof tend- 
ed to dry up with the rain, the 
Club will consider wavs of im- 


proving the Championships,"! 
and not only those suggested by J 
fair-wuather friends. '' 

Earlier starting times on ulT. 
the courts helped clear the’! 
backlog of matches on this oc-; 
easion. but a fair amount of luck * 
was involved. Although tradi- 
tion remains the cornerstone of 
Wimbledon's world-wide ap- i! 
peal, a review of the scheduling 
is in order. If a move to earli- 
er starting times offers the or-/ 
ganisers scope for manoeuvre, 
why dully until 2pm on lh^ 
main show cuurts’’ 

Curry's parting shot on Sun- 
day evening was not ia tended 
to be quite so reminiscent of 
Loony Tunes" “That's All 
Folks!", and. in any event, there 
were smiles of empathy when.'] 
the chairman said, ‘And tbni rer- 
ally is the end of J Wimbledon! - 
1997... Phew!" 

■ Greg Rusedski vestcrfeT 
moved up from 27 u> 24 in the 
world rankings - the highest 
ATP ranking of his career. Tifl 
Henman remains at 211 
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sport 


Slow start 
for Open 
hopefuls 


Tim Glover watches 116 players who are 
dreaming of Troon at a regional qualifier 


Had they been playing in the 
|r Open champi onship itself, they 
would -have been timed and 
lined. 

Four and a half horn - rounds 
per threebaL was the norm and 
that was in perfect conditions at 
Hankley Common Golf Club 
yesterday, one of 13 venues in 
a huge logistical exerase called 
regional qualifying. 

That is just the beginning. At 
Hankley Common, course de- 
signed by the great James 
Braid in the heart of Surrey, 
1 16 hopefuls played one round 
of strokeplay, the leading 14 
going through to final quali- 
fying. 

In Scotland, just before the 
Open they win play another two 
rounds of purgatory in places 
like Irvine, Bogsrde, Kil- 

■ mamock, Barassie for the slim 
chance of actually getting into 
the Open at Royal Troon. 

Every year the R&A solemn- 
ly pronounces on the evils of 
slow play but on yesterday’s ev- 
idence they do not appear to put 
their money where their mouth . 
is. 

“Its a desperate situation’' 
said one of the R&A blazers at 
Hankley Common. “It’s all 
about attitude and coaching. 
They have pre-set routines 
which they will not waver from. 
Even the boys, picking up bad 
habits from television, are tak- 
ing an age to hit a shot. It's ter- 
ribly hard to know what to do.** 

The R&A’s reluctance to 
start playing traffic warden in re- 

■ gional qualifying tournaments 
| is understandable. The compe- 
tition is a lucrative source of in- 
come. 

Over 1,600 competitors, pro- 
fession and amateur, paid £75 


each for a round on courses 
from Aberdeen to Portsmouth. 
If they happened to be from 
abroad, dollars, pesetas or 
francs would do nicely. 

It was a particularly frus- 
trating day for Martin Chase, 
an Englishman who teaches 
golf in Germany. Chase, who 
came over for the weekend, hit 
his trail into a clump of heather 
at the fourth and damaged his 
wrisl.as he attempted to extri- 
cate it He was forced to retire. 

No such problems for Keith 
Waters who returned a par 71 
which was the height of re- 
spectability. 

What caught most players out 
was the speed of Hankley Com- 
mon’s greens. They registered 
in excess of 10 on the stimp- 
meter and while that may not 
be in Augusta National class it 
is pretty quick by British stan- 
dards. 

Waters used to be a regular 
on the European Tbur, the one 
in the players' lounge studiously 

the Financial Times. Not that 
there was any danger that the 
FT would be well thumbed by 
his colleagues. 

Apart from last year, Waters 
has been in final qualifying for 
20 seasons on the Grot At the 
age of 39 he is deputy manag- 
ing director of the European Se- 
niors Tbur. 

His last competitive tourna- 
ment was the British Masters 
in 1995. Yesterday morning 
he got his bags but of the 
garage for the first time in two 
years. 

“By entering I was giving my- 
self an incentive to play and 
practice, 1 ' Waters said He has 
played in 10 Open champi- 



Fairway to heaven; Jonathan Simpson teesr off at Hankley Common yesterday in his attempt to qualify for the Open Photograph: Robert Hallam 

Storm misses course record on final hole 


onships, two of them at Royal 
Troon. 

In those days Waters used to 
be a running mate of Nick 
Price - until something extra- 
ordinary happened in Harare. 
The quietly spoken English- 
man put down his FT before 
beating Price in a play-off for 
the Zimbabwean Open in 1991. 

“Everybody hated me," Wa- 
ters said “Except the book- 
makers and my caddie." 


The English amateur squad 
player Graeme Storm was one 
shot off the Copt Heath course 
record as he reached the final 
qualifying round of next week’s 
Open at Royal Troon with sev- 
eral strokes to spare. 

Storm, from Wynyard Park, 
needed a mere two putts on the 
final green for a five-under-par 


66 , but instead he recorded his 
only bogey in an otherwise 
flawless round by taking three 
to get down. 

Storm's frustrating putting 
lapse was, however, nothing 
compared to the trauma that 
was suffered by the Indian 
golfer Indrajit Bhalotia. 

Having played in the group 


behind Tiger Woods when the 
American won the Honda Clas- 
sic in Bangkok recently, he was 
keen co take another look at him 
at Troon next week. 

The Indian had reached the 
final qualifying round near the 
same venue in 1989, but this 
time his hopes were dashed by 
the dick Copt Heath greens. 


“When I played a practice 
round here last Friday, the 
greens were wet and slow," he 
said. 

“This time they were much 
faster and today 1 three-putted 
three greens and four-putted 
another - and therefore I miss 
out on one of the places by four 
strokes," 


Woods 
back to 
No 1 in 
the world 


Tiger Woods regained his place 
as world No 1 on Sunday night 
with a three-stroke victory in the 
USPGA Western Open in Illi- 
nois. his sixth US Tour title in 
10 months as a professional. 

Woods returned after a week 
of rest to finish at 13 under par 
on 275, pulling away from Frank 
Nobilo of New Zealand, who 
finished second. 

"I won with my mind this 
week. I really did, n 'Wbods$aid. 
“1 didn't drive the ball particu- 
larly well, my iron game was 
pretty good and my pulling 
came in spurts. It's nice to get 
in the club-house and win a 
tournament with your mind 
like that. That's what wins ma- 
jors because you’re not always 
going to hit it well." 

Woods, who non (he Masters 
by a record 12 strokes, struggled 
at the US Open and look a 
break last week. “Rest had a lot 
to do with it." he added. “Last 
week. I really didn't do very 
much, just kind of relaxed, had 
fon a little bit. 

“When 1 came out this week, 
I was able to have intensity for 
all J Slides, and not haveil come 
in spurts and all of a sudden go 
lackadaisical. When you're tired, 
that's exactly what's going to 
happen because your body and 
mind can't take it." 

He will also skip next week 
to prepare for his first appear- 
ance at the Open as a profes- 
sional starling on 17 July at 
Royal Troon. 

In 1997. the 21 -year-old 
Woods has won four titles and 
more than £lm. reaching S 2 m 
in career earnings faster than 
anyone before. With nearly half 
of the season to go. Woods is 
within £15,000 of the full sea- 
son money record, set last year 
by Tom Lehman. 

Nobilo chased Woods for 
much of the final round but 
missed a chip for par on the last 
hole to end any hope. Ameri- 
cans Justin Leonard. Steve 
Lowery and Jeff Stuman shared 
third place on 279. 




Cowie back in 
favour at Wigan 


\V- 


H'l 






Rugby League ~ 

DAVE HADFTELD 

Wigan have settled their quar- 
rel with their prop forward Neil 
Cowie. who was sent home in 
disgrace from Australia after 
skipping a training session. 

Cowie. who has played for 
Whies and Great Britain, was ex- 
pected to be put on the trans- 
fer list but the Wigan coach, Eric 
Hughes, said yesterday he had 
- served a dub suspension and 
9 was now back in full training. 
The club fined three other play- 
ers last week for their behaviour 
on the flight home. 

Wigan still face allegation: of 
vote-rigging at the shareholders' 
meeting in May that kept its 
chairman. Jack Robinson, in 
power. The board has already 
agreed to a new vote in Sep- 
tember but a Wigan fan has mark 


Athletics _ 

1 ST 0 C«HOLMG*^PR 0 C(S«O^^ 
lOOoc lABotton Jnrl 9.95sec 2 M Gf^Je 

ftJSJ 10.03. 3 D MUCheD lUSl j Q.02; a D 
Brantwatib lC8l 1033. UOm B Bwt 1A 
johnson 1 US 1 30 . 26: 2 H Gflftri ID S* 2036 : 
STDouiJfc. (Bern) 20.87. 40Q M hpr Sw: 

i a fSJ&n iusi -iao« a 
Sana s j woo* ius> 4a3>. 

iHnlorhnntr 1 U KiwranU Wan) 8 rrw 
01 flOsec; 2 W KipMter IHenj &C2.77; 3 B 

■ M Janes tllSl 22I& 2 CFreemai (Agr22.«* 
3 M Irsiwenwcusi iftuS) 22 T2. 80QW 1JJ 
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Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUS ChcafiP WMcSm 6 
- BoaKtf 5. 8 tuns® Cuy 7: T “™- 

u> 2 New Yantetf. 0 : Deiwa 
. mao O, Miftw*** 6 Mowesrta 2 . OaUand 
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specific accusations over the r^- 
ging of presty votes. 

The Wigan referee Robert 
ConnoBy has comptomed over re- 
marks by the Salford coach, 
Andy Gregory, after his side's de- 
feat at Leeds on Sunday. Gregory 
slammed Connolly’s perfor- 
mance and called for full-time 
rtferees. The Rugby League bas 
launched an investigation. 

The more wide-ranging in- 
vestigation into what is wrong 
with the game in Britain has co- 
opted the Great Britain coach, 
Fh3 Larder, on to the think-tank 
headed by Joe Lydon. 

Larder's former dub. Sheffield 
Eagles, have signed the North- 
ampton rugby union centre Neil 
Law, who has agreed terms with 
the dub after impressing in a 
number of Affiance games. 

Oldham could lose centre 
Vince Rrwcett for the rest of the 
season with a hamstring injury. 


Football 

Martin Butler, the Walsall striker; is to 
have ca/te wfth AsooK, of toys Serfs B. 
Real Madrid have offered Brazilian 
dub Sao Paulo 2.9 biffion pesetas 
l£lZ12rri) tor *e Brarifian intanatfanBi 
Striker Denflson. Deni Ison, 19, attract- 
ed the attention of European dubs wfth 
his oirtsbMVftigperfamiance In Brad's 
recent Capa America triumph, 
huan Roberts, the Wolves' Vtfateh in- 
ternational striker, has agreed a £lm 
transfer to Norwich. Marit Venus, the 
Waives defender, is eonsktering a mow 
to Ipswich as part of a deal that would 
take Steve Sedgey to Molineux, while 
Wbfces' manse* Mark McGhee has con- 
firmed Ms Interest in the Cettic pair Pe- 
ter Grant and "fash McKnisy. 

sasssarar.Bgsg 

isffstrztssnsff: f-eg. 

SireOoioe'e ICcrt 3 Aawu tS»*) 0: Maceab 


Holmes too hot for Quirot 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTIOM 

Kelfy Holmes' prospects of win- 
ning at this summer’s World 
Championships brightened still 
further last night as she out- 
sprinted Cuba’s world champi- 
on, Ana Quirot, to win the 800 
metres in the Stockholm Grand 
Prix. 

Holmes, who contemplated 
retirement after injury ruined 
her chances of a medal at last 
summer's Olympics, finished 
in lmm 57. 15sec, narrowly out- 
side her British record of 
1:56.21, but enough to put her 
at the top of the world rankings. 

The 27-year-old Army 
sergeant, who mil be leaving the 
Fores later this year to con- 
centrate on her running, also 
leads the 1500m rankings after 
her national record in the British 
grand prix last Sunday week. 

She is concentrating this year 


ftriah TJoa (te) 0 Caktty M 0. Om 4 > S: Bo«- 
tAMSIFMjetiODrarno Moscow <Bus> X, Go* 
(Bdj4 Sti*w* (Nor) 3. Onx* B: RfcnxtHi**- 
mw 2 Mum iun> 3; Hamburg. SV /G«»? 3 
Odense OB [Deni i. Group 7: PC Utwhmbm 
1L« 0 Wwtef Busmen fl3«T 3: fctanmispor (Jim> 
2 Vases Butanes [Hun) 0. Groan fc Lnmnwi 
(BeQ 1 He»w»sd <Sw« U KonesnW (Nui 0 
Turun Peaosem ffW) 2 . Groep * MSK ZBm 


upon the 1500m. but has not 
nded out the possibility of dou- 
bling up in Athens, whatever 
course she rakes, this season 
looks like providing hexwith the 
rewards denied her last year, 
when a stress fracture cm the eve 
of the Gaines ruined her 
chances. Last night's rewards 
were topped off by a S10.000 
(£ 6 . 000 ) diamond for setting a 
new stadium record. 

AloBoklon produced a sprint 
double which bodes ill for iris ri- 
vals in Athens, winning the 
10 Om in 9.95 - despite throwing 
his arms up into the air two me- 
tres from the line - and the 200 m 
in 19J82, the fastest tune in the 
world this year. Both times he 
finished ahead of his training 
partner Maurice Greene, the 
winner of the US trials 100m. 

Hicham El Guerrouj of Mo- 
rocco, who missed the world 
mile record by half a second in 
Oslo on Friday night when he 
ran 3:44.90, decided in his dis- 


appointment to make an at- 
tempt on Nou redefine Morrell's 
world 1500m record of 3:27.37, 
but h proved too much, too soon 
afterwards. The 22-year-old 
slowed in the final straight and 
had to settle for the fastest time 
in the world this year, 3:2931. 

The double Olympic cham- 
pion Michael Johnson is unlikely 
to receive a wild card to compete 
in the World Championships af- 
ter alL The International Ama- 
teur Athletic Federation 
president, Prnno Nebiolo, had 
proposed giving the American a 
wild card when he failed to 
qualify for the United Slates 
team after injury forced him to 
miss the US trials last month. 

USA Track and Field, who 
have refused to change their aria 
qualification rules, immediately 
welcomed the idea of a special 
invitation. But there is growing 
opposition within the IAAF, the 
sport's governing body, to the cre- 
ation of a wfid-card system. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


IStovam 0 OtymiAie Lyon <ft| 5. Wwp IftGlfr 
ria m<m jfWoTspASAVina (BuD 1 : Mont- 
{Mb m 3 CufericU M 0 a. Onuv XL FU*»m 
Cetfr (Skmn) a MmM Nagcrod (RuV 2; An- 
Wyaspw (Tub 0 Meccsbi HbA IW 2 . Grau» 
12; Toipodo Moscow (Rust ^ HaraWS Salonta 
(®l 1; Mown 91 iGnaBB) 5 Ftanana (Mauj Q. 
SUNDAY’S UUG RESUUS; Wortd Cup Quab- 


1 MW pen 58) A®wwa i (tManto 30. vww 
«lj. IHnciM: VwwuBis 1 IMtanBa 77) 
Ecuaaar 1 iVhrada 54j. 

Golf 

OPEN QWMPKINSHV (GB or M BrtMS |M> 
ad) Eart* quaflOen fbr Anal round: South 
MrtR 6SL BOBfidor (BDd*s»and Cotton). 
89 J (WbodhnagB). 70 s Whdfci (EnitekD; 
N WehOM (H*n 0 ton/. T Baity (Cnesham and 
ley MB; S Piffit (Was* Mafcig); J Pireert (SmV 
Loda): J Uwray (Shonfendy, C IXasan (Rj; / 
Chaien <sp). 71 J Udslfiy (Moor Pan); L Fame* 


RACING RESULTS 


S.O 0 : L QARAPOUR fT> 8 ncfl) 

DMUrt BuauW 4-7 tv. 3. taal 8-1. 10 rah 
V- IV*. (L Cumanl. Nowmartet). Tote 
£18.40: £4430. £1.10. £2.m DR £22.40. 
CSF: £26.28. Tltt £33-40. 
ptaccpot: £54.80. Qradpofc £2070. 
PtaZe: £158.13- Ptee 5; £63-02. 

MUSSELBURGH 
2JS; 1. Httl- OB QUEST ®- 

1 aTouniiilM Cad«t 11-2: 3. OMwaW* 
m 7.1. 8 nm. 7-4 fwTarigame n^t._2‘/ : , 
cm -A d. iM W ESsteriw. She»W)Mlon). Tote 

££ S^rS. E26 ^°- 

TSSUl SM (K 7-2 2- 

Vnftrort Dash 20-1: 3. ftd) 7-1. S run. 7-4 
fcw SrthesWtt l 6 ttU- IV*. IV*. (**S M tej 1 
IS. Tote £«(X £1.60. £2.70, 
ffibTl.Sl.70. CSF: £62.82. Trka® 
S®. 3 aTna £75.10. vwmerboua* «lor 


4j«8: a. DEE PEE TEE CEE <T Lucas) ft- 
4 bv; a. K«BS Man 7-1; 3. NlftwMtn 14- 
1 . Him*. 3%. (M W Eaawty. Shewff 
Hunan). Toto: £2.40: £1.10, £74X>. £230. 
Dual Forecast £31213 CSF: £15-84. Tno- 
asc FJ. 1 J-SQ. Too: £25.40. Non Huiwar 


trisSeMTsS^ SSssasaESPS 

n^Jto«den. Tlws*). T«te 



14 ran, J 1 rw- -■ ----- 

— ssfs- 

ulo £t n wo w a "°°- csf - 


zp, r^T^den. Terete 
£L80. WhO, £5.00. W; 
f 3 ftSj.Sfoi. 02 . Wt £202-35- Tta 

°S >- “SSSS 

«en m fcw; 2 . Fwtto a^s. 

1 ^*; JJS. MM* ®^S.‘L S a»oei «« 

nut urxti-i 4 does n« .Wk- 


£1.60- CSF ; t 2 * 38 ’ 


Ptac*pot £155.70. QMtepat £8.20. 
Place & £10057, Ware R £2842. 

MPON 

T4Kk 1. SUN MARK (5 Sanctrel 9-Sh 2, 
nnninltnrelfan 3-1 taw. 8 BcnrraniSMM 
10-1. 15 ren. ML 4. tMrs ASroftbentt. Hate 
£A30i £L90, £190, £4,10. OftmoftCSF: 
X19.19. Ino: £47.00. Non Runrws: 

Sidra. Rush Ma Mo* & Twaneti. No bid tor the 
wtmwr. 

7 £& i lilW n«rs MAW U C*m» 
4-1 Jtfew. 2. Pitme Kant Ms* WB4. 

ton}, fcte £500: £ 3 . 70. £5^0, a70. OF: 
£21.40 CSF: £26.59. Tna £68-90- 

WINDSOR 

<L4ft2.IUR0tB0N OTWO »■!; 
2 . Vow Moat VMcorni 7-t 3- ntaeoW 

Jaw, 13 r»i r- sra-na » 

Dual Forecast £46-70. Compiffif stwa 
Frawasc £132.06. Tneasc M6S.60- Tim 

a «&i. JUZMNS U «sri) 13^ 2*°^- 
knot DuchMft 11-4: 3. Epwortt 2 1 ^ 
S ren. 2. 3. P*ss Gw “ 

n ift . £1,90, Dual Forecast £8.40. car. 
£2154. 


(Mow PaiW; M K^tetofcGocm. North*®*: 
66 M Kfwifer (Caros HNte H Sunneccain I- 
hdtat; L lames (’Em DonaO. 67 M Sean- am- 
ma aj* 7 w Hu). 68 C Gane Mnearoixft: K 
Jonas (US): R Stand iSttrtjhamj. SB R Bfcmey 
amareur (Trewosei: 5 MacFTKoon (Femsama 
Fenyr. M Johnson lAufr S Alen (West Surrvt 
D Hodgson (SK*e Pogesj; P Sdwter (RAC). 
C tebe n ria: 66 A Ctera* (PowfeM). 67 K Hut- 
ton ptwifeut; w MaieMM* (Ao cn aem ma o. 
68 C Mdchel amateur (BlateMneX; C Itonafe? 
fiotianee House/; 0 Varmei (marcutteri. 68 S 
Rtr&sw (Gmr. S Caflan (EMnenoW; P Smart 
(Neaanachai ): D Water ametam (Paadeyl; H 
Mandrel iftovel Oxirey a»ml: P totieJ CU*it- 
rnddryi; R Beanies amateur (Vftdkj. 70 S 
Thompson KBeddochK S Young amateur (ln- 
•emacwiyi. 

Jay Si|£i won the Kroger Sertor Ctas- 
ejc on Sunday, firing a five under par 
66 to win die event by seven strokes 
at the Golf Centre at Wfe isbnd. Stgel. 
vwmine for the s *ond time this year 
on me Senior Tout played the 54 holes 
in 18 under par 195. tsao Aoki, me de- 
fentfing champion, was second at 11 
underwrite Dave 0jaia.LaflyG8&ert and 

John Jacobs finished two strokes fur- 
ther adrift 


■ Mick Easterby led the way on 
a day of doubles at Musselburgh 
yesterday when the in-form Sher- 
iff Hutton trainer won the first and 
last races with Mill End Quest and 
Dee Pfee Tee Gee. Both horses were 
powerfully ridden by Teny Lucas 
and Easterby has now recorded 
nine winners in the last fortnight. 
MIH End Quest landed a real old 
fashioned touch in the Prestonpans 
Median Auction Maiden Stakes 
when scoring by two and a half 
lengths. Badred down from 13-1 to 
half those odds, the filly sprinted 
away in the hands of tbe Australian 
p0oLAS7,000^1j000 and four bets 
of £500 were the biggest wagers 
struck about MjO End Quest who 
looks sure to foflow up. Dee Bee 
The Cee only scrambled home by 
half a length from Kass Alhawa af- 
ter dictating the pace in the con- 
cluding Mill Hill Handicap. The 
top weight is on fire as lids was his 
fourth success in a row and fifth in 
all this year. Mary Rcyeley was also 
in double mood scoring with Sushi 
Bar and Broctune Gold. 


SCOTTISH REGIONAL QUALIFYING (Gten- 
benta) lead** seems: «7 h Hutton iDown- 
fieidl: S 8 *C Mitohsl (BtaBgwmflJ: 70 T 
Marshall (DudcUngstonl; 71 <3 DingMiR 
(Wtshswi: L Vonora iCanousoe Golf Centre): 
D NftqreoicK <USV. G McFarianf (Nonnandy 
Dwirg Hsnge). -denotes omtxeur. 

riety Robbins shot a recortHareawng fi- 
nal round of 67 to win the LPGA Jamie 
Farr.Ctessrc by eight strokes and cap- 
ture her second tide of the year. The 
American finished on a 19 under par 
265 total, fixir strokes lower than the 
previous tournament leconJ set by 
Bramfie Burton in 1033 when the event 
used a 54-hoie foimaL 

LPGA JAAfE KVB? CLASSIC (Sytwsnta, Ohio) 
iiMtewrt 


(US i 

aes R RodttlW 67 64 67 67. 273 T Green 
67 60 70 67. 374 N lens 68 66 71 69. 
276 V Odegsd 67 71 67 71. 277 T J My- 
«s 70 71® 67; ft wet® lAus) 66 68 71 
73. 2 T 6 A Dtxs (Pei) 74 70 70 64. 279 H 
Aiftedssan (Swb) 71 TO 08 72: M MeGum 
70 67 70 72. Selected: 282 h Marshal iG 8 ) 
72 72 68 TO. 385 C Pierce (GB) 78 69 71 
69. 286LNaun»m (Stw> 71 72 73 70 l 288 
A McflOte (GB) 74 72 71 71. 233 K Davies 
(GSl 76® 7177. 

WELSH OPEN STROKE PLAY CHAHPI- 
ONSHP (Canty) Leadng final ecores: 288 
G Wtetanhohne (JWmOiTft SprtriB) 72 71 72 
7Z 287 YTaytar tBwrtW) ® 7573 70. 290 
R W Pro CMortnouthshrei 71 76 73 70. 294 
M J PShrtjcn (PwBhai) 73 77 6 S 75. 29S 
D H Park Valey) 72 74 74 75. 297 

U Wencttng (AuO 74 74 78 71 NB Edwads 
(WMtChurcW 74 73 75 75. 209 0 J Pl«« 
lOswesny) 73 77 78 72. 301 M Smith (ftf- 
ea HUB) 75 77 75 74; D N Hams i Shrews- 
bury] 73 77 76 75; F N Neaaft ItWfi 71 75 
76 r7. 302 JR Donaldson MaocieshM 71 
70 77 75. 303 R Breokman (Creaeau) TO 77 
83 74; K L Subvan (BrynMD 73 79 75 76: 
M B Dens (Rented) 72 76 79 76; J P Daws 
(Mortals Caste) 73 7675 7 &GBmJnGert 
80 70 74 79. 

WORLD RANKINGS: 1 T Woods JUS) 
10.7lpBw6fflge 2G Nraman (AuW 1038, 
3 E Bs (S« 10.24: 4 C Momffinwne (StooJ 
9.75; 5N Pito tZWi) 9.57; 6 T Lehman (US) 

&75( 7 SEMoi) (Ausi &60; 8 JOzaM Uepen) 
733-. 9 h OTKfeora (US) 7.61: 10 N Falda 
(Eng) 7^7; 11 P Mttdwn (US) 7.18: 12 
S HO eh (US) 686: 13 0 Fate) (US) 680; 
14 FCOBles (US) a 74 ; 15 J ram«* (5«) 
5.67; 18 1 Wooenam (Wall 5.59: 17 D Low 
ID IUS) 5.43; 18 Benraaid LengHlGeO 52% 
18 J LBOriflrif (USJ 5.12 : 20 T Wffl&on AS) 
5.10. Select** 34 LWesowod (Ef® 3.89; 
48 octerkfl IN hi) 3.16; 53 STonatw (Sen) 
£89; 80 M James (B)0 1.92: 85 P Bn»D- 
nurst IEtk) 1^3; 89 P McGrtey UK) 1-T8; 
91P Wichefl (Eng) M * Cojwt pool 
L68 : 107 B (Eng) V61: lM D CBtard 
|Ei)g) 150; 138 R RUSseM (Scol pO. 148 
JS|*nce(M 123; IBBPlametScd) 147; 
263 R Ctoydwi (Ef^ m- 182 R ChWWn 
(Eng) 113; 169 R McFwtane (Eng) LOft 180 

Et^(Efrtll) 2 :mDHwwfi(Bi 01 O 2 ; 

188DCaw(BiHl 102 rMSAOttan(S«» 
100 . 


“There is a powerful lobby op- 
posed to the wild-card scheme 
and it looks almost certain that 
no agreement will be reached 
before the World Champi- 
onships," an IAAF source said 
yesterday. “Time is running out 
and if a wild-card ruling comes 
into effect, it will almost certainly 
be for 1999, not 1997." 

Roger Black will learn today 
whether he has a realistic chance 
of competing in Athens. Britain's 
31-year-old team captain-elect 
will receive the result of a blood 
test which will show whether the 
virus currently undermining his 
form is the same one which 
wiped out his 1993 season. 

Black said yesterday he was 
feeling “much better'’ afteT can- 
celling his schedule of events af- 
ter a disappointing performance 
in the British Grand Prix last 
Sunday week, but he does not 
think he has any chance of 
making the British trials which 
start in Birmingham on Friday. 


Stttaeivyew-oW Justin Bose w* become 
the youngest player ever to appear In 
me Walker Cup rte^montn. The Harnp- 
shire teenager was yesterday named in 
the 10-man Britain and Ireland side to 
defend the trophy against the Ameri- 
cans at Qua ter Ridge in New Ybrk on 
9-10 Au&ot The match Degfns 10 days 
after his 17th birthday; which means he 
will be seven months younger than Ho- 
nan Rafferty was when he played in 
1981. 

BKJ»W AND RELAHO WALKER CUP TEAM 
(v America. QVaMar Afcfoa, Mmr York. frlO 
Atetej: U Brooks (Canute and Seaiand. a&d 
25i. R Ote04m err and Ittwt 22) . H Murad 
(Cochrane Castle and SeoOaod. 44). K Notao 
(Bray and Mend. 24). D Parte (Butfall VHtoy 
and Wales, 23), G RanMn (Patanae und San- 
tana, 31). i Row (North Hants and Engand. 
lfij, C WWhm (East RertteBSfen) and Sets 
tono. 31). a Wototrabotme OUterth Spongs 
end En 0 and, 36). S VOUV flnwrefccny and 
Scotland, 20). naaorMc RWtBdw (Sfeiey HBi 
and EhgBnd, 24). J Fanaxw (Uncwn and Ire- 
land, 32). NooreieyinK captain: C Brown 
(WMS). 

R ngh y 1 y n gnw 

SUPSt ifflfiUE: Conoena Raidere 28 Caraec- 
bury euflOofp 10 . 

SUMMITS UTE RESULTS: Manat Super 
Uaftire St Heleng 20 Bradtonl 38- Bn* D»- 
vWd(e ftadWMor >9 36 W toAttgon 3. 

Rugby Union 

The Scottish Rugty Unior) has changed 
the efigUjWty rules for district rugby to 
provide a dearer path to representa- 
tive honours for promising youngsters. 
At present, a player must either have 
bean bom fo the (flswet, have been ed- 
ucated there, Ure there, or play for a 
dub (n that district. In artier to play fbr 
IhemBut under new rotes, to come into 
force tor the 1990/99 season, any new 
player who has not already played se- 
nior district rugby wiH only be en&tifd 
to play for (he district In which his dub 
is a member. 

SUNDAY'S IATE RESUUS: P>ene Itt-wriBS 
bk WMtem SanaotO: Western Samoa 26 
17 western Samoa n*i wumamerti. 

Sumo 

NASOYA BRAND TOURNAMENT (Kagoys, 
Japan) Second day of 15: Daishi Own j, 
ura 1) M HamanoGnma (1-1): feiW (i-D 
in Yamafo (1-1); Gdom (1-1) K WWadi- 
data lJ-1); Manoumi (1-1) bt HydamBan 
02KAMB (1-11 OtKonBhJafl-l),’ASanc«a- 
te ( 1 - 1 ) tt Koioryu ti-1): Caryu (20) « T«hi- 
nonads (1-1); Aranwho ll-D bt SMushme 
( 0 - 2 ); Mtaaum ( 2 - 0 ) bt Unaioft^ il-l): 
Agetvyuote (2-0) W Toednowaa (0-2); 
KoonoMM ( 1 - 1 ) U D^ma ( 0 > 21 : NXsnghita 
( 1 - 1 ) bt Awncahano (0-2): Tceancumi (2-0) 
U Higonouml (0-2j; TokatuDu (2-0) K 
T«makBsus> ( 1 'tit Tafcananamf ( 2 - 0 ) K Ko- 


Derbyshire cheered 
by May’s century 


Cricket 


Pakistan A 169 & 201 
Derbyshire 148 & 223-3 
Derbyshire win by 7 wickets 


A maiden century by Michael 
May guided Derbyshire to a 
morale-boosting victory over 
Pakistan A before tomorrow's 
Nat West Trophy second-round 
tie against Northamptonshire. 

In onty his fifth first-class 
match. May scored the win- 
ning run to finish unbeaten on 
1(17 as Derbyshire reached their 
target of 223 for the loss of only 
three wickets. It was only their 
third first-class win of a troubled 
season, but their second over a 
touring side following last 
month's victory over the Aus- 
tralians. 

May, a chunky 25-year-old 
right-hander from Chesterfield, 


toinazuma ( 0 - 2 ): Aomama ( 2-01 fit 
Wakanotena il-U: Musaslwnaru ( 2 - 0 ) W 
O 0 mavM (0-2): Tahanohana D-0) M Mu- 
S 0 )«na 10-2); Atobono 12-0) M Tochazui na 
111 ). 

Tennis 

&eg RusedsXI wffl compete in the Nortir- 
an Electric Open challenger event at 
the Northumbertand County Tennis 
Ground m Jesmond, which begins on 
21 July. 

SWISS OPEN MEN’S TOURNAMENT 
flfetMd) SftyjNM, Bret rare* FMare«a(Sp) 
M L Arnold lArg) 7-5 6-1; W Ferreira ISA) W 
FCtavot iSo) 3-6 6-4 6-4; D Hrtwy (Stnrak) 
M M Sinner (Gen 6-7 7-6 6-4. 

SWaMSH Mars OPEN (Basted) Stages, 
ftr-rt raaiMb P Fmdnksson (Swe) W R 
Fiombere (Aim) b- 2 7-6; C Costa (Sp) tx A 
PaiM (Rami 3-66-3 6 - 1 ; A VWnea (Rum) lx 
J Golmad (Ft) 4-3 IGttman/ reu: K Kucera 
ISIOVBW bt J Aped (Swe) 6-3 3^5 6 - 2 : s 
DreeddOK«btDvanSmenmSBn (Neth) 
6-4 6-7 6-2r. J-A Mam iSp) 01 B haAacbw 
ffleM 7-6 7-5: F Mefeflw* (Br) otF SqwBan 
(Aig) 7-5 6-3: T Nysam (Sure) M M Gustafs- 
son (Swe) 6-3 2-6 6 - 1 . 

LEASMS ATP MEN'S RANKMC5: 1 P Sam- 
pras (US) 5388 (US: 2 M ChafW (US) 3.768; 
3 G (vaneevtc (Craai 2.788;4 r Mieterfflua 
2.724; S V KakArdm (Rug) 2,436; 6 A Cor- 
rwja (Spi 2306; 7 S BrugLma (Spa) 2.17B; 
8 T ErtWa ia») ai4ft 9 M ftDS iCh) 2.14® 
U> C Moya (Spj 2.085: U. B Beeler iGert 
1384; 12 G««ftCT(Brt 1351. BrttWuaO 
T Henmai 1.564; 24 G Rusdash 1.433; 180 
CWahnEon223;mitokPHChev223:i93 
A achardson 221: 2B3 D Sapstom 145: 301 
N Weal HA 304 M Lee U?;3U J Del#>- 
do 113: 325 M Madsen 304; 410 l Miu- 
gan 70; 427 C Beecher 66 . 

AlP^ TOUR iMAKpfbB wbmefsi 1 P Sam- 
pres HIS) SLS 11 S >8 j£93R107>: 2 1 Wood- 
bnage (Aus) 047419 3 M Cnang (US) 


was surprisingty dropped after 
scoring 67 against the Aus- 
tralians but Derbyshire will be 
hard-pushed to leave him out 
of their next Championship 
game. 

He maintained concentration 
for five hours against some test- 
ing bowling and some outrageous 
ajJjealing to banish any prospect 
ofawsatoiedhanir^fine-upcc*- 
. Wilh Adrian Rollins, who 
I his fnst-irmxng& half-cen- 
tury with 77, May added 154 for 
the first wicket, 

Derbyshire won tea 

DERSVSWZE - Second tnaiags 
(OrtHlMfic 19 for 0) 

A S Rotors c AMitar b Af — . — 7? 

MRMaynomn —.107 

BJ Sperwtare c Huswi tew b Atfiar 15 

G A Kfian c QadBer b Atfwr — — 4 

V P CSsrte not out 5 

Extras (02. (D 8 . nbffl 18 

TnW (for a 793 mm) 223 

toft 1-154. 2-203. 3-217. 

OM not (Mb O E UnkMn. *P A J DeFremjs, 
PABJred. tS P Griffiths. K J Dean. S J Uca>. 
BnMflnje: Slmb 6-0.25-0: Fed 17-6-43n; Afi 
28-6^-:; Azhflr 22^5-61-2: Molwiwited 
6-2-19-0. 

Unpmm: t e Jnsty and u X Read. 


883320: 4 T Mustor (AuO 857.W0; 5 M Res 
(Chile) 854.495: 6 G Kuerten (Br) 843.558: 

7 A Coneija (Spi 811.987: 8 S Bru 0 >era (Siu 
77B.71& B MWoodurde fAus) 746.017:18 
G hrartsewc (Creai 736,407-. U. A Medvedev 
(Rusi 648378; 12 f MvHSto IS{?) 639.-333: 
13 A Costa (SOI 616,239. 

WIATOUR 1EADINB RANKRKS: IM Hrtge 
IShK); 2 J Novotna (Crtep); 3 M Seles IDS); 
4 1 MBfob ICroa); S S Graf iG er): 6 A Cool- 
res ISAI: T L Oaenpon lOSi: 8 A Sancfter 
VEjno (So): 9 A Hube< iGert; 18 M Pierce 
(ft); 11 C Marunez l5p>; 12 ! 5prrle.i iHomi: 
13 M J ftmandar lUSl; 14 BScratt-McOd* 
(Nenhj: 15 K pd (USi: IB B Rauius lAuu: 17 
R Qraamw (tenii: 18 k Raasudowi iSkM»i,- 
19 S Appehnans (Bel): 20 S lesrud (Fn. 
LEADING WtA TOUR Leadke pdw wtnnore: 
IM Hr^s Bum) £ 2 J 0 alGl i£1338J79i: 
2 I MajoH ICmai 1.075.482: 3 L Oavenoon 
(US) 64 7jBBU 4 J Novotna (Cz Repi S24.S3Q: 
5 M J Fernandez (US) 610.102; 6 M Pierce 
(Ft) 587.914; T N nmrewi (Bolar 5553 W. 

8 A Sanches Vicano (Sol 519.522; B A Co- 
etzer iSAj 444329: 10 M Seles (US) 
307305: 11 1 Spates Item) 354. MS; 12 
G Fernandez (US) 349.732. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Rugby League 

SECOND WVtSMJft Br.«rtey » Lanaishre 
<7.30). 

Rugby llnkwi 

TOUR MATCH: USA Represertanve «/ v W4 k 
la San Frenasoo. 10). 

Speedway 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: Si Austell v Burton. 

Other sports 

TENNIS: Brtsroi Challenger i Bn noli. 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER 

51 

The number of car acci- 
dents in Belgrade in the 
early hours of yesterday 
morning as fans celebrated 
Yugoslavia's Bl-49 victory 
over Spain in the European 
Basketball Championships. At 
feast 20 people were also in- 
jured in brawls. 
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The end is nigh for England as Darren Gough's furniture is rearranged by Glenn McGrath at Old Itafford yesterday 


Lessons of the Lions 

Chris Hewett on the coach’s plea for 
Pfey ef s to spread the word, page 28 


Winning Wimbledon 

John Roberts on the tournament 
that beat the elements, page 28 


THIRD TEST: Crawley's unfortunate dismissal hastens England's demise as Australia square Ashes series 1-1 with three to play 

Coup de grace 


supplied 


by McGrath 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from OJd Trafford 
Australia 235 & 395-8 dec 
England 162 & 200 
Australia win by 268 runs 


conditions in which to bowl and 
bat Although immense credit 
®ust 8 d to Sieve Wiugh’s superb 
first-innings century (as well as 
pis steadying one in the second 


tanings) many in the Australian 
camp thought thev should have 


Australia took just 90 minutes 
to take England's last five wick- 
ets at Old Trafford yesterday. 
But if the execution on a dry and 
wearing pitch was predictable 
enough, the executioner was not, 
and Glenn McGrath, finishing 
wirh 4 for 46. gladly feasted off 
Shane Wamc's menacing pres- 
ence at the other end to send 
England crashing to defeat. 

The margin of Australia's vic- 
tory’ though, is nowhere near as 
significant os the manner in 
which it was achieved. Having 
been surprised by England's pas- 
sion at Edgbaston, Australia 
have raised both their form and 
aggression here to work their 
game plan to perfection. Allow- 
ing Warns and Co to bowl last 
with over 400 runs on the board 
is a bit like taking on Superman 
with his leotard full of kiyptonitc. 

It is a situation England will 
want to avoid if they are to rgaly 
a contest out of the rest of this 
series and they now have two 
and a half weeks to recharge 
and prepare themselves for the 
Headingley Test on 24 July. 

“The Aussies got us where 
they warned us." England's skip- 
per, Michael Atherton, admitted 
afterwards. “There's been a lot 
of talk about Warne being out of 
form. But he's a world class 
bowler and bound to come good 
sometime. He bawled well, as he 
should do on a wearing pitch." 

Ironically, the craters W&rne 
exploited in taking nine wickets 
in the match were created for him 
on the first day by England’s 
bowlers when the pitch was 
damp and soft More frustrating, 
however, must be the opportu- 
nities Boland squandered on the 
first two days of the match when 
they clearly had the belter of the 


ramp thought they should have 
been bowled out for 150 and thal 
England, with the sap gone from 
the pitch, ought to have scored 
more than 300 in reply. 

It was a sentiment echoed by 
Atherton. "We missed oppor- 
tunities," he agreed, “and we 
should have done better. The 
Aussies bowled well in the first 
innings and we batted ourself 
into a bole. We just have to hold 
our hands up and admit we were 
beaten by the better side. 

“The series is well poised at 
ooe ail with three to play. I'm 
confident that we can win at least 
one of the last three. The mea- 
sure of a side is how they come 
back from a setback. I'm confi- 
dent we can come back mental- 
ly refreshed for Headingley. 
ready for one hell of a scrap." 

However, such fighting talk 
aside. Atherton must be con- 
cerned with the way his top or- 
der were again found wanting in 
the first innings, which is where 
Test matches are controlled. 
He says he would bet good 
money that there will not be any 
changes for the next Test at 
Headingley, where England will 
be hoping to get back to a slow, 
well grassed pitch that will not 
metamorphose as this one did. 

And yet the warning bells that 
went off at Lord’s, when Mc- 
Grath sent England packing for 
77, will surely need to be heed- 
ed, necessitating if not a change 
in personnel then at least a rad- 
ical rethink over how to best 
score a competitive total. 

One of those underpressure 
before this match started was 
John Crawley, whose form, un- 
til his 83 in the second innings, 
must have been under select o- 
rial scrutiny. Picked for his nous 
against leg-spin. Crawley waited 
until Warne was at his most ven- 


AustraHa won loss 

AUSTRALIA - Rrat innings 235 (SR 

nw4-72). 


Waugh LOS; DWHssdtoy 


ENGLAf© - first Bincngs 161 (M A Butcher 

SI: SK. Wame 6-48). 


AUSTRALIA - Second tamingB 395 tar 8 
dse (S R Wtaugti 116, M E Wfiugi 55, $ K 
Wame 53, D W HewJtey 4-io*l 
ENGLAND - Second innings 
(Ouem^gtt: 130 for SI 

J P Crawtey rtnvMb McGram— S3 

<1 73 min. 151 tefls. 10 four* 

M A EamamcHeoiyb McGrath 9 

>98 mfr. TS flats/ 

ROB Croft c ReiBW b McGrath — 7 

(16 min, 13 baas) 

D Gough D McGrath 6 

(24 mfri. IS oaUs. 1 fourl 

A R CaikDch c GWespte b Wame IT 

\22 min. 19 bate. 3 fours) 


D W Headiey not out - .0 

(lOfflfo. 4 baas) 

Extras WjL4.to4.wL.TiMj —...20 

Total (297 min, 73.4 wen) 200 

Fa* (coot): 0-158 lEalham). 7-170 (Cruft). 
8-177 (CravNtey), 9-188 (Gough! . 10-200 
(CadctcM- 

Bowflng: McOrath 21-4-46-4 [7-2-14-0 14- 
2-32-4J. GWespfa 12-441*3 <4-2-100 8- 
2-21-31, RtaflW 2-O-B-O inbl). Worn® 
30-4-&-63-3 (nbl). Sevan 8-2-34-0 (wl) 
(one spell each). 

process: Fifth day; 150: 232 mm. S7.4 
overs. 200; 297 mfn. 73.3 overs. Innings 
dosed at 1 2.29pm. 

Ctvwtay 60: 101 mm. 94 baits. 7 louts. 
Umpires: G Sharp and S Vertonaraghavan. 
TV Replay Umpire: J H Hampshire, 

Match Referee: R S MadugaUe. 

Man of the match: S R Waugh. 
AdJndteator. pJWAItoO. 


omous to show his true mettle. 

Like Steve Wfaugh, he need- 
ed luck and having been dropped 
in the gully on Sunday, he was re- 

g rieved once again, this time by 
rreg Blewett, as a rare error 
against Warns popped up oblig- 
ingly off bat and pad. ft was about 
the only straightforward chance 
Australia missed in this match. 

That apart, Crawley’s shot se- 
lection, so crucial against a spin- 
ner of Whrne’s class, was spot on 
as the leggje, virtually unplayable 
on Sunday, was regularly dispat- 
ched to (he boundaiy. It was cwily 
when he faced the tall, bustling 
McGrath that the terminal mis- 
take was made when, following 
Atherton’s lead from Lord's, he 
trod on his stumps while playing 
a short ball off the back foot 
McGrath, without the help of 
the green grass that had helped 
his type on the first day, showed 
why he is rated one of the finest 
pa« bowlers around Hitting the 
hard dry pitch with the ferocity 
of a bowler looking for an af- 
ternoon off, McGrath worked 
his way through England's low- 
er order, bombing out a shaky 
looking Robert Croft with a rib- 
tidder before removing Darren 
Gough's off-stump. At one sage 
he had taken 4 for 15 in 31 balls, 
a spell that began when Mark 
Ealham who, having defended 
stoically, had his 98 minutes of 
resistance ended by a superb 
one-handed catch by Ian Healy. 

Whether batting or keeping, 
the Australian wicketkeeper ra- 
diates confidence to his team- 
mates. When he called for a 
helmet to keep wicket against 
Wfcrae in, it was a move that said; 
“If I think this is a minefield to 
keep wicket to Wfcrney on, what’s 
it going to be like to bat on?" 

Everything about Warne 
seems stiff, except his spinning 
wrist- Of course there is more 
to his peerless bowling than that, 
which on song is as precise and 
co-ordinated as a Roles wrist- 
watch. As Marie Taylor’s trump 
card, Wferne was the sole reason 
for the Aussie skipper’s bold de- 
cision to bat first, made appar- 
ently at the last possible moment 
and without prior consultation 
with anyone. 

When they are playing well, 
Australia are masters of the 
mind game. Victory here will 
have bolstered that, despite the 
continued poor batting form of 
Michael Bevan and Taylor, a 
line of weakness which Ather- 
ton believes still makes them 
vulnerable. Nevertheless, with 
a powerful psychology now ex- 
erted by the visitors, England 
must now travel to Headingley 
in the knowledge that while the 
series is level, Australian po- 
tency has been fully restored. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 334$. Dtesday 8 July 


Monday’s Solution 


MUiUHOldftinHlii BOOB 
tltlBRHQtin 
HEromnuu qgjbiseeib 

LilZiniilGICIOlH 
□nUQHOHEIH Q0EE1E 

0 h n 0 n □ 

EJBUaD QBQG1SQHBO 

□ HQ H a Id 

SIDldHIJElIlEJH EJQEIDD 
13 m m □ d q 
enaidB HanawoHae 
HO 0 QEJHHB 
□BBEPJ0U nnciBHHLi 
BEsflnsaac] 
HOME) HnEJQHElClEIIH 


ACROSS 

7 Some of media, press 
kind, will provide enter- 
tainment (5-3) 

9 One’s natural response 
is acid (6) 

10 The endless drink makes 
one play without skill (5) 

11 See sailor possibly prove 
a bit more than average 
(5,3) 

12 Going to make heart 
fonder? (5.2,7) 

15 Small time employer of 
cat (6) 

16 One finds nothing in 
volume about medical 
establishment (6) 

IS Cold command from 
writers of cheque for fur- 
niture (5,2.7) 


20 Unusual trait is conserv- 5 
ative and well-contrived 
(8) 6 

22 Join solitary reflecting 
about right (5) 8 

24 South African eats one 
pound of tough chicken? 


Id boy playing, violin in 
ate of forgetfulness (8) 


DOWN 

1 Success destroyed mas- 17 
ter going against the 

flow (S) 18 

2 Ruminants m named 

and unnamed river (41 19 

3 Noisv type of bounder 
penetrated US inrelli- 21 
gence (6) 

4 No idle talk over food- 23 
stuff (4) 


Man on wander could be 
put on the spot (4,3.3) 
Make efforts to hide de- 
pression in face (6) 
Dreamy moon's con- 
tributed to making one 
sleepy (9) 

Valued Levis shortened 
and pressed for show 

5 °) 

Enlightened prison unit? 

a 4 )' .. .. 


Study about a liquid 
movement of bells (8 


movement of bells (8) 
Could be diamonds poor 
Rob put in tin (6) 
Something affecting fel- 
low player (6) 

Neglect areas in which 

.'II £2— J i A \ 


you II find weed |4) 

Dan say almost split (4) 
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Taylor’s team turn the comer in style 


JON CULLEY 


Try as England will to maintain 
that the Ashes series is precisely 
balanced at the half-way stage, 
there is no denying that the Aus- 
tralians will head for Heading- 
ley on 24 July with a bounder 
stride than their opponents. 

Undercooked, to their 
favoured expression, when Eng- 
land won with such verve at 
Edgbaston, in this Test they ap- 
peared done to a turn, a de- 
scription that also fitted their 
captain's view of an Old Traf- 
ford pilch on which Shane 
Warne returned to form with 
devastating effect 

A buoyant Mark Taylor cel- 


ebrating his 16th victory in 30 
Tests as skipper, revealed thal 
his decision to bat first last 
Thursday in conditions that 
strongly favoured England's 
bowlers had been taken as late 
as 40 minutes before the start. 

*T thought about bowling, 
for sure. It was 50-50 the night 
before and still 50-50 when I ar- 
rived at the ground on Thurs- 
day morning. But I looked at the 


but that ! fended our chances 
if we bowled last 

“Shane bad been below his 
best for the last two Tests but no 
one takes she or seven wickets in 
eveiy game. Bowling, like bat- 
ting, is a matter of confidence." 

Asked whether he had been 
unduly conservative in batting on 


pitch after the last rolling at 
1020 and thought it had the look 


1020 and thought it had the look 
of the one here four yprs ago. 

“People talk about it having 
been a big gamble but when you 
have a quality leg spinner like 
Shane Whine in your side I 
don’t look at it that way. I told 
the guys it was going to be tough 


lor said the move had been sim- 
ply to tighten the psychological 
screw. “Everyone knew that 400 
was enough but as a batsman I 
know that it is nice to have a long 
break to prepare for an innings 
and I just thought I would give 
their guys a little longer in the 
field. It still left 141 oveis and if 
you can't bowl a side out in that 
time then you are not going to." 


As is his habit. Thylor de- 
clined to express anxiety about 
his own form, even though he 
was out in low single figures in 
both innings- 

“fra not in the best form of 
ray career but I came into this 
match with a hundred against 
Hampshire. I got a couple of 
good balls in this game but, in 
any case. I'd much rather mike 
two and one and win the match 
than 129 and lose. 

“Now we have the momen- 
tum going our way and as hold- 


ers of the Ashes we are in front 
at 1-1," Taylor said. ■ 

“We are mindful thal the mo- 
mentum can change, as it did af- . 
ter Edgbaston, but we played 
very well here. We batted pos- 
itively under tough conditions, 
especially Steve Waugh, whose 
century m the first innings was 
probably the best I've seen him 
play in Test cricket." 

Wftugh, the first to make two 
separate hundreds m an Ashes 
Test for half a century, won the - 
man of the match award. * * 


Lessons simply left unlearned 


HENRY BLDFELD 


England's summer has been 
stood most comprehensively on 
its head. The joy of Edgbaston 
has disappeared fast as if It had 
been a mirage, and England now- 
have just aver two weeks to re- 
organise themselves before the 
fourth Test at Headingley. 

The plain fact is that Shane 
Wame has once again risen as 
a spectre scarcely less alarming 
than he was in 1993. At Edg- 
baston he had looked a pale 
shadow of the bowler we knew 
but since then there have been 
clear signs that his form was re- 
turning. 

He bowled a good spell right 
at the end of the Lord’s Test and 
he followed this with some ex- 
cellent bowling against Hamp- 
shire. As far as England were 
concerned the signs were omi- 
nous and it should have been es- 
sential for the batsmen to have 
come to Old Trafford as well 


versed as they could be in the 
art of understanding his wiles. 

Preparation these days in- 
volves looking at endless videos 
of the opposition as well as lis- 
tening to patriotic music in the 
dressing-room. Surely videos 
of Warne from every angle 
should have been compulsory 
viewing for all the batsmen in 
the days before this last match. 

As it was, it appeared as if 
they had come into it as under- 
prepared as the pitch. Alec 
Stewart succumbed to Warne 
twice, admittedly to a pretty 
good one in the first innings, 
which spun sharply across him 
out of the rough. In the second, 
he left an enormous “gate” 
and was bowled. 

Graham Thorpe was also 
out to Warne in both inning. In 
the first he played a wild sweep, 
in the second a fierce cut at a 
ball he could barely reach, it was 
interesting that in his two superb 
hundreds, Steve Waugh never 
once swept or hooked. On that 


Old Trafford pitch, with its un- 
even bounce, they were not 
safe strokes. 'Waugh under- 
stood; England did not. 

Two other victims in Whme's 
spell of 5 for 19 in 70 minutes, 
which effectively won the match 
for Australia, were Nasser Hus- 
sain and John Crawley, who 
both played dreadful strokes. 
They received sharp leg-breaks 
which would have turned almost 
a foot past the off stump, but as 
the ball spun away both in- 
stinctively dabbed at it and 
were caught behind. 

When England next face 
Warne it will be with a sizeable 
inferiority complex, but they 
should at’least come prepared. 
A lot of thought and hard work 
must go into their preparation 
for they must not again look so 
dreadfully innocent against him. 
Even if they cannot read him 
they must work out a more sat- 


says J< 


isfactory way of playing him 
than they managed at Old Traf- 


tfaan they managed at Ol 
fold. 
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Murphy chooses Liverpool 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 


players and that played a part 
of his decision. 
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Danny Murphy signed last night 


Liverpool will pay fl.Sm 
down plus instalments that 
could almost double the fee. 
The deal is a record sale for the 
First Division's new arrivals. 


for Liverpool, in the process be- 
coming the latest player to turn 
down Tottenham. Murphy, who 
played a prominent role in the 
recent World Youth Champi- 
onships, spoke to both dubs af- 
ter a package worth f 2.7m was 
agreed with Crewe, before 
agreeing a four-year deal with 
the team he supported as a boy. 

Murphy, who lives in 
Chester, is also friendly with a 
couple of Liverpool’s younger 


Spurs were hoping to sign 
Murphy to make up For losing 
out to Atletico Madrid on Jun- 
inho. Murphy will be officially 
unveiled on Thursday when 
Liverpool also hope to be able 
to parade Paul Ince if the final 
details of a £4. 25m move from 
Internationale are ironed out. 

Martin Dahlia's move to 
Blackburn Rovers was breaking 

w 


down last night, because his girl- 
friend is not keen to move to 
Lancashire. 

The Swede has 3greed terms 
on a £2m move from Roma to 
Rovers and can earn £lm a sea- 
son for three years. However. 
Dahlin is stalling on signing be- 
cause of his domestic problem. 
His girlfriend, a fashion de- 
signer, is reluctant to move un- 
less she can stay in London. 
Blackburn have 'given Dahlin 
until Thursday to sign. 

One piece of good news was 
that the dub has received a work 
permit for the Swiss centre- 
back, Stepbane Henchoz. 


Alfred Dunhill watches are available or 
selected branches of the Goldsmiths $roup, one of 
the country's leading retail jewellers with over 
120 branches nationwide. For details of your nearest 
stockist or o brochure coll free on 
0800 G O L-D-S-M-f-TH-S (0800 465376).> 
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